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Jonny Philip Davies was born 
at Bangor, Cardiganshire, March 
12, 1786. Hewas the eldest son 
of the Rev. David Davies, rector 
of that and of the adjoining parish 
of Heullan; the youngest son of 
the same family being the Rev. 
W. Davies, rector of Graham’s 
Town, South Africa. The Rev. 
D. Davies was a‘ clergyman of 
considerable repute in his day, as 
aman of learning, of evangelical 


sentiments, and of respectable | 


pulpit talents. 

The subject: of this memoir 
was in his ‘earliest youth of a 
studious and’ pensive turn, pas- 
sionately devoted to reading, and 
exhibited no ‘ordinary promise as 
to his future celebrity as a 
clergyman of the National Esta- 
blishment, for’ whose service his 
father designed this his eldest 
son. His early education was 
the best the country schools af- 
forded. Having passed with 
credit through every stage con- 
stituting the routine of these 
‘seminaries, he was taken home to 
‘remain under the -paternal roof 


‘for a time,-until’ he should be. 
placed under the care of ‘some 
‘one of the ‘many tutors, then! nu- 


‘merous in the Principality, who 

prepared young men for college, 

‘and not unfrequently for ordina- 

tion. He had not now attained 
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his fifteenth year ; the greater part 
of his time he applied sedulously 
to master the contents of his 
father’s library. His devotedness 
in this respect was increased 
by the- following circumstance: 
he bégan to frequent Dissenting 
meetings in the neighbourhood, 
which, when his father came to 
hear, he strictly prohibited. But 
this prohibition not availing, 
John’s best clothes were locked 
up from him, that he might not 


| be able to go out at all on the 


Sabbath-day. With every return- 
ing Lord’s-day he found his fa- 
ther’s library more and more de- 
lightful; and to his last days he 
ascribed much of: his general 
knowledge, and especially his ex- 
tensive acquaintance with divinity, 
to his readings on these occasions. 
The books were chiefly theologi- 
cal, the works for the most part of 
the celebrated old writers of the 
Church of England, and their 
perusal could not but be highly 
beneficial to him; especially when 
his deeply and patiently reflective 


-habits, even then, are taken into 


the account. Another event 
which materially shaped: his sub- 
sequent course is ascribable to 
the same cause. Alone, without 
any living guide to influence his 
inquiries, and in spite of the pre- 
judices of ‘education, together 
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with his.own predilection, he dis- 
coyered that the baptism of the 
New Testament, differed in toto 
colo from that administered by 
his father; that in its mode and 
subjects it was opposed to it; 
that, in fact, they were two dis- 
tinct and uncongenial ceremonies. 
He did not at the time know that 
there were any persons on earth 
who administered the baptism he 
found narrated in the Acts of the 
Apostles. One day he asked an 
old man at work on his father’s 
farm, a member of a neighbour- 
ing Independent church, whether 
any Christians in these days bap- 
tized adults.on the profession of 
repentance and faith, as did the 
apostles? The simple-hearted 
old man, in reply, expressed his 
astonishment that his young mas- 
ter. knew no better, while there 
was.a Baptist church at Drefach, 
on the one hand, and at Llandy- 
sal, on the other; and while, of 
the last, his own paternal uncle 
was one of the pastors! Our 
friend was both astonished and 
delighted with this information. 
This fact evinces his secluded 
and unobtrusive habits, and the 
strict family regimen under which 
he was placed. To know the 
truth was, with him, through life, 
to obey it; and so in this instance. 
After considerable — difficulties, 
arising from his father’s opposi- 
tion, he became a member of the 
Baptist church at Drefach, having 
been baptized by his uncle, the 
above-mentioned Rev. Daniel 
Davies, of Llandysal, who is still 
living. He was then in his eigh- 
teenth year. This step threw 
him into great perplexity. - Not 
being in possession of minute in- 
formation, we cannot be more ex- 
plicit than to say, that he was by 
his father entirely forsaken and 
rejected, who denied him. the 
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least. countenance or assistance, . 
and forbade him the house. Under 
these painful and trying circum- 
stances, the excellent Titus Lewis, 
then pastor of one of the Baptist 
churches at Caermarthen, took 
kindly, generous, and_ efficient 
notice of him. Mr. Lewis be- 
friended the young and interest- 
ing outcast in every possible way ; 
took him with him on some of 
his frequent preaching tours, and 
acted the part of a tender and 
anxious parent. Of him Mr. Davies 
could never speak but with the 
most fervent emotions of admira- 
tion and gratitude. Nor was he 
the only one who retained tender 
and grateful recollections of that 
man of God: eminently talented, 
not more talented than pious and 
devoted, possessing integrity and 
fidelity, never suspected, ardently 


‘affectionate, ‘ pure as a seraph, 


and gentle as a lamb;” Titus Lewis 
still lives in the memory of thou- 
sands, associated with their fondest 
reminiscences, and operating as 2 
powerful stimulus to the cultiva- 
tion of that unaffected excellence; 
and of those heavenly graces, 
which made him an_ instrument 
of so much good in the world, a 
servant so signally useful to the 
church of God. 

Mr. Davies was now encou- 
raged to take a journey into 
North Wales, where preachers 
were very scarce; and in this 
tour visited Holywell, at. which 
place he was induced, by a few 
friends who assembled together 
for the worship of God, to pro- 
long his stay. In a short time he 
became their pastor.. Soon after 
this connexion took place he was 
married to an amiable and pious 
young woman from Pembroke- 
shire, who died in about eleven 
months, leaving to his care an 
infant daughter some two or three 
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days old. He did not remain 
long at Holywell after his wife’s 
death, but removed to Liverpool, 
where he preached to a small 
congregation of Welsh Baptists. 
During his stay in this place he 
married his present widow. He 
soon afterwards left Liverpool for 
London, to become pastor of the 
Welsh Baptist church then assem- 
bling at Deptford. In each of 
these removals Mr. Davies con- 
sidered himself in after days to 
have acted precipitately, and that 
the discomfort and the want of 
success he met with in both in- 
stances, were intended to teach 
him prudence and caution. While 
he firmly entertained this opinion, 
he believed they had been pro- 
ductive of one great good to him: 
besides their tendency to incul- 
eate these lessons, his residence 
in Liverpool and in the metro- 
polis was the means of infusing 
mto him the public spirit, and 
the zeal for, and interest in, Bible 
and Missionary Societies, which 
he cherished to the end of his 
hife, and which, in the influential 
station ke occupied in: his last 
years, was of great importance. 
In London he longed to return 
to his native Jand, and was, there- 
fore, ready to close in with an 
imvitation he received to take the 
oversight of the Baptist church 
at Ferry-Side, Caermarthenshire. 
In this place he laboured for 
some years with comfort and 
apparent success; when, being 
obliged to exclude a considerable 
number of his members for very 
disgraceful conduct at a wreck 
that happened off their coast, 
he desponded of further useful- 
ness in that neighbourhood. This 
event Mr. Davies took much to 
heart; and as he was little ac- 
customed to make known his 
griefs, it preyed upon his mind, 
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and pained him deeply and long. 
Soon after he was invited to 
Tredegar Iron Works, in Mon- 
mouthshire, to become pastor of 
the Baptist church in that place,’ 
where he went to end his days. 
From this period it is that we 
are to date Mr. Davies’s efficient 
and influential career. He now 
seemed to become a new man; 
energies hitherto latent and in- 
operative were developed, and he 
was from this time forward, one of 
the most useful and devoted pas- 
tors of his day. He preached at 
Tredegar, and in the neighbouring 
places, with great zeal, earnest- 
ness, and fidelity ; and his labours 
were extensively blessed. The 
meeting-house was enlarged to 
double its former size, and the 
church, already a large one, was 
at least doubled in the number of 
its members during his eleven 
years’ residence in the place. At 
Rumney, three miles distant, a 
place of worship was erected ; at 
Ebwy-Vale, two miles distant in 
a contrary direction, another was 
raised; at Tredegar a meeting- 
house for the English Baptists 
was erected: in each of which 
he preached periodically and ad- 
ministered the ordinances. In 
the two former places, indeed, 
some time prior to Mr. D.’s de- 
cease, churches were formed and 
pastors settled, which has also 
been the case in the latter since 
that event. While he was thus 
rendered eminently serviceable in 
the cause of his blessed Master, 
he was laid by for some time with 
what was then taken to be an 
affection of the liver; from which 
affliction he never was but par- 
tially restored. He did, however, 
preach with great difficulty for 
sixteen or eighteen months in the 
years 1830-1, whet he became 
again unable to do so, He was 
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now the subject of a complica- 
tion of diseases ; and’ after a very 
protracted, and frequently a most 
agonizing, illness, borne with re- 
markable fortitude and resigna- 
tion, he breathed his last, August 
23, 1832, in the forty-sixth year 
of his age. 

As the limits of your Magazine 
recommend a due regard to bre- 
vity, the writer will content him- 
self with a very brief sketch of 
the distinctive features of Mr. 
Davies’s lovely character. 

In an intellectual point of view, 
he was eminent, not for genius, 
but for talent ; assuming the cor- 
rectness of a common distinction 
between them, namely, that the 
former word indicates the creative 
energy, and that the latter signi- 
fies the power of acquirmg. He 
was aman of little invention ; his 
imaginative powers were by no 
means vivid; he dealt little in 
figure: but few surpassed him in 
patient inquiry—in incessant la- 
bour-for the attainment of truth. 
His reading had not only been 
very extensive, but most attentive 
and observant; and whatever he 
once mastered, he mastered for 
life. His taste for knowledge 
was not contracted, but extended 
to all that was knowable. . No- 
thing in the shape of useful in- 
formation, relative to art or sci- 
ence, was unheeded by him, if he 
could by any possibility attain it. 
in proof and illustration of this 
characteristic I may state, that 
not more than two ‘years before 
his death, though at the time suf- 
fering much from indisposition, 
he procured Blackstone’s Com- 
mentaries, and commenced the 
study of the book with as much 
ardour as though he were about 
going to eat his terms in one of 
the Inns of Court. His acquaint- 
ance With English law was pre- 
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viously considerable ; and the 
greater part.of the farmers around | 
him had more confidence in: his. 
judgment and opinion than in 
those of any of ‘“‘ the great un- 
paid” in the neighbourhood. 

As to his literary acquirements, 
they were rather solid than ex- 
tensive. Whether he had any 
acquaintance with the original: 
language of the Old Testament, I 
cannot say; but that of the New 
he certainly understood so well 
as to be able to judge for himself 
the merits of a translation. He 
had taken some trouble to master 
the philosophy of English gram- 
mar, and would to a friend or two 
occasionally discourse upon that 
subject with surprising acuteness 
and facility. This was, however, 
rare; no consideration could in- 
duce him to do so, or even to 
acknowledge that he knew any- 
thing upon the subject, save in 
the company of one or two inti-. 
mate acquaintances. He con-: 
sidered it unwarrantable assump- 
tion in him to talk upon such a 
subject in the presence of En- 
glishmen. The same diffidence 
made him at all times averse to 
preaching in that language ; 
though,when he had prepared him- 
self, he was able do so in a man- 
ner by no means discreditable to 
him, or unedifying to his hearers, 
But as a Welsh scholar, Mr. 
Davies was truly eminent, rank- 
ing amongst the ablest critics of 
his day. To understand the 
elementary principles, structure, 
&c., of his native tongue, he had 
taken surprising pains; and with 


}every question of British learn- 


ing he was quite familiar. He 
translated mto the language of 
his country Fuller's ‘ Exposition 
of the Apocalypse,” and Ward’s 
‘© Farewell Letters,’’. most. ably 
and learnedly; though, by aiming 
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ata standard above. the taste of 


his countrymen in’ general, he. 


materially abridged their useful- 
ness. 

Asa divine, Mr. Davies was 
second to none of his brethren in 
the Principality. His views were 
scriptural, carefully and cau- 
tiously formed, and fondly che- 
rished. His attachment to the 
word of God was uniform, de- 
vout, and impassioned. He loved 
the Scriptures: his soul was ena- 
moured of their excellencies and 
beauties, and they furnished him 
with the means of incessant medi- 
tation, All helps to the better 
understanding of the sacred books 
which he could procure, he taxed 
unsparingly, solicitous to under- 
stand the will of God, and re- 
membering that (to use the words 
of the excellent Cecil), ‘the 
meaning of the Bible 1s the Bi- 
ble.” Of the works of the di- 
vines of the two last centuries, 
there were but few that he had 
not read. Among the modern 
writers on theology he gave the 
Rey. Andrew Fuller a decided 
preference... No minister in the 
kingdom laboured more assidu- 
ously to disseminate the principles 
advocated in the writings of that 
incomparable man. He, together 
with the late excellent and Rev. 
Joseph Harris, the late Rev. 
Richard Foulks, of Denbighshire, 
and the revered and_ excellent 
tutor of the Abergavenny aca- 
demy, the Rev. Micah Thomas, 
did the cause of pure religion 
and of sound theology great ser- 
vice in this respect ; for which, to 
be sure, while they received ‘the 
gratitude of many, they received 
a due proportion of defamation 
and calumny from others, who 
thought, no doubt, they did there- 
by God service. Mr. Davies 
wrote. in the last year of his life 
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a series.of papers: ony important 
theological subjects, embodying 
the views he Wed so. zealously 
preached—which haye since been 
published in one octavo. volume— 
and which, for purity. and even 
beauty of composition, class 
amongst the choicest products, of 
the Welsh press. 

Mr, Davies was a preacher. of 
no common order. His extensive 
and accurate information, and. 
especially his treasures of biblical 
lore, enabled him. to preach with 
great acceptance. His, citation 
of a passage of Scripture, by the, 
connexion in which it was intro-, 
duced—by the emphasis he placed 
on the principal..term—or by an 
explicatory remark,was frequently, 
a sufficient exposition of it. . His 
quotations from the sacred. vo- 
lume were very copious. and ap- 
posite, His preaching was, dis- 
tinguished by happy arrange- 
ment of its matter, fulness and 
pointedness of proof, closeness 
and pungency of application, and 
by its extreme affectionateness. 
In his last years his earnestness 
very much increased ; every one 
felt he spoke from the heart, and 
what he said found its way easier, 
on that account, into the heart. 
In former years, he told the writer, 
his sermons were much elabor- 
ated; but in the last five or six 
years of his life he attended more 
to the adaptedness.of his preach- 
ing to the circumstances of his 
people, and found his account. in 
it by new and increasing indica- 
tions of usefulness. Mr. Davies's 
delivery was perfectly _ natural 
and easy. He spoke rather slowly ; 
and though, as he proceeded, his 
utterance became more rapid and 
loud, there was nothing in any 
part of his discourse which could 
offend the) most . accomplished 
There was much of 
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natural pathos in his address; and 
this, in connexion with the infi- 
nitely interesting topics continual- 
ly occurring and recurring in the 
course of the Christian ministry, 
and under the guidance of his pro- 
found personal piety, frequently 
produced prodigious effects. A 
remark which the writer recol- 
lects meeting with in some notice 
of the Rev. Dr. Fawcett, ‘* that 
his preaching was sometimes so 
pathetic, as to fairly melt downa 
whole congregation into tender- 
ness,” would: be literally true, if 
applied to the subject of this me- 
moir. Such scenes I had for 
years the happiness of witnessing 
from time to time; and in the 
emotions produced on these occa- 
sions it was my frequent privilege 
largely to participate, and the re- 
collection inspires no small de- 
gree of gratitude to God for such 
valuable immunities. Another 
remark, one made by Robert 
Robinson in reference to the 
preaching of Beza, is equally 
applicable to, and characteristic 
of, that of Mr. Davies: ‘“It was 
a shower of the softest dew.” All 
was gentle, calm, and insinuating, 
Not only it bore no analogy to 
the cataract, it was not even com- 
parable to the shower, unless it be 
one of the almost imperceptible 
showers of a genial spring, when 
the heavens answer the cry of the 
earth in such a manner as not to 
impede the necessary labours of 
the husbandman—when the sk 

moistens the soil quietly, kindly, 
tenderly. With nought of the ap- 
pearance and manner of a preacher 
meditating an attack upon his 
hearers, he would carefully and 
cautiously lay his siege; and ere 
the besieged was aware, the as- 
sent of his understanding was 
gone, even if he afterwards strug- 
gled to retain the consent of his 
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heart. His preaching was sel- 
dom or never professedly contro- 
versial. He knew human nature 
too well to provoke his hearers at 
the outset to self-defence. His 
advice, given the writer when he 
was about entering the ministry, 
was to this effect: As a general 
rule, advance your views and 
statements as though no person 
present so much as doubted their 
correctness. He would frequently 
refer to Mr. Fuller’s conduct in 
this, particular. ‘‘ Though,” he 
would observe, “ Fuller was unri- 
valled as a polemical writer, in 
the pulpit he disputed little, but 
divided tke spoil.” 

But that which gave true and 
lasting value to all Mr. Davies’s 
accomplishments was his un- 
feigned piety. This added to the 
lustre of every acquirement, and 
invested the whole with dignity 
and beauty. We do not chal- 
lenge for our friend (now, alas ! 
no longer with us) a perfect 
piety. He had his failings. He 
was too careless of his temporal 
concerns; there was about him 
an unjustifiable neglect as it re- 
garded matters of arrangement 
and detail. None was more sensi- 
ble of this than himself; and we 
need not hesitate to assert, that it 
was to him the source of much 
and frequent “ godly sorrow.” 

Taking into view the whole of 
his character, it was one of deep- 
toned, sterling, fervent godliness. 
He was clothed with humility ; 
he walked with much lowliness of 
mind before Infinite Purity, and 
found in his last hours the assist- 
ance promised to those who walk 
with God. ‘ Through divine 
mercy,” said he on his death-bed 
to a friend, <‘my mind is calm in 
the prospect of eternity. The 
Saviour, whom I have preached 


with so much delight, is now my 


a 
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sure support, firmer than the pillars 
of the universe! He has swallowed 
death in victory; and thanks be 
unto. God, who giveth me the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ !_ How blessed is the word 
of God when it finds a place in 
the heart! and how happy is it, 
to recollect passages that are ap- 
plicable to one’s situation ; such 
as, ‘When my heart and my flesh 
faileth,’ &c. If I should preach 
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again, I think. it would be a 
source of great pleasure to me; 
but I never shall! God does not 
stand in need of my service; He 
can raise whomsoever he_ pleases 
for his glory; and, if all, were 
silent, the stones would praise 
him!’ Frawd anwyl, anwyl! 
poenus yw meddwl na chaf dy 
weled nath glywed mwy ! 

D. R. STEPHEN, 
Swansea, 22 April, 1836. 


ON THE LEGAL INTERESTS OF DISSENTERS. 


Tue conflict between the state 
religionist and the dissenter, is 
one of truth and error—liberty 
and oppression—religious free- 
dom and ecclesiastical domina- 
tion. The interests of dissenters, 
legally and politically considered, 
are reducible to three classes, 
each of which should be consi- 
dered apart from the others, and 
the advancement of each should 
be separately pursued. The first 
class comprehends the grievances 
which dissenters suffer immedi- 
ately at the hands of the state 
church; to which may be added 


‘those fiscal exactions to which 


dissenters are subjected in the 
shape of stamp duties upon their 
chapel and school deeds, and of 
taxes upon the materials employed 
in the construction of those build- 
ings; from all which burdens, as 
is generally known, the estab- 
lished church is exempt. The in- 
terests of dissenters are, in the 
next place, to be considered as 
they are affected by various evils, 
which have arisen more from 
within than from without. their 
own pale, but which can be re- 
medied only by legislative inter- 
vention. Dissenting interests are 
finally to be contemplated as they 
bear upon the separation of the 


church from the state, and what 
equitably should be the results of 
that measure; a subject, how- 
ever, which dissenters will ap- 
proach rather as Christians and 
citizens than in any other capa- 
city, regarding this vitally impor- 
tant question as one in which 
every section of the church is 
alike and most deeply concerned. 

It is only to two or three of these 
matters that the writer, at pre- 
sent, wishes to call attention; 
purposing to confine his observa- 
tions, chiefly, to the legal docu- 
ments of dissenters, and the stamp 
duties payable thereon, The-acts 
for *‘ building and promoting the 
erection of additional churches 
and chapels in populous parishes,” 
in connexion with the state reli- 
gion of the country, 59 Geo. IL. 
cap. 134, sec. 35, and 3 Geo. IV. 
cap. 72, sec. 28,..exempt all 
deeds and conveyances relating 
thereto from the stamp duties 
imposed by the 55 Geo. III. cap. 
184. Dissenters, therefore, in or- 
der to be upon a par with their 
more privileged friends, the epis- 
copalians, should seek to be re- 
lieved, not only, as has been re- 
commended, ‘from the expense 
incurred in every renewal of their 
trust-deeds ;” but, in future, om 
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the duty at present chargeable 
upon the conveyance of chapels, 
or of land whereon chapels are to 
be built, in respect of the pur- 
chase-money ; and also in respect 
of the instruments declaring the 
trusts of a chapel, where the trusts 
are set forth in a document dis- 
tinct from the purchase-deed. 
Relief such as this would be a 
boon to all dissenting societies, 
but more especially to suchas 
are yet to be constituted. And 
dissenters have as clear a right 
to be favoured in this respect as 
the dominant and privileged sect. 

In this department, however, 
much more is to be done. Whilst 


seeking to be’ relieved from stamp | 
duties, and other fiscal exactions, | 


why not endeavour to obtain the 
aid of the legislature, towards 
the rectification of those of our 
legal documents, the defective- 
ness of which parliament can only 
remedy? It is well known, that 
most of our old chapel-deeds are 
defective in principle, ‘and ‘that 


many of the inconveniences sus- | 


tained by dissenting. societies 


arise, not so much drom what has | 


been termed “ the indeterminate- 


ness of law,” as'from some of those | 


injudicious regulations which dis- 


senters have themselves adopted | 


as the legal basis of their religi- 
ous communities, and which the 
law, merely as a secondary in- 
strument, has secured and perpe- 
tuated. The interests of dissent- 
ers, not ‘only in relation to the 
ownership of chapels, but to much 
‘of the economy of a Christian 


‘church, are promoted or. marred | 


‘in proportion as 'chapel-deeds an- 
‘swer the ends contemplated by 
those who, on scripture grounds, 
are united in Christian fellowship. 
The defectiveness of the old cha- 
pel-deeds arises, chiefly, from the 
circumstance that those — prin- 
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ciples, which it was their object 
to "secure, were but imperfectly 
understood by our ancestors, Ex- 
perience has taught useful lessons 
in this respect ; and hence* it is 
that the majority of those deeds 
which declare the trusts of re- 
cently formed churches, give full 
play to dissenting principles. The 


evils engendered by many of the 


documents which have descended 
to us from our fathers, have been 
perpetuated to the present day, 
and are still in baneful operation, 
in consequence of the inapplica- 
bility of modern plans to old do- 
ecuments; such plans being pro- 
spective and not retrospective ; 
so that-in the appointment of new 
trustees underold deeds, the trusts, 
however injudicious, must be pre- 
served in all their integrity, and be 
acted out by the newly-appointed 
trustees, Several years sincé the 
committee of deputies, and more 
recently the Methodist conference, 
endeavoured to do something to- 
wards remedying the inconve- 
niences here noticed. So sensibly 
did “ Conference” appear to feel 
the importance of some improve- 
ment in this ‘part of their eco- 
nomy, that they appointed a com- 
mittee to inquire into'the ‘* eligi- 
bility of a plan for the settlement 
of Methodist chapels.” The com- 
mittee put itself into communica- 
tion with some of the most emi- 
nent counsel of the'day; and as 
the result of various labours in 
this important matter, we have 
an octavo pamphlet, of eighty 
pages, published ‘in 1832, ‘con- 
taining a “summary of the pro- 
ceedings of the committee, and 
a correct copy of the médel-deed 
adopted by the conference.” But 
this plan, and the various other 
plans approved by different’ see- 
tions of the dissenting commu- 
nity, however excellent in the ab- 
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stract,: must. without legislative 
aid prove abortive, with regard to 
the many hundred chapels whose 
trusts were in operation anterior 
to the modern devices. 

The design of this paper.is not 
so much to particularize the de- 
fects apparent in the trusts of our 
old chapels,—defects which ori- 
ginated in the adoption of prin- 
ciples either radically bad or ill 
defined,—as to suggest a remedy. 
There can be no doubt that the 
redress to which dissenters are 
looking forwards, will be afforded 
by distinct acts of parliament. 
Let us, through the medium of 
one of them, seek the rectifica- 
tion of the evils in question. The 
‘dissenters, and especially the In- 
dependents and Baptists, hold 
.certain principles, connected with 
-the legal interests and the gene- 
ral constitution of their societies, 
with whose unfettered operation 
-they identify the peace, increase, 
and usefulness of the churches. 
-Let us by all means seek to be 
relieved from the stamp-duties at 
present payable upon the pur- 
chase and trust-deeds of our cha- 
pels and public’ school-houses, 
-and upon the instruments appoint- 
ing new trustees, and from the 
duties charged upon the mate- 
vials employed in the erection of 
those buildings. . Let us beseech 
the Legislature that we may be 
saved the present exorbitant ex- 
penses of enrolment, and that the 
-purposes of our trusts may be ef- 
fected on unstamped paper, ac- 
cording to some simplified and 
prescribed plan. But let us go 
-farther, and seek the power of 
modifying our trusts in accord- 
ance with principles now ma- 
turely developed, and clearly un- 
derstood. It is scarcely neces- 
‘sary to say that the writer doves 


not for a moment contemplate 
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the modification of any relegious 
sentiment, but merely the improve- 
ment of the machinery. through 
which doctrinal opinions, and the 
Christian liberty proper toa 
people united in church-fe low- 
ship, may be brought more effici- 
ently to bear upon the best-inte- 
rests of man. 

It is submitted, that the follow- 
ing particulars are appropriate. to 


the constitution of so much of a 


Christian church as relates to its 
legal condition; and that every 
society,» not thus constituted, 
should have power to modify its 
trusts accordingly. 

1. That the ownership of, the 
chapel should be held in subser- 
viency to the religious interests of 
the people worshipping therein, 
and, so far as is practicable, in 
aid. thereof. 

2. That no. chapel-trustees 
ought, as such, to interfere with 
the religious interests and church 
privileges of the society, whose 
legal interests are confided to 
them. 

3. That as the peace and li- 
berty of a people are closely; con- 
nected with the trusts themselves, 
as set forth in the deeds; such 
trusts should harmonize, not only 


-with the dry requisitions of law, 


but with scriptural truth. The 
following are among the points 
which chapel-deed trusts should 
define and secure. 

(1) The purpose for which the 
building is set apart; the deno- 
mination to which the. persons 
therein assembling belong; and 
their leading religious sentiments. 

(2) The use of the building ac- 
cordingly. 

(3) Such minister, to officiate 
as a majority of the members 
shall choose, but so long only as 
the majority shall think proper. 

(4) Provision should be. made 

25 
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for ‘the ‘sale or mortgage, the 
tonveyance or exchange, of the 
ipretitises—the ‘appropriation of 
‘tthe money thus to arise in the 
purchase of other ‘premises, or 
otherwise—the appointment of a 
treasurer—for trustees’ meetings 
—for 'the sufficiency of trustees’ 
receipts and contracts—for the 
perpetuation of the trusteeship 
an ‘new trustees (to be appointed 
by the members) for the settle- 
ment of disputes by arbitration, 
&c. 

The wished for enactment would 
‘of course effectually protect the 


doctrinal sentiments of dissenters 
from suffering violence through a | 


modification of the trusts, by ren- 
‘dering it imperative upon every 
society, desirous to avail itself of 
the proposed benefit, ‘to give due 
public notice of such desire ; so 
that, upon the caveat of any dis- 
‘sentient ‘or opposing party, ‘the 
intention should be stayed, ‘until 
determined upon by some compe- 
tent tribunal. 

_ It cannot be too clearly seen 
and felt, that trusts and trustees 
‘are made for the people, not the 
‘people for them. Where, as is 
‘too often the case under the old 
‘system, trustees are armed with 
supererogatory powers, such pow- 
‘ers should be reduced to their ap- 
‘propriate dimensions. It may also 
‘be observed, and that too in per- 
fect accordance'with a reverential 
‘and holy respect for the pastoral 
office, as for ‘an institution of 
Christ ever to be identified with 
the best interests of man, that the 
connexion between pastor and 
‘people should be considered as be- 
ing strictly moral—that it should 
never be formed, continued, or 
‘severed, but in the fear of the 
‘Lord, and with a ‘single eye to his 
glory; and that the minister’s 
“claim ‘to his pulpit should, there- 
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fore, rest ‘principally on moral 
grounds. Surely it 1s not proper 
that where’a majority, and 1t may 
be a very considerable majority, 
desire a change in the pastoral 
office, such desire cannot be 
carried into effect,—in the absence 
of an appropriate provision in the 
deed, or of an ungracious stipu- 
lation, supplying such a defect, 
for determining the ‘pastoral of- 


fice, and made at its commence- 


ment,—if the minister be disposed 
to vindicate his dry legal right to 
a life estate in the pulpit. Such 
cases have occurred, and mostiaf- 


‘flictive and injurious have been 


the results. The power to amend 
our trusts, in this respect, would 
prevent the recurrence of a hke 
calamity, The meddling of a con- 
gregation, not in membership, 


im the choice of a minister, be- 


cause clothed with such a power 
by badly constituted trusts, on 
the mere ground of renting sit- 
tings, calls for rectification; “as 
does also all superfluous: litiga- 
tion upon dissenting matters, in 


-courts of Jaw or equity. 


The Baptist Magazine for April, 
of the present year, contains a 


‘paper from the excellent Mr. Sto- 


vel, relating partly to matters 
adverted to in this communica- 
tion. In reference to the obser- 
vations of Mr. Stovel (whom: to 
know is highly to esteem), at the 
latter part of p. 137, and the com- 
mencement of p..138, the writer 
would suggest, with much defe- 
rence, ‘that the church by “ law 
established,” and the dissenting 
churches, ‘can never be in such 
parallel circumstances as for dis- 
senters to ‘seek, or even desire, 
that the ownership of theirscha- 
pels ‘should be ‘secured in«ithe 
same way as ‘are the chapels of 
the establishment; ‘the latter be- 
ing‘national, the former’ private, 
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property. Dissenters should: not 
desire to be elevated to the pre- 
sent position of the hierarchy, 
even with regard to their chapels ; 
but rather, that the establishment 
may descend from its bad emi- 
nence, and have fellowship with 
us in sueh rights, and such rights 
only, as are strictly equitable and 
equal. It may be doubted whe- 
ther. dissenting chapels can be 
better secured than by vesting 
them in trustees; and it is to: be 
hoped, that the time is not very 
far distant when, through the se- 
paration of the church from the 
state, episcopal chapels. will have 
no better security. What we want 
Is, an improvement in our trusts, 
and the declaration of them to 
-be on unstamped paper; and the 
power of appointing new trustees, 
free from stamp-duty, either by 
endorsement on the original deed, 
or by a memorandum, in, writing 
to accompany it. With the aid 
of the Legislature, all the incon- 
veniences of the present system 
could be easily obviated. Mr. 
Stovel, referring to the appoint- 
ment of trustees, in the room of 
those who may have died, ob- 
serves, ‘when these are all dead, 
excepting two or three, the, deed 
must be renewed; and, if that 
be neglected, as it often has been, 
the property is lost.’’ Now. our 
excellent friend and your readers 
generally will be. gratified to 
know, that by a recent law, so 
unfortunate. an occurrence as, the 
loss of trust property, in the case 
supposed, needs not to occur; 
for by 1 William IV. cap. 60, the 
legal. representatives of the . last 
surviving trustee are the proper 


parties to. appoint new trustees ; 


and if such are not to be found, 
or if, though found, they should 
be unwilling to. do, what. is, re- 
quired, the.court of chancery will, 
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on application, and in.a summary 
way, do whatever is. requisite ‘in 
that respect. 

Though some concessions be 
made to-us during the: present 
session, the Legislature will, there 
can be no doubt, be stilk in ar- 
rears with us. Let us seek for 
the residuum of our rights with 
respectful importunity, relying, 
under God, more upon our own 
unanimity and Christian wisdom, 
than upon the wisdom of senators, 
or the philanthropy of the king’s 
ministers. 

Could dissenters be brought to 
act as one body, the results would 
be most satisfactory. We have 


“been individual in our movements, 


whereas we. ought to have been 
collective. Were the legal and 
political interests of dissenters 
confided, at this crisis, to. a stand- 
ing committee of about twelve of 
our wisest, best. informed, and 
most business-like men, the fond- 
est hopes might be, indulged. 
Such men, would be. able accu- 
rately to survey the different, in- 
terests. of dissenters, in all, their 
bearings and, details, and) would, 
there can be no doubt, as, one: te- 
sult of their labours, be able to 
have introduced, into. the House 
such a, bill: as. would, quietly and 
most beneficially operate, upon, the 
dissenting community, not only 
without, but within, its own pale. 
Much, that we want. from. PRarlia- 
ment may be considered as being 
of a private, nature, but which, 
nevertheless, as it clashes. with 
no, vested or party interests, we 
shall assuredly. be, able to obtain 
at the hands of those who are 
willing to assist us in public mat- 
ters, and at the, expense, it may 
be, of really opposing interests, 
If our affairs are. managed with 
skill, there will be no difficulty in 
blending, the second class. of our 
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interests. with so much of: the first, 
as shall remain.unalleviated dur- 
ing this session. And such relief 
as we may still need, we shall do 
well to seek through a bill, to be 
introduced, as much as possible, 
by ourselves, and to be drawn un- 
der our own supervision. 

To no members of His Majesty’s 
government, however liberal or 
patriotic—to no mere lawyer, 
however profound, can be safely 
intrusted the affairs of dissenters, 
without the active and vigilant 
co-operation of those who, in ad- 
dition to their being better ac- 
quainted with our affairs, sym- 
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pathize in our principles, and are 
anxious’ to give them unfettered 
operation. mag: 
By the rectification of our in- 
ternal evils, and the removal of 
our external grievances, we shall 
be better able to display the na- 
tive energy and the superior efh- 
cacy of the voluntary principle; 
and we shall, especially, be better 
prepared to contend for the Chris- 
tian’s ultimate aim—the separa- 
tion of the church from every 
worldly alliance—the universal 
spread of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion. 
Portsea. 


JR. 


CAUTION TO SPECULATORS. 


I REQUEST permission to call 
the attention of the readers of the 
Baptist Magazine to the peculiar 
danger in the present day from 
the existing temptations to engage 
in the numerous public compa- 
nies now forming; which having 
no charter nor act of incorpora- 
tion, every proprietor is involved 
in the liabilities of a partnership, 
which, in several instances, extends 
to three years after their retire- 
ment from the company, for trans- 
actions occurring whilst they were 
members, although the subsequent 
management may bring into ac- 
tion the very principle of liability 
previously contracted. Some of 
these undertakings will be sub- 
ject to the excise, the stamp, and 
the revenue laws, each shareholder 
being debtor for the duties, and 
in case of default on the part of an 
unsuccessful company, may have 
his property seized by the crown, 
asexecutions on judgment, and 
decrees obtained against the 
officers, may be sued out against 
any member of the co-partnership. 
In the event of death, wives and 


families, and even executors, Ie- 
gatees, and trustees, may be left 
under responsibilities which they 
may be altogether unable to meet, 
the liability being not merely 
limited to the forfeiture of the 
shares, but extending to the 
whole amount of their fortune. 
These companies, far from abating 
in number, are daily increasing, 
and are, I fear, in some instances, 
preparing deep suffering for the 
community. I believe that many 
persons, otherwise prudent and 
thoughtful, particularly females, 
have through ignorance and the 
force of example, become engaged 
in responsibilities beyond . their 
capital, which, in those projects 
terminating unsuccessfully, may 
be succeeded by harassing, and 
even embarrassing litigation. 
Under the pressure of pecuniary 
claims that cannot be met, the 
obligations of honesty. may be for- 
gotten ; and even when they are 
maintained, homes may be deso- 
lated, and the comfort of families 
invaded, if not destroyed. This 
making haste to be rich, has a 
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tendency to unsettle the mind, and 
to. draw it off from that calm and 
tranquil state, so promotive of our 
Christian advancement. We 
ought also to remember we are re- 
sponsible for our example to those 
around us, and that it is our duty 
not to sanction the pursuit of 
wealth through the medium of 
speculation. Great, indeed, will 
be the responsibility of those per- 
sons who engage in these things 
for temporary gain, and who thus 
involve their fellow-beings in the 
consequences of a selfishness which 
they clearly foresee must be dis- 
astrous to others. 

Although I thus raise a warning 
voice, and point out the dangers 
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many are incurring, I rejoice in 
knowing that a large number of 
persons have, from a sense of 
duty, abstained from these things; 
and I shall be indeed gratified, if 
what I have written should pre- 
vent any from the pursuit of di- 
rect speculation, and induce them 
hereafter to confine their transac- 
tions in assisting the satisfactory 
progress of those well-considered 
and useful undertakings, which 
will not involve the ignorant and 
the innocent in responsibilities, so 
far beyond their means and their 
intentions, as to render them lia- 
ble to be entangled ininextricable 
confusion. 


B. 


REVIEW. 


— 


Christian Baptism, &c.: : being the Sub- 
stance of a Sermon preached in the Con- 
gregational Chapel, Chard. 

With An Examination of the same ; by S. 
S. Harcu. 

And Observations on the same; by A. 
Bisnor.—London : Hamilton, Adams, 
and Co., pp. 108. 

A learned and most respectable 
Independent minister, when recently 
asked by a friend, what was his 
reason for baptizing infants in pri- 
vate? replied: “ Silence, you know, 
Sir, is our stronghold.” This wit- 
ness is true; and it would be well 
if some of the polemics, who have 
lately appeared on that side, were 
endowed with his wisdom and 
candour. 

The Christian church will, how- 
ever, be much indebted to such te- 
merity as appears in the “ Substance 
of a Sermon” before us, for placing 
the subject of Christian baptism in 
its.real position. The ordinary de- 
fenders of infant sprinkling repre- 
sent the whole question as trivial. 
They say that the point is non- 
essential, and scope is thus given 
for ingenuity ; but this man, what- 


ever be his name, plunges at once 
into that kind of statement, which 
confounds every principle of true 
religion, and obliterates every dis- 
tinction between sinner and saint, 
as though he aimed, without a 
blush, to amalgamate the church 
and the world. The more modest 
mode of admitting the validity of 
believers’ baptism, and pleading for 
infant sprinkling, as an ordinance 
equally valid, is here absolute- 
ly rejected. It is not to be sup- 
posed, that the author never read 
the expression of Peter to the Ethi- 
opian, “If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest.” Yet one 
section of his tract has this title: 

“Fourthly. THAT THERE IS NO 
AUTHORITY IN SCRIPTURE FOR 
WHAT Is CALLED BELIEVERS’ Bap- 
TISM.” 

This is going the whole length of 
imprudence; and the remarks that 
follow seem as though they were 
written for a nation of infants, who 
either had no Bible, or were unable 
to read it. The author has placed 
himself where direct and obvious 
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contradiction is. inevitable: and it 
would, seem to be impossible for 
him to lay aside the feeling which 
pervades the whole, and study the 
heads of his own discourse, as he 
proposes, by the word of God, with- 
out arriving at the conclusion which 
we hold, and resigning the practice 
for which he pleads. But, should 
he be induced to prosecute the 
study, and instead, of being fully 
convinced of bis own, error, meet 
with some real difficulties connected 
with the observance of our Re- 
deemer’s sacrament; if he will lay 
them before the public in a proper 
way, and with due reverence for 
divine truth, we promise to find 
them a calm, candid, and we hope 
a satisfactory, solution: but at pre- 
sent we must leave him in the 
hands of his brethren, whose re- 
plies connected with the tract will 
more than suflice for its refutation. 

But Chard is not the only scene 
of warfare. A similar tract on the 
same subject was recently sent forth 
against our brethren in Gloucester- 
shire. At Bury, in Suffolk, another 
effort of the same kind has unin- 
tentionally rendered much assist- 
ance in the diffusion of divine 
truth, by producing a conviction 
the opposite of that which was in- 
tended. And we understand that 
such pamphlets are sent forth pri- 
vately in London to afconsiderable 
extent. Sometimes these produc- 
tions bear the author’s name; at 
other times not. Insome instances, 
thousands of anonymous pamphlets 
have been quietly circulated through, 
a neighbourhood before the fact 
was discovered by our brethren, 
This concealed form of attack is 
generally chosen ; and not without 
prudence: for when our opponents 
leave their ‘ stronghold of silence,” 
it is better to die unnamed, than to 
have a defeat recorded in the his- 
tory of individuals. — 

The replies occasioned by suchas- 
saults are demanded in faithfulness. 
to God and man; and in the present 
instance, deserve commendation, 
both for their completeness, and for 
the good feeling with which the 
whole argument is maintained. In 
this our brethren should be particu- 
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larly. careful; not because Christian 
love is really more binding on Bap- 
tists than it is on other sections of 
the church, for Jesus commanded 
all his disciples to love one another; 
but those who have been, planted in 
the likeness of his death have, in 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, given 
so solemn a pledge, of devotedness 
to him, that they, above all other 
men, ought to be filled with the 
spirit of their Redeemer. 

Besides this, Providence has call- 
ed our churches to occupy a most 
prominent and dangerous position 
in the contest with spiritual wicked+ 
ness.. Other churches, though for 
the most part right in their views 
of divine doctrines, admit the pro- 
priety of using a little worldly 
policy in religious affairs. But 
the principles which make them 
Baptists, compel our brethren to 
reject this license as a dangerous 
error. All the experience of past 
ages proves that this opinion is right; 
but those who hold it are thereby 
rendered prominent, when trath is 
to be defended, and folly reproved. 
They are, therefore, constantly in 
danger of being regarded as. con- 
tentious; hence, special care is, ne- 
cessary, to mingle with every act 
of faithfulness a peculiar fervency 
of brotherly love, lest: the truth we 
revere be rendered repulsive, and 
our good be evil spoken oft 

One occasion for its exercise will 
be found in the: necessity for mutual 
confidence and individual devoted- 
ness. When we put on Christ, we 
were given first to the Lord, and 
then to his people. On the ground 
of this sacramental act,’ Baptists 
have a right to claim from each 
other entire devotion to the truth of 
God, combined with mutual sympa- 
thy and faithfulness. The mostde- 
licate principles of honour should 
therefore distinguish the intercourse 
of all their ministers. Officers in 
their churches ought to be feelingly 
alive to each other’s comfort and 
usefulness. Their brethren should 
cultivate the fellowship of saints as 
muchas possible. Churches should 
join with churches to promote the 
kingdom of their Lord with peculiar 
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‘zeal; eachone seeking opportunities 
‘for usefulness, rather than worldly 
‘respectability. It was thus that our 
forefathers gained the crown of mar- 
tyrdom, and preserved for us the 
liberty and the sacraments we now 
enjoy. 

The strict observance of these 
duties is more imporiant now, be- 
cause the blessing of God upon our 
churches has produced a-more than 
usual activity in opposition to our 
‘principles. To worldly men they 
must always be unpalatable; but 
recently, they have elicited from 
brethren of other denominations, 
‘policies and expressions of feeling, 
which it would have been unchari- 
table to have expected. Such indi- 
cations of human weakness should 
only form fresh occasions for bro- 
therly love; for if we cannot al- 
-ways admire them, our fellow-Chris- 
tians have a right to demand our 
-pity and our prayers. 

Within the last few years, many 
important interests have been as- 
sailed. Our Calcutta version of the 
New Testament has been rejected,in 
direct violation of the great princi- 
ples observed by the Bible Society ; 
and more than once the firebrand 
of contention has been found thrown 
into. our scenes of labour. Whether 
every such event may be traced al- 
together to human agency, it might 
be hard to determine; but in any 
measures that may be found neces- 
sary for the support of truth, spe- 
cial care should be taken, that a 
‘society so important as thatby which 
the Scriptures are so extensively 

‘circulated, receive as little injury as 
possible, and that nothing contrary 
to brotherly affection be in any case 

indulged. 

Some of the brethren may not be 
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aware that these hostile movements 
are not to be attributed to any body 
of Christians, but to a few indi- 
viduals, who seem inclined to derive 
all the advantage possible to their 
party from one or two hacknied ma- 
neeuvres. The principal secret of 
their policy consists in doing an act 
privately, of which the odium is 
transferred by public misstatements 
to the very individual it was intend- 
ed to injure. A specimen of this com- 
mon artifice has occurred recently 
in ‘the Suffolk publication, which 
gave rise to a curious review in the 
Congregational Magazine for May 
last. Our brethren will not be 
alarmed at the consequences, when 
they learn that the tract which is 
there mentioned so discreditably to 
the conductors of that work, is 
making Baptists at Bury by whole- 
sale. 

Our brethren will be protected 
from any great excitement on such 
occasions, by the catholicity of 
their principles, and the immuta- 
bility of divine truth; and, though 
the policy may produce a little in- 
convenience for the moment, it is 
easily counteracted by affectionately 
bearing theimputation untilordinary 
events have demonstrated its injus- 
tice. We must not cease to observe 
the command of our Redeemer, 
therefore, on any consideration ; 
but strive fer union to the very ut- 
most, and love all who love the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity. The in- 
terests of our country and the cause 
of truth demand this of our churches 
especially. Whatever others may 
do, we must PRAY FOR THE PEACE 
oF JERUSALEM. ‘‘For our bre- 
thren’s and for our fathers’ sake, 
will we now say, Peace be within 
thee!” 
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DENOMINATIONAL ANNIVERSARIES. 


. Tur meetings of the past month were anticipated with much anxiety by many. 

_ Friends and foes were filled with conjectures respecting the result to which they 
might lead. Some were ready to predict a division of the body ; and others who 
went not quite so far, were fearful lest the elements of discord had been so com- 
bined as to render the peace of our churches exceedingly precarious. 
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It is true that we have been in danger; but happily, the danger was connected 
with measures sufficiently important to awaken the energy of Christian principle. 
The great question of American Slavery, with all the interests and cruelties 
which it involves, had been necessarily forced on public attention ;, and there 
are nut wanting those who seemed intent, either on setting the Baptists in England 
at war with those in America, or dividing and shattering our interests at home, 

When the honour of God and the consistency of Christian principle demand it, 
neither the Baptists in England nor those in America will, we trust, withhold 
from each other the severest exercise of Christian faithfulness; but they will not 
be driven, under that pretext, to expend their resources, and tarnish their high 
honour, by acts of discord. To this they will not be easily driven at any time ; 

-much less now, when labours of so great importance call for their universal and 
holy co-operation, 

A few days since, measures were in progress, which must have produced on the 
public mind an impression, that ours were the only churches in America that have 
members who inherit slayes. Perhaps there might have been no design in this. 
But whether there were or no, it will be seen, by our present number, that, whilst 
all sections of the church are stained with the pollution, the Baptists have most dis- 
tinctly prctested against the evil, and publicly adopted those measures which must 
lead to speedy and perfect emancipation. 

Our churches in America are of three classes. First, Those composed of slaves 

and men of colour, which are numerous and constantly increasing. Secondly, those 
composed of whites holding anti-slavery. principles: of these, one part may be 
-ealled moderate, and the other radical, from which a letter has recently reached 
England, bearing the signatures of more than 180 pastors. The third class of our 
churches contains slave-proprietors: of these, some admit slaves to equal fellowship 
with their masters, no other distinction being observed than we see in England be- 
tween masters and servants; but others are guilty of withholding equal fellowship 
from their slaves. Of these three classes, the two former are all anti-slavery men ; 
and all the slaves in the latter class may be added to them. This will make an 
immense number of Baptists in America, who are zealous in seeking emancipa- 
tion. The measures that have been adopted in London this year will strengthen 
our fellowship with these churches, encourage them in their work, and act upon 
those which remain mistaken and guilty, with a vigour which they cannot resist ; 
and speedily lead to other measures, which will either free the slaves, or termi- 
nate our Christian fellowship with their masters. 

Meanwhile nothing can be more important than union at home. For the report 
of every society presents fresh claims on Christian fortitude and zeal. The 
continent of Europe, with its sinful necessities; Ireland, with her numerous woes ; 
the villages at home, with their endeared families; the Indies, both East and 
West ; appear before us as suppliants asking additional favours, in a way which 
demonstrates that those which have been received were highly appreciated, and 
thankfully improved, > 

The report of the Baptist Mission, replete with interest on many accounts, 
announced the final rejection of the New Testament translated by the Rev. Mr, 
Yates, of Calcutta. ‘The British and Foreign Bible Society was led to this step by 
his translation of the word baptize with its deriyatives. A version of the New T'es- 
tament is thus thrown upon our hands, which has been produced by our own agent, 
which has received the highest testimonials to its accuracy, and which is nowrejected 
because the corruption of a sacrament ordained by our Redeemer cannot be main- 
tained, where a faithful translation of his law is possessed and studied. If, through 
inertness or division, the Baptist churches in England and America should suffer 
this golden opportunity to pass without producing an apparatus that shall supply 
their churches and the world with faith/ul translations of the word of God, they 
will not merely become the ridicule of their adversaries, but God will frown on 
their infidelity, and unborn generations will deplore the folly of their fathers. 

The liberation of our churches at home from compulsory exactions in favour of 
the Establishment, received the attention which might have been expected from 
the operation of our principles. 

The liquidation of chapel debts has not only occupied the attention of brethren 
in town, but through the whole country an interest is awakened to its importance, 
as subsidiary to all other movements in the church of God. 

During the whole of these labours, in which are comprehended the support of our 
colleges, and the relief of the poor widows, God has been pleased to manifest his 
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gracious benediction. 
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Within the memory of no one present has there been 


exhibited so full and so delightful a triumph of Christian principle over every 


feeling of the human breast. 


The advance of every affair evolved an especial 


interposition of mercy ; and the conclusion, as full of promise for the future, as of 
comfort for the past, unfolded the triumph of grace. ‘Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy and thy truth’s sake. 


Epiror. 


FOREIGN. 


_ AMERICA—SLAVERY. 
To the Members of the Board of Baptist 
Ministers in and near London. 
Respected and dear Brethren, 

The undersigned are pastors .and 
ministers of the Baptist denomination in 
the. United States of America. Your 
letter, addressed to us in common with 
our brethren throughout our country, 
dated London, Dec. 31, 1833, and signed 
in your behalf by W. H. Murch, Chair- 
man, Theological Tutor, Stepney Col- 
lege, has but recently. reached us, or we 
should have given you an earlier reply. 
Indeed, the fact that your letter had 
been received in America, was not 
known by most of us, until the month of 
February of this year. We sincerely 
regret that. we and our churches, and 
the denomination at large, did not earlier 
receive the light which, your excellent 
letter sheds on-our duty as Christians, 
and feel, the sacred influence it is so 
happily adapted to exert on our hearts, 

We do not attempt to exonerate the 
nation, assuch, from the charge of up- 
holding slavery. This cannot be done 
so long as.the laws.of the nation hold, or 
allow to be held in bondage, a single 
slave; andthe number.of persons now 
so held, in the district of Columbia and 
the territories of Arkansas and Florida, 
which sections of the country are under 
the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress, 
is about twenty-six thousand, whose 


posterity, if the present state of things 


should continue a half-century longer, 
will amount. to several times that num- 
ber. Emigration into those territories 
from the slave-holding states isso rapid, 
that during the period named, the slave 
population -may reasonably be expected 
to increase to a million or more. 
Neither can the non-slave-holding 
states be exonerated from the charge of 
upholding slavery, so long as they aid in 
restoring to their masters the slaves 
who escape from them. We are verily 
a guilty nation before God, touching the 
‘inalienable rights’? of many of our 
fellow-men. ‘‘ Partakers. of the same 
faith,’ it. ig reasonable: that, Christians 
should desire “to cultivate an intimate 


and influential intercourse, that they 
may mutually benefit each other, and 
extend the kingdom of our common Re- 
deemer.”’ Distance of place ought, cer- 
tainly, never to occasion distance of 
feeling -between intelligent beings — 
brethren—who expect soon to meet in 
one society, and to be for ever ‘‘ fellow- 
citizens” in that city whose Builder and 
Maker is God. It is not to be denied 
that, as patriots, Christians owe special 
regard to the community or nation of 
which they are constituents. But we 
know and feel that, between the citizens 
of the different nations of the world, the 
gospel of equal and universal love sets 
up, and allows its disciples to set up, no 
high wall of separation, obstructive of 
the salutary religious and moral influence 
which they may reciprocally exercise, 
On the contrary, it breaks down every 
such ‘middle wall of partition,” and 
gives explicit assurance that wnion shall 
be effected by it among all men of all 
nations, so that there shall be ‘‘ one fold 
and one Shepherd.’ By such union the 
true interests of the several nations are 
not put in jeopardy, but are rather 
secured, for mutual benevolence begets 
mutual benefit: ‘* Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbour,” is as true of nations 
as of individuals; and when this bond 
of love shall unite all nations, then 
“shall swords be beaten into plough- 
shares, and spears into pruning-hooks ; 
nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more.” Armies and navies will be 
superseded by. the better bulwarks of 
ricliteousness. and peace. ‘‘ Salvation 
will God appoint for ‘walls and bul- 
warks.”’ We believe that frequent in- 
tercourse between Christians of differ. 
ent nations, by literary correspondence 
and personal representation, is a wise 
and efficient means for accomplishing 
the prophecies of millennial peace. If 
Great Britain and America shall never 
again dash against each other in mortal 
conflict, it will be owing to the gospel 
being understood, felt, and obeyed alike 
by both nations, on all the duties which, 
in its principles, and by its precepts, are 
enjoined on all men towards God and 


towards each other. Among these latter 
27 
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duties is that of reciprocating counsel 
and encouragement, warning and reproof. 
If it is a duty of benevolence ‘‘ not to 
suffer sin upon a neighbour ;” but by ‘“‘re- 
buke,” and the power of truth, and a 
generous exercise of personal influence, 
to arrest his progress in wrong, and to 
convert him from the error of his way ; 
how much more imperative and urgent 
is this duty between communities com- 
prehending large bodies of men! If 
the vice of intemperance, for example, 
has become prevalent in one community, 
and its ruinous influences—its destruc- 
tive effects, are spread before the eyes 
of another once equally guilty, but now 
penitent and reformed; it may not be 
objected that the voice of remonstrance, 
lifted up by the latter addressing them- 
selves in tones of entreaty and alarm to 
the reason and conscience of the former, 
is an arrogant intermeddling with their 
rights: for to sin is not the right of any 
man ; and sin can never be practised by 
any in the remotest corner of the earth, 
‘Without being itself an unworthy, un- 
warranted interference with the real and 
proper rights of man. If only a single 
‘Individual on the globe were given to a 
vicious practice, the united voice of all 
other men might, with great propriety, 
be raised against him for, even by one 
ain, polluting a world which, but for 
him, would be/unsullied, It is, more- 
over, peculiarly fitting that the penitent 
man, and so the penitent nation, should 
rebuke the same mal-practice in others, 
of which that man or that nation was 
once guilty, but is so no longer. Such, 
indeed, is the ordination of Divine Wis- 
dom for the reformation of the world. 
The commission of Christ was addressed 
to penitent men, once sinners—‘‘ Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel.” 
““When thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren”—indicates the order in 
which the reformation of mankind and 
their confirmation in righteousness are 
to be accomplished. This order is most 
reasonable, since moral reform never 
springs up in the sinner spontaneously, 
but issues from a purer source—all moral 
reformation having its origin in God, 
and being effected by the instrumentality 
of men. 

In view of these considerations, we 
certainly regard your entire communica- 
tion, not only as unexceptionable, but 
as astrictly proper and benevolent exer- 
cise of the moral power with which our 
common Benefactor has blessed you, 

_.that you might bea blessing to us, and to 
others. circumstanced like ourselves. 
SLAVE-HOLDING is now the most heinous 
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and prominent sin with which America 
is chargeable. Of the same enormous 
sin, Great Britain has for centuries been 
guilty ; but the world now beholds her 
penitent and reformed. For this refor- 
mation, important as the sin was great, 
surpassing in injustice, and cruelty, and 
infamy, any other sin, every nation ought 
to rejoice and give God thanks. Its 
bearings on the destinies, its tendency 
to promote the welfare of the rest of 
the world, must correspond with its 
magnitude, and with the mighty moral 
influence of the nation which, at the 
bidding of the King of kings, has 
risen up and has shaken off the chains 
that, fettering thousands of her subjects, 
bound herself also; limiting—immensely 
weakening, her power to do the good she 
was disposed to attempt, and was in fact 
attempting, previous to this noble act of 
justice, in other departments of Chris- 
tian enterprize. We were not careless 
spectators of the evils which existed in 
awful, shameful association with slavery 
in the British West India Colonies. We 
saw the immense expenditure of human 
happiness—nay, of human life, to gratify 
the cupidity of those to whom pertained 
the power, never the right, of reducing 
their fellow-men to slavery ; thus nourish- 
ing that ‘“ covetousness which is idola- 
try,” and that sin of ‘‘ oppression’’ so 
often and so severely condemned in the 
Holy Scriptures, and so frequently 
punished by the heaviest inflictions of 
retributive justice ever executed on 
nations. We saw the arrogance and un- 
holy pride which lifted up the hearts of 
the oppressors against God, and put at 
defiance his authority, while it degraded, 
brutalized, and destroyed thousands of 
immortal beings. We saw the mission- 
aries of the cross putting out of account 
their own ease and earthly interests, 
and, at the hazard of life, standing 
amidst the long-benighted and perishing 
victims of slavery, as the heayen-ordain- 
ed messengers of glad tidings to both 
the oppressed and their oppressors: and 
we saw those servants of the Most High 
God treated with obloquy and scorn and 
Severer persecution ; aud the poor souls 
who had gladly received their word, 
suffering as martyrs for Christ’s sake. 
But at length we beheld, in Great Bri- 
tain, the majestic rising up of a godlike 
spirit and power amidst the churches, 
awakened by the gospel to rebuke and 
hush the tempest of aristocratic anarehy 
and violence in the Western colonies, 
to deliver the oppressed and persecuted, 
and to vindicate the honor of insulted 
Christianity. The first day of August, 
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1834, we hailed as a harbinger of good 
things to the emancipated and to the 
world. We thought with the deepest 
interest of the effect this triumph of 
Christian principles is adapted to pro- 
duce on the slavery in our own beloved 
country, and hoped that the eyes of all 
our fellow-citizens would by it be opened to 
see the things which belong essentially 
to the peace of the nation; and we 
still cherish the animating belief that 
America will not long persist in a course 
which God has taught the world in 
every age is sure, if not abandoned, to 
terminate in’ disaster and ruin. Your 
letter, for which we cordially thank you, 
and bless Him who moved you to write 
it, will yet, we believe, produce a good 
result among our own denomination and 
others. It is now circulating through 
the length and breadth of the country : 
thousands have already acknowledged 
its excellence ; and thousands more will 
soon feel its influence, and be moved to 
vigorous action by its weighty and stir- 
ring appeals. 

The holy cause of emancipation is 
already occupying the minds of many of 
our fellow-citizens, and is exciting in 
them the anxious inquiry, What must be 
done? ‘To this inquiry a host stand 
ready to give that reply which 
JEHOVAH has put into their lips— 
“« Let the oppressed go free! Break every 
yoke!’ Scriptural views are becoming 
more general. Still, we are aware, the 
work is in but an incipient state. Erro- 
neous speculations pervade the people to 
an alarming extent. Even the churches 
have not fully emerged from the dark- 
ness which has so long covered them in 
regard to this subject. Great apathy 
yet prevails. Some of our ministers 
remain lamentably inactive : compara- 
tively few even now venture to preach 
on this great moral subject, which cer- 
tainly presents claims as high as any 
other, to the solemn and prayerful con- 
sideration and holy action of both minis- 
ters and churches, in every part of the 
land and of the world. 

We are pleased that you urge our 
duty by motives purely religious, leaving 


all strifes about political measures to” 


those whose faith reaches not to the doc- 
trines, and precepts, and promises of 
God, ‘The principle we adopted was,” 
you say, ‘‘the utter repugnance of the 
colonial system to the spirit and precepts 
of the Christian faith. Leaving to others 
the commercial and political bearings of 
the question, we felt it a sacred duty 
loudly to denounce negro-slavery as a 
palpable violation of the law of God.” 
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It is not wonderful that, so acting, you 
‘greatly contributed to the successful 
termination of the anti-slavery strugele 
lately carried on in your country.” We, 
dear brethren, have adopted and desire 
to act upon the same principle, believing 
it to be the only method which is in 
agreement with Divine Wisdom, and, 
therefore, the only method adapted to 
the work. That this application of the 
gospel’s power to the sin of slave-hold- 
ing, for its removal, is adequate, admits 
of no question inour minds. We should 
as Soon question its adequacy in the case 
of any other sin as of this. Our hope 
is therefore strong, and our confidence 
entire and unwavering, 

You have prefixed the word ‘ negro” 
to the word ‘‘slavery.” Allow us. to 
remark that we esteem the enslavement 
of one class of men as heinous a sin, and 
as heaven-daring an outrage, as that of 
another class. The simple inquiry with 
us is—Are the slaves men ?—and we re- 
gard them as really men as were their 
African ancestors, the Egyptians and 
Ethiopians, the posterity of Misraim and 
Cush, two of the threesons of Ham, who, 
in their descendants, agreeably to the 
true intent and plain reading of the often- 
perverted prophecy of Noah, were made 
masters of their youngest brother, Cunaan, 
who in his posterity, for sins most foul, 
foreknown to God, was doomed to be 
punished with menial servitude. It 
must not be overlooked, however, that 
even that servitude was restricted and 
regulated by divine precept, so that it 
differed essentially from modern slavery. 
In our country, thousands of the slaves 
are naturally related to the whites; some 
of them being, in complexion, as light as 
their masters. The same was probably 
true of the slaves in your West India 
Colonies. We suppose that you regard 
this point as we do; but we think it 
worthy of notice. We usually employ the 
phrase ‘‘American slavery,” or the word 
“slavery,” since, of whatever complexion 
the enslaved may be, he is a man, and 
ought to be regarded as a man, and tréat- 
ed in all respects as aman, having equal 
inalienable rights with all other men, 

To the cause of the oppressed, wher- 
ever we may find them,-whether in 
slavery or in nominal freedom, we are 
and desire ever to be solemnly pledged ; 
—and so, also, to every cause of virtue 
and Christian philanthropy, in oppo- 
sition to all error and sin. 

The broad plough-share of gospel 
truth and moral influence ought to be 
thrust deep beneath the foundations of 
all unsound principle and all wrong prac- 
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tice, and driven all the way through the 
great Babylon of sin, till the place she 
now occupies, encumbers, and pollates, 
shall know her no more for ever. 

Slavery, be assured, appears to us, as 
to yourselves, ‘‘a sin to be abandoned, 
and not an evil to be mitigated ; a high 
crime against the Majesty of heaven, 
for the suppression of which, every 
believer in Christ is bound strenuously 
and prayerfully to labour.” Other species 
of oppression are generally, at the worst, 
but partial ; this is entire. 

We doubt not, you will sympathize 
and co-operate with us, and that you will 
be much in prayer for us, and for those, 
both masters and slaves, for whose good 
it is our purpose to labour in the use of 
weapons not carnal, but mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of strong-holds 
—to the overthrow of this, as well as 
every other work of wickedness. 

Many other topics of deep interest 
present themselves to our minds, and so- 
licit the expression of our thoughts ; 
bat our letter has already spread beyond 
the limits we had prescribed, and we 
must omit them. It is probable that you 
will receive communications from other 
brethren in our country on the subject of 
your letter, which we take to be intended 
for our churches as well as ourselves; 
and we are happy to say that we com- 
mend it to their serious perusal and 

' prayerful consideration. 

And now, dear brethren, we commend 
you to God, and to the word of his 
grace ; and pray that the Father of lights 
will pour his light on your future path— 
and that he will bless your country, and 
our country, and every nation, and all 
people, with the special influences of his 
Holy Spirit ; that his way may be known 
in all the earth. 

This letter was prepared and approved 
in a convention of more than fifty Bap- 
tist ministers, held in the city of Boston, 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 26th 
and 27th, 1835. It is signed by the sub- 
scribers, individually, as our personal 
act. 

With Christian courtesy and affection, 

We are, 
Respected Brethren, 
Yours in a common Redeemer. 


(The names are copied from the original list, 
and arranged in alphabetical order. ] 


MASSACHUSETTS, 
Samuel Adlam ..;......- Newton 
PObR PALM ON § sos: as/earourn, . Kingston, 
Henry Archibald ,..,..... Middlefield. 
Francis Barker .......... Hanson, 
James Barnaby .......... Lowell, 
Avery Briggs..... joys Fea, Sete Middleborough. 
Isaac: Briggs . 1+... 60.60% Athel, ~ 
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Asa Bromson..i0s....00005 Fall River. 
Jeremiah F. Bridges....., Southwick. 
Jeremiah Chaplin,,....... Rowley. 

Daniel Chessman ..... . .. Barnstable. 

Isaac Child .........-.... Westfield. © 

John O. Choules .......++ New Bedford. ~ 
HenryiClark. 5 jscicicns oo sou Seekonk. t 


Sap Reeriods North Randolph. 


James M, Coby = 4 
.... Brewster. 


Thomas Conant ... 


Daniel M. Crane.. . Middleborough. 
Otis Conyers ..........-..Grafton. 
Simeon Crowell .......... Yarmouth. 
Elisha Cusman,..........-Plymouth. 
W.H. Dalrymple ........Abington. 
Ambrose Day ........+++- Westfield. 
Robert B. Dickey ........ Hanover. 
Thomas Driver....... .... West Dedham. 
Joseph M. Driver..... ... Salem. 

Seth SHiweri jus nesls« Betovls Harwich. 
Lysander Pay..........++ Athol. 

Hervey Fittz ...... .».+.. Middleborough. 
RUB. Bisko tageaesacterterr Heath. 
Jonathan E. Forbush ....Attleborough. 


Joseph Glazier.......- .. Athol 


John Greene ........++- +++ Leicester. 
Richard ‘Crain’... <<< Granville. 
Cyrus Pitt Grosvenor ..... Salem. 
SilasiHialt2t.a26.. PANS e Sharon. 
William Heath............South Readimg. 
Nathaniel Hervey ........Marblehead. 
Alotiza, Kings C020 veces Westborough. 
Silas Kingsley ........--- . Chester. 
Stephen Lovell ...... ....Cambridge. 

E. C. Messenger .........+ Middleborough. 
Charles Miller ,.........-- Boston. 
Winthrop Morse ....... ..Templeton. 
David Pease...... Williamstown. 


Silas Ripley ... North Marshfield. 
Silas Root si5 ce: a. a0 Granville. 
Amasa Sanderson ........ Groton. 
Conant Sawyer ..,..06...+ Malden. 
Isaac Sawyer....0.-e00s+ South Reading. - 
Edward Seagrave ........Northborough. 
Baron Stow........ Paseateis' Boston. 
Timothy C. Tingley ......Foxborough. 
William G. Trask ........Taunton. 
Henry Tonkin ........... Royalston. 
John Walken. ia. <deess se Sutton. 
George Waters ..........: Holden 

MAINE 
Joseph Ballard ............ South Berwick 
Benjamin Buck ....,... .. Harrington. 
Arthur Drinkwater ..,....Hallowell. 


Edwin W. Garrison . Penobscot. 
James Gillpatrick .. . Bluehill, 
Benjamin Lord .......... Surrey. 
Wilson C. Rider........... Cherryfield. 
Richard Y. Watson ...... Hancock. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


George W. Ashby ..... -.. Northwood. 
John Atwood ...,........ New Boston. 
Oliver Barron ......... ,.. Cornish, 
James A. Boswell....... .. Bow. 

J. Newton Brown........ Exeter 
Lewis E. Caswell .. ..... Weare. 
Moses Cheney ...2.....5.. Hillsborough. 


Samuel Cooke .. 


Charles Cummings........Sullivan, 
Ebenezer E. Cummings ..Concord. 

George Dalaud .......... Peterborough. 
Joseph Davis ...... +... Antrim. 

George Evans ........ »..Canaan, 

Samuel Everett)........... Salisbury. 
Charles Farrar .......,...Goffstown. 
Andrew PF" Foss tacos « ae Hopkinton, 
Abner Goodell ........... -Great Falls. : 
Elias M‘Gregory...,..++.. Northumberland. 
INoab, Hoopertiiciyeceues 5 Sanbornton. 


Benjamin Knight ...... . Mason. 
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Asaph Merriam. |. .......New Ipswich. 


John Peacock .;...... .... Goffstown. 
Edmund Peterson ........ Newport. 
Stephen Pillsbury ........ Dunbarton, 
John Richardson ..... ... Pittsfield. 
Phinehas Richardson .... . Gilmanton, 
Jairus E. Strong .......... East. Plainfield, 
Leonard Tracy ...........Claremont. 
Oren Tracy .... « . New London. 
Lewis Walker , ... Unity. 
Bela Wilcox .... ... Deerfield. 
Gibbon Williams ......... Dover. 
Enoch T. Winter ......... Henniker. 
Edmund Worth .......... Concord. 
VERMONT. 
Nathan Ames ........... «Jamaica, 
Alison Angier ........+.. Orwill. 
Mansfield Bruce. .......... Wilmington. 
James Ten Brocke........ Panton. 
Anthony Case sissies es Cornwall. 
Samuel Fish .,..... sesbemPiautex._ 
Simon Fletcher. ....,..... Bridge Port. 
Martin Luther Fuller .... Danby. 
wiMoGraves. b ..xtuca.d! Ludlow. 
Axazi Jones, jUNe, is... 00+ Middlebury. 
Zevulon Jones ........... , Ditto. 
Amherst Lamb ....... ... Whittingham. 
O. S. Murray'..... ...Orwell, 


William W. Moore....... Bristol. 
Frederick Page .......... Wallingford. 
Joshita Vincent .........% Halifax. 
Samuel B. Willis ....-...Bennington. 


., RHODE ISLAND. 


John. Blain... «5.3. « Ais? Providence. 
Benjamin F. Farnsworth... Ditto. 
Abial Fisher.............. Pawtucket. 
Peter Simonson'.......... Providence, 
Silas Spalding ....4....... Pawtucket. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Augustus Bolles .......... Hartford, 
William Bowen .......... Andover. 
Gustavus F. Davis........ Hartford. 
Isaac Dwinnell:.......... Bolton. 
Jonathan Goodwin ........ Middletown. 
Thomas Huntington ...... Brooklyn.” 
Russell Jennings ....,... Meriden 
George Phippen.......... Canton. 
Gurdon Robins .......... Hartford. 
Orson Spencer............ Danbury. 
Henry Stanwood Hartford, 
Levi Walker ........ . Tolland. 
Henry Wouster .......... Saybrook, 
NEW YORK. 
William Arthur .......... Perry. 
William Barret .....,..... Parma. 


Tra Bennet ....... 
Isaac T. Brown .. 


Bartimeus Bramin........Napoli. 

LASAY Tp 6 Ey CE ae Nunda. 
Ichabod lark vc. .5 05505 Batavia. 
Geet OTARCY. stave tie dee oles Le Roy. 
Bmory? Cuxtis 4... sci. as Alabama. 
Charles W. Denison......New York. 
Daniel Eldridge ........,. Wheatland. 
SS. A, Estee ....... eR OAT Ticonderoga. 
Joseph Elliot ............ Wyoming. 
Abraham Ennis .........- Warsaw. 


La Grange. 
. Middlebury. 


Jesse Elliot ...... 
Henry B. Ewell . 


Samuel W. Ford.......... Chili. 
Johnie T ABulfonis. cs. ....1.0o% Mendon, 
Solomon Goodale .......- Bristol. 
Francis Greene .......... Newstead. 
Elon Galusha ............ Rochester, 
Horace Griswold ........ Elba. 


Bbenezer ‘Hall siee. ode. os Alden. 
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George B. Ide ..,....,..., Albany. 
BON Vs JODES: 50 50.15.00 , Palmyra. 
Samuel Jones ............ Bennington. 

Philemon Kelsey ........ Penfield. 
B.N. Leach ....:. aid ae Middlebury. 
Warner Lake ..........005 Mount Morris. 
Jonathan Middleton ...... New York. 
Harley Miner ............Henrietta,’ 
A.J. Mosher ,.... . Covington 
Simon G, Miner ........ .. Penfield. 
Absalum Miner ...... .+.-Rushford, 
H. Monger ......5...0...) Lama 
Joel W. Ney ............DLenox, 
Calvin Philleo............ Albany. 
John, .B. Potter | ins.5,..93.. Sweden 
Joshua Packer..,..... --.. Le Roy, 
RufossD< Pierce tines. es Wyoming, 
Lely Reynolds’ & 2.5 2026 Penfield 
Hiram K. Stimpson...... Alabama, 
John Southwick ........ .- Elba, 
John W. Smith 3... .0...: Bethany. 
George W. Warren ...... Sparta. 
Elijah Weaver..... iid, A Barmay 
William Wisner ..... .. Oakhill. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
CG, Sacketo ds spin asics .....Zilionople. 
SS Wa AIIS cles edicts os Pittsburgh. 
OHIO 
d Sah! OF ee Gbdeeeloy +e..... Warren, 
M. Philips 33/32. ee.s..-obalmyra 
es Wiilliaana 42.65% ate coats Salem. 


Salem, Massachusetts, Dec. 22, 1835. 


Respected Brethren, 


The duty of forwarding to you the 
preceding letter has been committed to 
me; and it gives me pleasure to be able 
to present you so many names of my 
excellent brethren. 

The total number of signers is one 
hundred and eighty-five. These, you 
will perceive, belong chiefly to Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Connecticut, and New York. This fact 
has arisen mainly from the greater faci- 
lities for circulating the letter in these 
few states. In Maine, I have good rea- 
son for believing a large number of 
signatures would have been cheerfully 
given, if opportunity had been afforded, 
A gentleman who forwarded to me nearly 
all the names from New York, remarked 
that many, “‘ one hundred and fifty more 
could bave been obtained, if opportunity 
had occurred,” 

Considerable delay in forwarding the 
letter has been occasioned by unavoid- 
able necessity. 

Permit me to remark, that the work of 
diffusing light on the subject of your 
letter, though long neglected, is now 
making good progress, and the friends of 
the enslaved are rapidly multiplying. 
Opposition, to some extent, was to be 
expected, and has been elicited ;, but our 
confidence is strong, that a righteous and 
merciful God will soon, by the power of 
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his irresistible truth and Spirit, give to 
our nation a hearty and saving repent- 

ance, ; 
I am, your unworthy brother in Christ, 
Cyrus Pirr Grosvenor. 


DOMESTIC. 


RELIGIOUS REVIVALS, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Sir, 

Ags you have more than once requested 
accounts. of revivals which take place 
among the churches of our denomina- 
tion, I am induced to give you a sketch 
of that which we have. experienced in 
this village. I should have done so 
before, were it not that the work is yet 
in its progress, and of course not suffi- 
ciently matured to enable one to form a 
correct judgment respecting its results, 
As, however, there is acall for informa- 
tion on this subject, and as the narration 
of a few facts may serve to encourage and 
stimulate others to adopt an order of 
means which has been signally blessed 
in this neighbourhood, I send you the 
following account. 

The village of Haworth is a chapelry 
within the parish of Bradford, although 
10 miles distant from that town, and near 
to the eastern border of Lancashire. It 
has a population of about 7000 souls, 
who are chiefly employed in the manu- 
facture of woollen stuffs. The most 
thickly inhabited part of the village 
called the “ Town,” is situated partly 
on the ascent and partly on the top of 
a hill; and, being of a crescent-like form, 
has from the surrounding hills a some- 
what picturesque and romantic appear- 
ance. The church steeple is seen about 
the centre. A Methodist chapel andthe 
first Baptist place of worship are at one 
extremity. The second Baptist and the 
Ranters’ Chapel at the other extremity, 
In a distant part of the chapelry there 
is also another Methodist place. In addi- 
tion to these there are within the limits 
of the same population four other places 
occupied as Sabbath-schools, two Baptist 
and two Methodist, in each of which 
are probably on an average more than 
200 children taught, and each place is a 
preaching station on Sabbath evenings, 
Thus it will appear that few villages are 
better provided with the means of vrace, 
The Established Church here was former- 
ly honored by the labours of the eminent 
W. Grimshaw ; and the Baptists, with 
those of the excellent James Hartley, 
thair first pastor. Hence, as might be 
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expected, many of the inhabitants had 
better acquaintance with evangelical 
truth than is commonly the case with 
our rural population. I was going to 
make some other remarks of a similar 
nature, but J must desist, or I shall lose 
sight of the main design of my writing. 
The revival to which this paper refers 
has extended in some measure to every 
denominationin Haworth ; but the details 
I am about to give will have respect to 
the church and congregation over which 
it is my honor and happiness to preside, 
and among whom I have laboured more 
than twelve years. Abouta year before 
the revival commenced, the state of re- 
ligion among us was very low. No ad- 
ditions were made to the church, and 
the chapel was but thinly attended. The 
same remark will apply, I believe, to 
other congregationsin the village. Our 
minds were cast down, the ways of Zion 
mourned, and there were but few signs 
of life and love amongst us. In looking 
round among our fellow-worshippers, 
there was scarcely anindividual on whom 
we could look with hopeful expectation as 
likely to become a candidate for baptism 
and fellowship. And in fact, we received 
but one addition in thirteen months. 
This state of things so affected my own 
mind, that Thad begun to think of resign- 
ing my charge to make way for some 
one whose labours might be more accept- 
able and more useful. But the friends 
to whom I communicated my thoughts, 
encouraged me to wait and persevere. 
From that period we were probably led 
to desire and pray more earnestly for 
the outpouring of the Spirit upon us. 
And from some cause or other there was 
a gradual increase in the numbers attend- 
ing with us during the latter half of last 
year. The manifest growth of the con- 
gregation on Lord’s-days became the 
subject of frequent remark. Nor was 
this all. The prayer-meetings were far 
better attended; instead of fourteen or 
twenty attending as aforetime, they fre- 
quently amounted at the latter end of 
the year to 50 or 60 persons. There 
were also other symptoms of improve- 
ment, as, for instance, an increased 
earnestness in prayer, especially for the 
conversion of sinners, An unusual degree 
of brotherly love and Christian harmon 
prevailed among the members. Indeed, 
T think there was more of a humble, holy, 
and devotional spirit in the church, than 
at any former period. And there were 
not wanting those who thought and 
believed, yea, I think it was the general 
impression, that the Lord was about to 
bless us, a kind of presentiment of what. 
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has.since transpired. Yet we could not 
tell how this would be brought about. 
As yet, like the prophet’s servant, we 
could see only a small cloud above the 
horizon. 

Such were our condition and pros- 
pects when the series of meetings at 
Bradford, detailed by Mr. Godwinin your 
January number, were held. Myself 
and one of our members attended those 
meetings. The writer of this was much 
impressed by those services, and became 
fully convinced of their adaptation to 
the end designed. On his return home 
he conferred with a few friends upon the 
subject of holding similar meetings in 
our own chapel. The proposal being 
well received by them, it was resolved 
to make an attempt of the kind in the 
first holiday week, and that happened to 
be Shrovetide ; for it was then judged, 
though I now think differently, that at 
no other time could a congregation be 
raised or brought together for such a 
purpose. We therefore fixed on the 
Monday and Tuesday of that week. It 
may be preper to state, that, as we were 
about opening a commodious room ca- 
pable of accommodating above 300 per- 
sons, with the hope of raising a Baptist 
interest in a neighbouring village two 
miles and a half distant, we advertized 
our meetings in the same placard that 
announced the opening of the new room, 
as both were to take place in the same 
week. This circumstance we regard as 
advantageous in several ways, as giving 
publicity to our meetings, as bringing 
some persons from a distance, and espe- 
cially as affording us the aid of some 
ministers who delivered powerful ad- 
dresses on the occasion. On the pre- 
ceding sabbath I obtained the assistance 
of Mr. Moore, of Bradford academy, who 
delivered suitable preparatory sermons ; 
in the evening, I preached also in a dis- 
tant part of the township; and I am 
happy to bear my testimony, not only to 
the devotedness of my young friend, 
but also to the talents and piety of his 
college associates ; a more devoted band 
of young men has never been under the 
patronage of that institution, than those 
recently under the care of Dr. Steadman, 
but now under the tuition of the Rey. 
J. Acworth, A. M., the new president. 
It augurs well, and is truly refreshing 
to bebold such a spirit in the rising 
ministry. The services of the sabbath 
were ended by aprayer-meeting, at which 

_the whole congregation remained. We 
began the services of the Monday at five 
o’clock in the morning by a prayer-meet- 
ing, continued until seven ; twelve or four- 
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teen persons engaged in prayer, and 
several short addresses were given, The 
school-room, which will contain nearly 
300 persons, was well filled at that early 
hour : the season was particularly 
solemn and melting. Soon after nine we 
assembled again, and remained together 
till after twelve ; met again at two, and 
continued till nearly five ; met in the 
evening soon after six, and did not break 
up, and then reluctantly, till nearly ten 
o'clock. ‘The services of the day con- 
sisted of singing, prayers, addresses, 
and reading short extracts from dif- 
ferent publications; lay brethren as 
well as ministers took part in all the 
services, and some of other denomina- 
tions united with us. The services of 
the Tuesday began and ended at nearly 
the same hours as on the previous day, 
and were conducted in a similar way, 
except that the topics of the addresses 
were not in the Jeast previously arranged, 
but left entirely to the speakers ; which 
is perhaps the best method, except in 
cases where the meetings are protracted 
for a week, as at Lincoln. There was 
also a prayer-meeting at five o’clock on 
the Wednesday morning. We were 
highly favoured by the assistance of 
ministers. Wehad brethren Scott, of 
Colne; Taylor, of Bingley ; Nichols, of 
Keighly; Crook, of Hebden Bridge ; 
Jones, of Sabden; Marsh, of Sutton ; 
Walton, of Cowling Hill; and Scott, of 
Shipley ; besides the two Haworth’ 
ministers, 

Except at the early morning meetings, 
when we had some of the ardent 
Methodists with us, a remarkable still- 
ness and seriousness pervaded the ser- 
vices: occasionally, indeed, a half-sup- 
pressed sob might be heard, or a partially- 
stifled groan, and frequently in a whisper 
or subdued tone the response was utter- 
ed; but there was no forced vehemence, 
no shouting, no attempt to raise the 
passions or produce a mere animal ex- 
citement; all was calm and solemn as 
death, as far asit respected the speakers, 
and most of those engaged in prayer. 
The countenances and demeanour of the 
congregation betokened that the things 
of eternity were engaging their atten- 
tion. Many eyes wept tears, which till 
then, it is believed, were strangers to 
weeping. 

And now, Sir, I anticipate the question 
which that worthy minister, Mr. Craps, 
supposed some might put when he had 
given an account of the meeting at 
Lincoln ; my reply will, I hope, be not 
less satisfactory to the querist than his, 
« What good has resulted from the ser- 
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vices?” J answer, far greater than any 
among us'had ventured to expect, the 
Lord pardon our unbelief!. Oli! that we 
may both attempt and expect greater 


ings!’ ‘At the close of the service on 


t 
Toctday night, I.eave notice 1 should 
be glad to meet at the. vestry any. in- 
quiring persons who might wish to have 
conversation, on religious subjects, on 
the Thursday evening. This was done at 
the recommendation of a friend, though 
Thad but a faint hope that any would 
attend for such a purpose; to my sur- 
prise, however, upwards of filty persons 
met me on that occasion, most of them 
apparently under great concern about 
their souls. It was an affecting time, 
and, long to be remembered. There 
were a few members of the church 
present as well as myself. We said a 
little to assist and meet the cases of 
those assembled, but it was only little 
we could say; it was not a time for much 
talking ; when the heart is greatly bur- 
dened, anddeep anxiety takes possession 
of the mind, the words are few. One or 
two, of the inquirers, when questioned 
or spoken to, spontaneously knelt down 
and began to pray ; we all sank on our 
knees with them; and oh, such prayers, 
such feelings, while they successively 
poured out their hearts in penitential 
effusions before God! When one had 
done, another began, and then another, 
and soon. It was the most remarkable 
meeting, I ever attended. I felt as 
though L was just beginning the ministry, 
and had yet every thing to learn; so much 
was I at a loss how to deal with such a 
company, oft exclaiming, “* Who is suf- 
ficient for these things ?” ; 
From this night a new scene seemed 
to open before us. Another meeting 
was appointed for Friday and Saturday 
nights for prayer and conversation; and 
now almost every day for some time 
brought to our knowledge fresh cases of 
persons under deep convictions. I had 
more visitors at my house seeking re- 
ligious instruction in a few weeks than 
I have had for many years together. 
Many were so affected they could 
neither eat, nor sleep, nor work ; religion 
was the absorbing topic, the chief con- 
cern, Although we had meetings every 
night, they did not suffice those who were 
hungering. after spiritual sustenance; 
hence they met at.each other’s houses at 
noon, and there, for the first time in 
their lives, many heard their own voices 
supplicating mercy. ‘Themovement had 
extended to. the -other congregations. 
The Methodists kept up services every 
night at. their own place. Extra meet- 
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ings were held at the old Baptist place, 
and.at. the Ranters’,, in. fact, the whole , 
neighbourhood seemed affected, by sym 
pathy ; the streets and roads. were .quiet,. 
the, public-houses. bad. little, to.do,,and 
the beer-shops, that great curse of,.the. 
country, were for a time forsaken ; the. 
voice of prayer.and praise was heard \in, 
every direction, even up to the midnight 
hour ; the great things of God and the. 
soul had taken the place of those trifling , 
topics which so often engross the atten+. 
tion and conversation of our fellow-men. 
On the first Lord’s-day after, ourex+, 
traordinary meetings, the remarks .of, 
Mr. Godwin will apply; there was an 
“‘ unusual stillness” in the house of Godj. 
and the anxious countenances of many 
seemed to say, ‘‘ Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” and the congregation con- 
tained, L think, a greater number of 
adults than was ever within its walls:on 
a sabbath-morning before: For myself, 
I felt’ a peculiar kind of awe on my 
mind, and a great sense of responsibility, 
Ever since then up to the present week, 
four evenings have every week been 
occupied by services at the chapel, and 
two in private houses, besides. five 
seryices on the sabbath, *viz., a prayer-; 
meeting in the school-room at six o'clock, 
three sermons, and the whole concluded 
by a prayer-meeting ‘at night; and in 
addition to these there are prayer and 
and bible class-meetings between the 
afternoon and evening services. This 
May seem an indiscreet multiplication 
of public exercises, but they have been 
positively demanded by the appetite for 
them: and though I am by no means an 
advocate for the undue’ crowding... of 
public services either on the sabbath or 
in the week, yet the existing state of 
things called for such arrangements, 
The people will meet together to sing, 
and read, avd pray, and converse on 
religious subjects. God forbid that we 
should cool their ardour! But as the 
work is yet in its progress, it were pre- 
mature to give a decided judgment 
respecting it: there is also a kind. of 
delicacy as well as doubtfulness attending. 
a description of things as'they now are. 
These, and some other considerations, 
would have continued to deter me. from 
bringing these things before the public 
eye, had I not seen in one or two periodi- 
cal publications incorrect, not to Say ex- 
ageerated, statements of the revival -at 
this place: in order, therefore, to prevent 
such.errors, and in compliance. with, the, 
wishes of some esteemed friends, Lhave 
ventured to give something like a detail 
of our proceedings. Since the beginning 
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of the year we have been rejoiced to re- 
celve a number of additions to the 
church, On the first Lord’s day of four 
successive months we have received as 
follows :—in February, seven; March, 
eleven ; April, sixteen : May, seventeen; 
making together forty-nine by baptism, 
and two by letter: several more stand 
proposed for June; and unless we are 
greatly deceived, we have now a larger 
number of persons on the list of hopeful 
inquirers than at any former period. 
Out of those who have joined the church 
the majority have attended with us for 
years, and have'fora long time been more 
or less the subjects of religious impres- 
sions ; the great effect of the revival- 
meetings was to bring them to decision, 
and to lead them to an open declaration 
ef themselves on the Lord’s side. At 
the other baptist place in the village 
eight persons have been baptized within 
a few weeks, and there are many in- 
quirers. Last Lord’s day I introduced 
to the table of the Lord seven persons, 
in another sister church about two miles 
from us. The Methodists have received 
large accessions, but I cannot speak ac- 
curately of their number. And what is 
more remarkable than all, they have be- 
gna to move at the Established Church ; 
they have set up a weekly prayer-meet- 
ing, and have formed a sort of catecheti- 
eal class, things which | have never leard 
of among them till now. Indeed we 
may exclaim, ‘‘What hath God wrought!” 

A great deal of my time has been 
necessarily occupied, not only in attend- 
ing public meetings, but by conversa- 
tions with anxious persons and young 
members; and finding it impossible, on 
account of other official duties as well 
as pastoral labours, to continue so exten- 
Siveavisitation, I was induced to convene 
a special church meeting, and submit a 
plan for dividing the members into com~- 
panies to meet periodically, weekly or 
otherwise, for conversation or prayer, 
under the superintendence of two elders 
in each company. We have felt the 
necessity of something of this sort, and 
we trust that the attempt we are now 
making will be attended with some im- 
portant advantages: it is intended that 
the minister should meet them all in 
rotation, Having already exceeded per- 
haps my proper limits, I am unwilling to 
trespass farther ; yet it would be a very 
great omission were I not to state that a 
striking alteration has taken place in the 
old members of the church: they secm, 
as one of them remarked, to be “ only 
just beginning.”’ Although by the bless- 
ing of God few churches haye enjoyed 
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‘more peace, yet I never saw so much 


unanimity, love, and zeal among the 
members : nearly every one seems to be 
seeking the good of the church, and the 
conversion of sinners. When we meet 
on sabbath-days it is heart-cheering to 
see ‘the pleasure that appears in the 
looks of the brethren and sisters around ; 
some few who had previously been ina 
cold and indifferent state, are now dili- 
gent and lively: at the Lord’s table 
scarcely a member is wanting, except 
through urgent necessity. The most 
marked change in old professors of 
religion is the increased concern they feel 
for the salvation of others, and the 
increased sense they have of the 
necessity of personal and individual 
exertion ; we feel in some measure sensi- 
ble of our past supineness and inactivity, 
and hope, by the grace ef God, to be 
more thoroughly devoted to him in future. 
There are some other observations that 
I wish to make on this subject, but I 
must forbear at present: I should how- 
ever be wanting in justice to a very im~ 
portant society, if I did not state that 
the temperance reformation has ex- 
ercised a most salutary influence in pre- 
paring the way for the revival at the 
village. Several who have joined us 
were once found in the drunkard’s rank, 
but the temperance society first reclaim- 
ed them to habits of sobriety, and then 
led them to the house of God. On the 
whole we have reason to be thankful that 
ever we were led to the adoption of that 
series of meetings which have been 
followed by such cheering results : they 
seem to be an order of means on which 
the Lord has set the seal of his approba- 
tion. There are several churches in 
this vicinity that can bear testimony to 
their beneficial effects. In conclusion, 
I would say to all our churches, give 


| the plan a trial. 


M. Saunpers. 


BLACKBURN ROAD, ACCRINGTON, 
LANCASHIRE, 

On the 1st of April, 1836, the Baptist 
meeting-house, Blackburn-road, Ac- 
crington, was opened for public worship. 
A prayer-meeting, at half-past seven in 
the morning, was held in the old school- 
room (now appropriated to the purpose 
of a chapel on funeral occasions) ; and, 
after the meeting, eight persons, four 
men and four women, who had given sa-~ 
tisfactory evidence of a death unto sin, 
were buried with their Lord in baptism, 


that they might be raised to walk in new- 


Caz, 
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ness of life; The public services in the 
new meeting-house commenced at half: 
past ‘ten ‘by singing’ the 62nd hymn of 
the first book (Watts), after which bro- 
ther Foster, of Farsley, read the scrip- 
tures and’ prayed; brother Lister, of 
Liverpool, preached from Jer, xxili. 6; 
and ‘brother. Dawson, of Bacup, con- 
cluded the morning services with prayer. 
In the afternoon brother Marsh, of Sut- 
ton, prayed; and brother Edwards, of 
Nottingham, preached from 1 Thess. 1i. 
12: after which the concluding prayer 
was offered by brother Scott, of Colne. 
In the evening were engaged brethren 
W.. Fawcett, of Ewood Hall; J. Aldis, 
of Manchester, who preached from Rev. 
xi, 15; J. Harbottle, of Accrington; and 
YT. Harbottle, of Heywood. 

On’ Lord’s-day, April 3rd, an early 
prayer-meeting was held in the new 
house of prayer, the services of which 
had a happy tendency to prepare the 
minds of those present for the more 
public solemnities of the day. Brethren 
Scott, of Shipley, and Edwards, of Not- 
tingham, preached; the former, in the 
afternoon, from Acts ix. 31; and the 
latter, in the morning and evening, from 
Heb. 11. 9 (first clause), and 1 Pet. i. 
18,19; and in the evening the devotional 
services were conducted by brethren 
Jones, of Sabden, and Harbottle, of Ac- 
crington. The services were all well at- 
tended, and on the sabbath afternoon and 
evening the place was crowded, 

The collections on the two days 
amounted to rather more than £163, 
and on the’ Monday were made up to 
more than £200, which, together with 
previous subscriptions here, amounts to 
about’ £750 towards the expense of the 
building—about £1200. Ourgratitude 
is especially due to the God of provi- 
dence and grace, and to the liberality of 
our friends both at home and from. the 
neighbouring churches, as well as other 
denominations ; and we trust that kind- 
ness, similar to that already shown, will 
enable us to clear off the whole of the 
debt at no distant period. 

On the Monday morning a meeting 
was held, commencing about five, for 
prayer and @xhortation, and another on 
Monday evening, which was numerously 
attended. In the latter, besides some of 
the ministers before mentioned, we were 
assisted by brother Griffiths, of Burnley. 
On the Tuesday a meeting of poor wi- 
dows, who were invited to take dinner in 
the school-room, and who received an 
address from brother Jones, of Sabden, 
terminated the series of meetings con- 
ected with the opening. oe ‘ 
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~The Baptist church at Accrington, in 
Lancashire, originated in the préaching’ 
of the gospel at Oakenshaw, a village 
about a mile and ‘a half distant: About 
the year 1720 Mr. John Ellison ‘came to 
reside at Oakenshaw. In 1735 he was 


| baptized and added to the churcli at 


Bacup. He invited Mr. Crossley, his 
pastor, to preach in his house at Oaken- 
shaw, which was continued occasionally 
till about the time of Mr. C.’s decease in: 
1743. It appears that in 1737 there 
were five others associated with Mr. El- 
lison, and considered as a branch of the 
church at Bacup. From 1743 till 1759 
the brethren at Oakenshaw were supplied 
by Mr. Henry Lord, of Bacup, every al- 
ternate sabbath. In 1753 this braneh 
consisted of about twelve persons. For 
about twelve months after Mr. Lord had 
left this neighbourhood they were sup- 
plied as before, every fortnight, by Mr. 
John Nuttall, afterwards, we believe, 
pastor at Goodshaw. In 1760 they had 
regular preaching every Lord’s-day, 
having Charles Bamford for their pastor, . 
and having become a distinct church 
about the time they were supplied by 
Mr, Nuttall, i.e. in 1759 or 1760. Mr. 
Bamford continued as their pastor till 
1774, and then removed to Tottlebank in 
the same county. It was, we believe, 
during the period of Mr. Bamford’s mi- 
nistry that the place of meeting was 
transferred from Oakenshaw to Accring- 
ton, about the year 1765. 

From 1775 till 1783 the church was 
under the care of George Townsend as 
the pastor. He appears to have been a 
member at Hebden-hridge. He was, we 
believe, estimable and useful in his 
office, but suddenly removed by a stroke 
of apoplexy in the fortieth year of his 
age. He alone, of all that have held the 
office in the church at Accrington, has 
found a grave amongst them. After his 
death for about two years the church was 
supplied successively by Benjamin Da- 
vies, Mr. Goodrich, and Samuel Hall. 
Mr. Davies returned in 1786, and be- 
came the pastor for about a year, during 
which period his labours seem to have 
been very successful, as about twenty 
were baptized. He was succeeded by 
Mr. Wade from 1788 till 1795, who at- 
terwards removed to Halifax, and lately 
died at a very advanced age at Hall. For 
a few weeks in 1796 Mr. Senior ‘sup- 
plied. He had been a Pedobaptist mi- 
nister at Elswick, near Preston; but, 
having become a Baptist, his eminent 
piety and acceptable talent gave promise 
of considerable usefulness, “But alas’! 
by a fever he was taken away in the. 
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thirty-fourth year of his. age; before he 
had removed -his family to. Accrington, 
or been ordained at this place. In 1796 
Mr, Honeywood settled at Accrington. 
He had also been a minister amongst the 
Padobaptists some time before; and, 
after|staying.three years, during which 
the church increased considerably, he 
avowed himself a Pzdobaptist again, 
and removed into Staffordshire. In the 
period of Mr, Honeywood’s ministry the 
meeting-house was enlarged; but after 
his removal a time of declension suc- 
ceeded, and. many fruitless branches 
were separated from the vine. In 1800 
a Mr, Ward, from Aberdeen, supplied a 
few weeks, but did not settle. After- 
wards Mr. Aitken, a Scotchman like- 
wise, supplied fer several weeks. He 
Was a person of considerable learning, 
superior talent, and devoted piety. He 
was highly esteemed as a minister of 
Christ; but, receiving a call from the 
church at Liverpool, he chose rather to 
settle there, and died about a year after- 
wards. Mr. Simmons came to Accring- 
ton in 1801, and remained till 1809, when 
he removed to Wigan. One of those 
converted by-his instrumentality before 
he came to Accrington ranked among 
the brightest of that missionary constel- 
lation which has shed hallowed radiance 
ever the regions of India. We refer to 
Mr. Chamberlain. The fragrance of Mr, 
8.’s humble and benevolent piety still is 
remembered and mentioned here. He 
was succeeded by Mr. John Edwards, 
who was ordained in 1812, and remained 
tilL 1816, when he removed to London. 
During the period of Mr, Simmons’ mi- 
nistry the meeting-house had been a 
second time enlarged, and the labours of 
Mr. Edwards were made the means of 
considerably increasing the church. Af- 
ter his removal Mr. John Jackson settled 
here in 1817, and several were added to 
the church during his stay. He removed 
to Hebden-bridge in 1820, and became 
the successor of the venerable Dr. Faw- 
eett. In 1821 and 1822 several indivi- 
duals occasionally supplied. In 1823 
Joseph Harbottle was invited to supply, 
and continued for some months, alter- 
nately supplying at Accrington and as- 
sisting his aged father, the pastor of the 
church at Tottlebank. Having been 
dismissed from the church at Tottlebank, 
he. was ordained in June, 1825. For 
» about eight years there was a gradual, 
though not remarkable, progression in 
the numbers of the church. In 1832 a 
revival of the work of God commenced ; 
and, from that.time to the present (May, 


1836), more than a hundred. have been 
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, baptized... From Midsummer 1832, . to 


the same time 1833, there were about 
sixty baptized. A new place of worship 
has been found neédful;) and in an) eli- 
gible situation, the building, was com- 
menced early in 1835, and opened April 
1, 1836. - Since last; Whitsuntide.. the 
number baptized is twenty, and we are 
encouraged. by several others, now )iny 
quiring the way to Zion. Here, then, we 
record our obligations to divine goodness, 
and erect our Ebenezer with the well+ 
known, though too oft forgotten, in- 
scription, ‘*Hitherto hath the Lord: helped 
us.” } 

So far as the means of revival are con- 
cerned, as it now becomes a question of 
considerable importance, and there is 
“the sound of a going in the tops of ‘the 
trees,” 2 Sam. v, 24, permit us earnestly 
to recommend :— ne-Taverw 

1, That all Christians desiring revival, 
set apart special times of humiliation 
and prayer, social and private. SAE 

2. That meetings for prayer, &c,, be 
conducted with fervent devotion, and 
not with cold and frozen formality. 

3. That all ministers, teachers, and 
parents manifest kind and assiduous so- 
licitude for-the spiritual welfare of the 
young. : : 

4, That ministers desiring revival in 
their churches, wrestle with God for it 
in private, and adopt a plain, affection- 
ate, and faithful mode of address, dwell- 
ing with holy pathos on the great prin- 
ciples of the gospel. 

5. That all Christians seek to abound 
in the genuine spirit of humility and 
holy love. 

6. That levity, and. wrangling about 
religious concerns, and censorious. dis- 
course, be wholly laid aside. 

7. That an increase of faith to treat 
eternal realities as present to the eye, be 
ardently sought. 

Brethren, whenever and wherever 
these things are attended to with humble 
yet confident dependance on the Holy 
Spirit, and a proper exhibition of chris- 
tian character, revival is certain—it has 
already commenced. : 
J¢H. 
Accrington, May 13, 1836. 


BRISTOL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this society 
was held as usual during the second 
week of June, at Broadmead chapel, 
Bristol. 

‘The examination of the students took 
place on Tuesday 7th, The examiners, 
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some of whom até eminent scholars, en- 
joying, considerable reputation in the 
universities at which they studied, ex- 
pressed themselves highly pleased that 
our students for the ministry should en- 
joy such literary advantages, and though, 
through the removal of one student by 
death, the absence of several on account 
of sickness, and of two, through their hav- 
ing accepted situations, the number ex- 
amined was smaller than usual, still the 
measure of information and ability dis- 
played by most of those who remained, 
was quite equal to that shown on former 
occasions, and reflected the highest cre- 
dit both on tutors and students, The 
Report will furnish an account of the 
studies during the year, and the testi- 
monials of the examiners. 

_. The annual sermon was preached on 
Thursday, the 9th, by the Rev. Howard 
Hinton, of Reading, from Acts ix. 6: 
«¢ Lord, what wouldst thou have me to 
do?” The preacher illustrated and en- 
forced the peculiar duties of a dissent- 
ing minister at the present time, pass- 
ing over the qualifications essential to 
the ministry in every age. He urged 
those which the condition of society at 
large, the présent state of other denomi- 
nations, particularly the episcopalian, 
and our situation in regard to the divine 
dispensations, require in our present 
and rising ministry. 

He showed that, since the amount of 
knowledge was so much increasing, the 
public mind somuch awake and inquir- 
ing, and accustomed on every subject to 
forcible addresses, ministers ought to 
be capable of adapting their modes of 
instruction to such an improved state of 
society, 

That while the pious ministers of the 
Establishment were increasing in num- 
ber and ability, so that now the mere 
fact of his piety no longer gave the 
dissenting minister an immeasurable su- 
periority over the clergyman, the former 
must at least equal the latter, in general 
manners, in pulpit addresses, and in mi- 
nisterial diligence, if he would now 
stand on a level with him. He would 
epcourage Our ministers to a holy ri- 


sevalry. 


That it was admitted by the most so- 
ber that the millennial age was at least 
approaching ; that that age would require 
no common exertions on the part of 
ministers; and that they must therefore 
be preparing for a mode and degree of 


_ effort. probably new, to most of them. 


.» At. the.subsequent public meeting it 
was stated, that the Hughes Fund (an 
inalienable investment) had been in- 
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creased to about ¥ 900; principally by # 
third donation’ of £50 from the Rev. 
FE. Steane, of Camberwéll ; and’ £10 
from Mrs. and Miss Head, ‘of Bradford, 
Wiltshire. The annual income of the 
society is, however, still below its stated 
expenditure. It will be ‘seen by the 
Report, that the committee are’ placed 
in pecuniary difficulties, and they “ear- 
nestly request the members of the Bap- 
tist denomination especially, and the 
friends of ministerial education gene 
rally, to consider the claims whieh this 
society has to their support. 

The ministry is the life of all our 
eburches, and of all our societies ; and to 
the Bristol Educational Society, and’ to 
others like it, the churches are constantly 
looking for their pastors: surely, then, no 
society ought to meet with more ready 
and ample support from every reflecting 
Christian. The committee hope that the 
public will cheerfully respond to an ap- 
peal which, from a feeling of the supreme 
importance of this society to the inte- 
rests of religion, they are constrained to 
make, 4 

Those who remember the names of 
Evans, Hall, Ryland, Carey, Pearce, 
and many others, who know the excel- 
lence of the present tuition and manage- 
ment, who have themselves enjoyed the 
advantages of this institution, yearly 
increasing in literary excellence, and in- 
ferior to none in the piety and prudence 
by which it is superintended, surely 
such will not be wanting in effort to 
place this society in circumstances of 
comfort and efficiency. Five new ap- 
plications for admission to the college 
next session, have already been accepted. 


SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE, 


At a meeting of ministers held in 
Spalding, on Tuesday, 3ist May, 1836, 
being part of a series of protracted sér- 
vices for the revival of religion, it was 
proposed to take into consideration the re- 
ligious claims of the county of Lincoln. 

Present—The Rev. William Marge- 
rum, in the chair; the Rev. Messrs. 
Craps, Rowe, Marston, Jones, Dawson, 
Parkins, and Perrey, M.D. 

Resolved, a 29 

I. That since the union of “Christian 
churchés, and the frequent intercourse 
of Christian ministers, are sanctionéd'b 
the word of Ged and ‘conducive to the 
advancement of religion, it is, therefore, 
deemed expedient, while recognizing the 
perfect independence of each “religious 
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SORUENTRLE Tt form, an, Association of 
Baptist, Churches) for this county; and 
that the following churches do accord. 
ingly constitute the present association : 
+ Boston, under the pastoral care of Dr, 
Perrey ; Grimsby, under that of the 
Rev. Stephen Marston ; Horncastle, un- 
der the..Rey. David Jones; Killing- 
holme,.under the Rev,.C. Rowe; Lin- 
coln, under the Rey. John Craps ; and 
Spalding, under the Rev. W. Marge- 
rum. 

» IL. That this association shall hold 
half-yearly meetings of ministers and 
messengers at the different churches in 
succession on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday in April and October; the 
former.to be considered as the annual 


meeting. 


111.-That each church be expected to 
send a letter to the annual meeting in 
April; and that a circularletter, accompa- 
nied with extracts from the letters of 
the respective churches, be printed and 
published annually; the subject and 
writer of the circular to be named at 
the preceding annual meeting. 

IV. That there be at least two ser- 
mons at every meeting of the associa- 
tion: the first on Wednesday evening, 
the preacher to be chosen by the church ; 
the second on Thursday evening, the 
preacher to be selected at the previous 
half-yearly meeting: and, also, that a 
collection be made after the second dis- 
course, in aid of the funds of this asso- 
ciation. ’ 

V. That for the purpose of promoting 
the spread of the gospel in this county, 
it is desirable to raise and maintain a 
fund, by annual congregational collec- 
tions in each of the associated churches, 
as also by donations and annual subscrip- 
tions. 

VI. That in the event of any other: 
church applying for union with this as- 
sociation, its admission shall be deter- 
mined by the majority of ministers and 
messengers present at the annual meet- 


- ting in April. 


Vil. That} Dr. Perrey be requested 
to accept. the office of secretary, and 
Mr. 8. Veall, jun. of Boston, that of Trea- 


-surer to the association for the current 


_ year, : 


VIII. That the next half-yearly meet- 
ing be held in Boston, onthe first Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in October, 1836, 
and that, Mr,.Craps preach. the associa- 
tion sermon on the ‘hursday. ...., 

1X..That-the circular letter, to be 


read, at the first-annual meeting.in April, | 


- 4837, be drawn up by. Dr.. Perrey, to 


comprise f.A: brief. view.-of the .doc- 
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trine,.and. discipline of the, associated 
churches. Dy is ay Dye 

- The meeting then adjourned to Fri- 
day, at nine o’clock, A, M, ne 

At an adjourned’ meeting: of the» Lin- 
colnshire Association; sheld im Spalding, 
on Friday, 3d June; 1836; 

Resolved, a. eee MO Siel 

1. That having long deplored “the 
want of a more intimate union and effi- 
cient co-operation among all evatgelical 
Baptist churches, this meeting, there- 
fore, hails with peculiar satisfaction the 
recent formation of the Baptist Union, 
and trusts it will soon become, under 
God, the means of extensive, perma- 
nent, and accumulating usefulness. 

Il. That as the holding of protracted 
services in England, for the revival of 
religion, commenced in this county, in 
1834, and has continued among our 
churches to the present time, with eyi- 
dent marks of the divine benediction, 
this association deems itself imperatively 
ealled on to acknowledge, with humble 
gratitude, the advantages of such meet- 
ings, to rejoice in their increasing num- 
ber, and earnestly to recommend a judi- 
cious and prayerful experiment of their 
utility to every other Christian church, 

Ill. That this association duly ap- 
preciates the excellencies of the recent 
measures, introduced into Parliament by 
his Majesty’s ministers, for a national 
civil registration, and for the regula- 
tion of dissenters’ marriages; at the 
same tume regrets the torpor of govern- 
ment, and its apparent hesitancy to 
proceed in the removal of all the dis- 
senters’ practical grievances, and feels 
the necessity of petitioning for the im- 
mediate and total abolition of church 
rates, and of all other imposts exacted 
from dissenters, contrary to the dictates 
of their conscience, in the support of 
the state church. j 

IV. That this association rejoices in 
the improvement which has’ recently 
been effected in the Baptist Magazine, 
and cordially recommends its increased 
circulation among all our churches. 

V. That the preceding Resolutions, 
and those of the former meeting, be sent 
for insertion in the Baptist Magazine 
for July, 1836. 


tal 


ASSOCIATIONS. 
SGUTHERN, 
The Annual Meéting took ‘place’ at 


Poole, on the 24th and 25th of May. 


The Rev. F. Trestrail, of” Newport, 
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preached on Tuesday evening ; the Rey. 
J. Neave, of Portsea, on Wednesday 
morning ; aud in the evening, the Rey. 
C. E. Birt, of Portsea, There was a nu- 
merous attendance of ministers and 
messengers, 
Received into the several 
churches during the year . 
Lost by death, dismission, and 
GKOLISION »,o6. 310)», sister telly 0.5 Was . 55 


109 


Clear increase ......... oeeaSTAy » o4 

The churches of Lymington, White’s 

Row, Portsea, Niton, in the Isle of 
Wight, and Bealieu Rails, were received 
into the Association. The next Annual 
Meeting to be held at Newport, Isle of 
Wight,’ in June, 1837, the brethren 
Titherineton, of Winchester; Cakebread, 
of Portsea ; and Watts, of Andover ; to 
preach. Brother Yarnold to draw up 
the Ciréular Letter, on ‘‘ The Love of 
our Neighbour.” 
+ At this meeting,the Association agreed 
to join the Baptist Union, and appoint- 
ed brother Tilly, the. Secretary, and 
brother Watts, of Andover, as their re- 
presentatives at the Annual Meeting to 
be held in London, 

The principles and objects of the 
Baptist Building Fund met the approba- 
tion of the Association, and a Com- 
mittee was appointed to mature a plan 
for establishing a district fund. 

A strong expression of disapprobation 
on the nature and extent} of Slavery in 
America, was made by the Association, 

Considerable sympathy was expressed 
in favour of the Baptist Irish Society, 
and a letter was directed to be written to 
its Secretary. 


WESTERN. 

The thirteenth Annual Meeting of the 
Western Association comprising 44 
churches, was held at South Street, 
Exeter, on the 25th and 26th of May 
last. Brethren R. May, Burchell, Hatch, 
Hockin, and Price preached. ‘The de- 
votional exercises of the Association 


were conducted by brethren Sharp, Puls- | 


ford, Vernon, Barnes, Price, Hatch, 
Coombs, Hockin, Stembridge, Cross, 


Busby, Glanville, Baynes, Trend, Pyne, | 


and Dr. Payne. The clear increase of 


members in 37 churches, from whom | 
Three | 


letters. were received, is 107. 
new.churches have been received into 


the Association, and three others have _ 
been organized during the year, by dis- | 
missions from the church at Torrington, 


that are not at present united in Associ- 
ation, Several important resolutions 


Religious Intelligence. 


were passed)in. relation to. the, Baptist 
Building Fund, the Baptist Union, and, 
Slavery in America, The services of, 
the Association were rendered more 
than ordinarily interesting by the pre- 
senceof brother Burchell, of Falmouth, 
who appeared as a delegate from the 
churches of the South Devon and Corn- 
wall Association, This disposition to 
fraternize has been met most cordially by 
the brethren of this Association, who 
have appointed brother J. M. Chapman, 
of Yeovil, or in case of failure, brother 
Coombs, of Taunton, to visit the bre- 
thren of the South Deyon and Cornwall 
Association, at their next Amnual 
Meeting. The next Association of the 
Western Churches will be held at Lyme, 
Dorset. 


BRISTOL. 


The Annual Meeting of this Associa- 
tion was heldat Melksham, Wilts.; May 
25th and 26th. Sermons were preached 
by brethren Crisp, from Psal. cxix. 163; 
Winter, from Psal. cxxxvii. 5,6; Yates, 
from Gal. iii, 28,29; Aitchison, from 
Psal. exviii. 25. The devotional ser- 
vices were conducted by brethren 
Shakspeare, Dunn, Viney, Walton, New- 
man, Jackson, S. Webley, H. Webley, 
Norgrove, Preece, Probert, Dyer,Mason, 
Winter,Crisp, Clarke, Thomas, Heskins, 
Evans, and Russell. 

The circular letter written by brother 
Bunce—the subject, “‘ The Catholic In- 
junction to Believers to marry only in the 
Lord,” was adopted, and signed by bro- 
ther Russell, the Moderator. 

It was agreed to bold the next Asso- 
ciation at Providence Chapel, Penknap, 
Westbury, Wilts., on Wednesday and 
Thursday in Whitsun week, 1837; and 
that brother Jackson preach the Associa- 
tion Sermon; or, in case of failure, bro- 
ther Summers. Brethren Clarke and 
Thomas to be two other preachers; or, 
in case of failure, brethren Cater and 
Owen ; that brother Russell be request- 
ed to write the next Circular Letter; 
the subject, ‘‘ Prophecy a great Incentive 
to Christian Exertion for the Spread of - 
the Gospel at home and abroad.” 

Tneraase.. 2. detee« bie ope apia 

Decreases isms w seed ciwisieielin-ahl 80 

Clear Increase. ........... 0.195 

Number of Churches........,. 35 


NORTH ESSEX. tho; 
The first Annual Meeting of the 
North Essex Baptist Association was 
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lield' at Halsted, of May'25th and 26th, 
The Rev, Messrs. Gray, of Cambridge ; 
Stovel;* of London; and Anderson, of 


Bures,, preached, ~ 

‘The following resolution was passed 
in Committee on that occasion :— 

That the views of this Association 
harmonize with those of the friends of 
the London Baptist Building Fund, in 
reference to the liquidation of the debts 
upon the chapels throughout the country; 
and that the Secretary be deputed to 
convey these sentiments, together with 
the assurance of cordial co-operation in 
any measures which the Building Fund 
may adcpt. 


CHAPELS OPENED, &c. 


MANCHESTER. 
On Lord’s day, April Srd, 1836, the 
new chapel in Granby Row, Manchester, 
for the use of the Welsh Baptists, was 
opened, when the following English mi- 
nisters kindly officiated. The Rev. J. 
Aldis, of George Street ; Dr. Steadman, 
of Bradford ; and R. Fletcher, of Gros- 
venor Street. Collected £18 10s. 

This interest was commenced in the 
year 1815 ;? it was the first Welsh inte- 
rest in the denomination that had been 
known to exist in the town, a place 
where there are several thousands of 
Welsh people, that can understand a re- 
ligious service only in their own tongue. 
The meetings were first held in a room 
occupied by a Sunday-school, with 
which the writer was connected, and 
afterwards in a room fitted up for the 
purpose. 


STOURBRIDGE, 

On Wednesday, June 8th, a new cha- 
pel was opened for the use of the Bap- 
tist denomination at Stourbridge. The 
Rev. J. Roaf (indep.), of Wolverhamp- 
ton, preached in the morning ; the Rev. 
Dr. Hoby, of Mount Zion Chapel, Bir- 
mingham, in the afternoon; the Rey. 
Thomas Swan, of Cannon Street Chapel, 
Birmingham, in the evening, Onthe suc- 
ceeding Sabbath, sermons were preach- 
ed in the morning and evening by the 
Rev. H, Smith, A. M., of Kidderminster, 
and in the afternoon by J. Savage, minis- 
ter of the place. The attendance ge- 
nerally was numerous, and the collection 
amounted onthe Weduesday to £30 1s. 
10d., on the Sabbath to £22 6s. 3d. 
The Baptists in this populous and in- 
creasing town had previously met for 
divine worship,in an inconvenient room, 
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rented for this purpose, The churcly 
connected with that place, by the advice 
of neighbouring ministers, having agreed 
unanimously to dissolve itself on the 
Sabbath evening, the Rev. H. Smith; 
A.M., presided at the formation of anew 
Church, when seven persons gave to 
each other the’ right hand of Christian 
fellowship. Itis hoped, by divine bless- 
ing, that around this nucleus many saints 
will ere long be gathered. The estimated 
expenditure is £850; the amount at 
present collected, £370 5s. 8d. ‘As the 
difference between these sumsisadvanced 
by one person, without interest, it ‘is 
hoped that Christian brethren will the 
more promptly and speedily contribute. 


WATERLOO-ROAD, LONDON. 

On Tuesday evening, May 17, a new 
church of the Baptist denomination was 
formed in the chapel hitherto known as 
“the New Jerusalem Church” in the, 
Waterloo Road. Mr. Lemairs, of Wal- 
worth, read the Scriptures and prayed ; 
Mr. Coles, of Oakingham, stated the cha- 
racter of a Christian church, and called 
on the friends who had engaged to as- 
sociate on the principles there stated, to 
recognize their union by holding up 
their right hands; Mr. Wollacott, of 
Wild Street, offered prayer for the newly- 
formed church and deacons ; Mr. Belcher 
addressed the church and deacons from 
Gal. v. 13. “ By love serving one another ;” 
and Mr. Hewlett, of Westminster, closed 


| with prayer. 


This mew cause has arisen from a 
desire on the part of a few persons, 
formerly connected, with. the church in 
Church Street, Blackfriars, to extend 
the gospel in the dark neighbourhood in 
which it is situated. The chapel was 
opened on Easter Tuesday. last, by 
Messrs. Dickinson, of Alie Street ; Shir- 
ley, of Sevenoaks; and Stevens, of 
Meard’s Court., The attendance has 
been highly encouraging. 


ORDINATION, 
CHURCH LANE, NORTHAMPTON. 
On‘Wednesday, May 18, 1836, the 
Rey. R. Tunley, late student of Bradford 
Academy, and more recently connected’ 
with the Baptist Church at Brinton, was 


recognized pastor of the newly-formed 


church, meeting for worship in Church 
Lane, Northampton, | Through the 
Christian kindness of our friends, the 
services were held in College Street 
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meeting-house. The Rev. D.. Rees, of 
Burton-Latimer, read a portion of Serip- 
ture and prayed; the Rey. E. T. Prust, 
(Indep.), of Northampton, delivered the 
introductory discourse; the Rev. G. 
Jayne, of Road, asked the usual ques- 
tions of the minister and the church, and 
received the confession of faith; the 
Rey. F. Franklin, of Coventry, offered 
the ordination prayer; Dr. Steadman 
gave the charge, from Eph. vi. 19, 20. 
The Rey. T. F. Newman, of Horsley, 
Gloucestershire (Mr.T.’s pastor) epee A 
ed to the church, from Rom, xvi. 3. The 
Rev. J. Edwards, of Nottingham, preach- 
ed:in the evening from | Pet. i. 18, 19. 
The other devotional services were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Messrs, Evans and 
Lord (Indeps.), Blackburn, Jenkinson, 
Bottomley, Wake, Heskins, Knowles, 
Newman, and Carey. The ministers 
and friends, to the number of about 80, 
paztook of a cold dinner and supper 
together, at the meeting-house in Church 
Lane; after each of which, addresses 
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were delivered on religious revivals, by 
Dr. Steadman, Rev. Messrs. Franklin, 
Carey, Newman, Edwards, Rees, and 
others, much to the edification of all 
present: the interview in the evening 
was concluded by singing and prayer. 
In consequence of an appeal made by 
Mr. Edwards in the evening, several 
handsome donations were promised 
towards building a new meeting-house; 
May Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd, 
bless both pastor and people, and cause 
this little hill of Zion to ‘‘ break forth on 
the right hand, and on the left!” 


NOTICE. 


The new Baptist Chapel at Blockley, 
Worcestershire, will be opened on Thurs- 
day, July 14th, 1836. The Rev. J. 
Leifchild, of London, will preach in the 
morning; the Rev. T. Waters, of Wor- 
cester, in the afternoon; and the Rev. J. 
P. Mursell, of Leicester, in the evening. 


Just as this number was going to press, we received from a correspondent in 


New York, a printed copy of the ‘* Constitution of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, formed by a Convention of the Baptist Elders and Brethren,” heldin that 
city, on the 12th and 13th of May. We hope to present our readers with an 
abstract of this important document, with some account of the steps which have 
led to it, in our next number. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS. 


The following sums, from the profits of this work, were voted to the widows 
whose initials follow, at the meeting of proprietors, on Friday the 24th ult. 
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~ BAPTIST 


~The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of 
the Baptist Union was held at New Park 
Street. Chapel, on Wednesday, June 22. 
The Rey. C. E. But, A. M., of Portsea, 
in, the chair, 
.,, The proceedings were commenced by 
singing two verses of the 133rd Psalm, 
C.M., at the conclusion of which, the 
Rey. E. Hull, of Watford, supplicated 
the Divine blessing. 

The Cuatrman said, that they ~had 
assembled to hold the annual public 
meeting of the Baptist Union, and with 
that character inscribed upon the assem- 
bly, all the proceedings which took place 
should be kept in subordination and 
rendered subsidiary to the interests of 
the Baptist denomination, They might 
be favoured with the presence of Chris- 
tian friends of other denominations ; and 
while those friends were received with a 
courteous welcome, he trusted they would 
not impute to the Baptists any contracted- 
ness of feeling, if they were occupied 
throughout the morning with their own 
proper concerns. He conceived that the 
Baptist denomination had claims to the 
respect and confidence of all who were 
united in the faith of the gospel. The 
voluntary principle had been carried out 
in all the operations in which the Baptist 
denomination had been united. They 
‘had set an example to the Christian world 
in the union wrought out in the formation 
of a missionary society upon the volun- 
tary principle; and in the force of that 
union, combining the sympathies and the 
efforts of private Christians in the pro- 
motion of one common object. In the 
West Indies they had been called to dis- 
play the voluntary principle in the suffer- 
ings there endured by the members of 
their denomination ; and the sympathies 
of the Christian world had been awaken- 
ed and brotight to bear upon that horrid 
system of cruelty, tyranny, and oppres- 
sion, éxercised upon hundreds of thou- 
sands of their fellow-Christians, distin- 
euished only by the complexion of their 
skin. But if they claimed to have the 
voluntary principle identified with their 
system, let them feel the obligation which 
rested upon them to vindicate the honour 
of that principle. The friends of the 
coercive system would represent the 
voluntary principle as a separating, re- 
pulsive principle ; but he held that it was 
attractive and cohesive. They had been 
brought, through the union, into contact 
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with churches bearing the same name in 
a far distant land ; and into.an acquaint- 
ance with the system of slavery which 
obtained there. Through the information 
brought by their esteemed and beloyed 
brethren, there was now awakened in all 
hearts an earnestness of desire that, they 
might be the instruments, in the hand of 
God, of exciting correspondent: feelings 
on the subject in the bosoms of their 
fellow-Christians on the American. conti- 
nent, that the Baptist church in the new 
world, as in the old, might have. the 
honour conferred upon it, by. God, of 
being the source and fountain whence the 
streams of emancipation should pass 
through the land. But whilst, as. Chris- 
tians, they would not pollute their hands, 
or burden their consciences, with. the 
sanction of the system of slavery, yet in 
the opposition which they proposed to 
make to the system, they were not going 
to take a leaf out of the book of the slave- 
holders. They would not assail° the 
system in the choleric temper with which 
the slave-owners contended for what 
they called “the rights of property.” 
They regarded the voluntary principle as 
the fulcrum on which they would place 
the lever of their obligation, and over- 
throw the system which prevailed in 
America. The government exercised in 
the meeting rested entirely upon the 
voluntary principle; and should it be 
requisite in the course of the proceedings 
to enforce order, he trusted that the chair 
would meet with the support of all those 
who recognised, in the prevalence of 
order, the first law of heaven; and in the . 
maintenance of order, the only security 
of peace and harmony. 

The Rey. Josrpu Bztcuer, one of the 
Secretaries, then read an abstract of the 
report. It stated that in 36 associations 
connected with the Baptist body, there 
were 892 churches, in 660 of which there 
had been, during the past year, 4,376 
baptisms ; 689 had been received by dis- 
mission from other churches; and 479 
previously excluded had-been restored to 
communion ; that 1,271 had been removed 
by death; 684 dismissed» to “ other 
churches; 197 had withdrawn from 
fellowship ; and 844 had been excluded. 
The clear increase in these 660 churches 
being 2,548 members; the whole number 
of evangelical Baptist churches in Eng- 
land alone, we understood to be 1,123. 
The report then proceeded to state that 
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the respective associations had passed 
strong resolutions, condemnatory of 
American slavery, and church-rates, and 
in reference to many other matters. 
Twenty-one new churches were reported 
as formed during the year; and 58 
ordinations or settlements of ministers 
had taken place in the same period; 42 
new chapels and enlargements had be- 
come known to the committee; and 10 
ministers had been removed by death. 
The report, which was listened to with 
great satisfaction, closed by referring to 
the return of the deputation from America, 
and the manner in which they had been 
received by the committee, and some ani- 
mated exhortations to increased diligence 
and prayer. 

The Rev. W. Corzny, of Oxford, 
moved the first resolution. 


I. That the Report, an abstract of which 
has been now read, be received and printed, 
and circulated under the direction of the Com- 
mittee. 


He could not but congratulate the denomi- 
nation on the formation of this union. 
Tt would be the means of collecting much 
knowledge regarding the state of the 
churches. The beneficial results of the 
formation of the union, had already 
appeared in various instances, but, per- 
haps, in nothing more strikingly than in 
the. deputation sent to America. It had 
brought to light a thing long hidden in 
darkness, viz., the existence of slavery 
connected with Christianity. The Bap- 
tist churches would assist those of Ame- 
rica in putting down that horrid system. 

The Rev. W. Grosrr, of Maidstone, 
briefly seconded the motion. 

The Cuarrman then observed, — that 
the meeting would have perceived 
with interest, the presence of Drs. Cox 
and Hoby on this occasion, They would, 
perhaps, lay before the Baptist Union an 
account of their proceedings in America, 
as the deputation from that body. 

The Rey. Dr. Cox then stood forward, 
and was received with loud applause. 
He could not but feel sensibly affected 
with the manner in which he had been 
received on rising on this occasion, be- 
cause he was perfectly aware that “a 
good name was rather to be chosen than 
great riches ;” and that a conscience pure 
in the sight of God, was even rather to 
be chosen than a good name, however 
yaluable that might be amongst men. 

He rose that morning under a deep sense 
of the important service which he had 
presently to discharge to one of the most 
interesting and important institutions of 
this’ country; and he trusted that he 
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should be enabled to state what he had to 
advance with that calm dignity which be- 
fitted the anticipation of a service so im- 

ortant, and which became the minister 
of Christ. He did not forget that he 
stood in an important relation to the 
church and to the world ; that he had a 
character to maintain, which he trusted 
had been unblemished unto this hour ; 
that he had served with fidelity, not the 
Baptist denomination merely, but the 
Christian church, for thirty-two years ; 
having been introduced to it by those 
honourable and glorious immortals, 
Fuller, Sutcliff, and Hall. He would 
throw from his mind whatever might tend 
to excite unhallowed feeling, and bear 
with calmness whatever imputation any 
individual might cast upon him, He 
only desired to stand before the world in 
the fulness and firmness of a substantial 
character. If he were reviled, he hoped 
that he should be enabled to follow his 
Master’s spirit, and not revile again. 
His object was, simply and calmly, with- 
out casting a reflection on a human being, 
to state that morning in what manner the 
deputation had fulfilled the important 
duty which had devolved uponthem. He 
felt it unnecessary to enter into particu- 
lars to any. wide extent, because they had 
been. given in the yolume which had 
been issued ; as, however, that did not 
assume the character of a report, it was 
necessary to say a few words before their 
constituents. Dr. C. then read two ex- 
tracts from a circular letter from the com- 
mittee of the Baptist Union, to the pastors 
and members of the Baptist churches 
throughout the country, for the purpose 
of showing that one object of the deputa- 
tion was to carry an address adopted by 
the Union, to the triennial convention 
of the Baptist churches of America ; 
and to obtain more distinct information in 
regard to the influence of the Baptist 
denomination in the United States. The 
deputation attended the triennial conven- 
tion, and subsequently, with these objects 
in view, traversed a considerable portion 
of the American continent, and of the 
British dependencies. The deputation 
had with great care, and he trusted with 
greater accuracy than had ever yet been 
obtained, set themselves to the digest: of 
information upon all those subjects; sta- 
tistical tables were presented at the end 
of their yolume, which he trusted would 
prove a bool: of reference to the denomi- 
nation. The deputation had not been 
more particular in the detail of their pro- 
ceedings in the volume, because they 
were solicitous, as much as possible, to 
show the results of their efforts rather 
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than to state the efforts themselves. They 
felt that the world might appreciate their 
labours as it chose, but that they would 
at any rate collect information with con- 
scientious assiduity and diligence. He 
would now call the attention of the 
Meeting to another part of the circular 
letter to which he had before referred. 
““ We wish to express,” said the circular, 
“in the most yivyid manner, our high re- 
gard for them and their labours, our de- 
vout gratitude to the Most High, for the 
rapid and unexampled extension of divine 
truth among them, and our earnest 
prayers for their long continued pros- 
perity. But whilst we admire their vi- 
gorous efforts for the spread of the gospel, 
and those free institutions, under whose 
influence those exertions have been 
made, we do not shut our eyes to the 
fact that in this land of liberty negro 
slavery is legalized, and is suffered to re- 
main a foul blot on their national cha- 
racter. It is, perhaps, within your re- 
collection, that at the commencement of 
last winter, the Baptist board in London 
sent to their brethren a memorial on this 
subject, which they requested might be 
laid before the triennial convention. To 
what extent the brethren thus memo- 
rialized are partakers of this national sin, 
we are utterly ignorant. We are glad to 
learn that the voice of many of them is 
lifted up against it, and we send our de- 
putation to promote most zealously, and 
to the utmost of their ability, in the spirit 
of love, of discretion, and of fidelity, but 
still most zealously to promote the sacred 
cause of negro emancipation.” That 


letter was not given to the deputation in- 


the character of instructions: for the last 
declaration which he uttered-in the Com- 
mittee, before leaving them, was, that if 
they could not place confidence in the 
ability and zeal of the delegates even at 
that, the eleventh hour, let them choose 
others in whom they could more entirely 
confide. He would at once readily iden- 
tify himself with the Committee in their 
expressions; and he was, he trusted, 
about to show the meeting that to the 
very iota they had acted up to them. He 
would now proceed to show, that they 
had most zealously, but in the “ spirit of 
love, of discretion, and of fidelity,” pro- 
moted the sacred cause of negro emanci- 
pation. In the first place he would refer 
to a passage contained in the volume, in 
p. 33. That passage referred to the cir- 
cumstance of his presenting himself on a 
particular occasion at Richmond, before 
a numerous assembly, when he more es- 
pecially addressed a multitude of slaves, 
who were at that time collected within 
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an extensive chapel. Now, that was in 
a slave state—in Virginia—in Richmond, 
at a moment when he was told:that the 
men in power were watching every 
movement with all the sensitiveness of a 
jealous and prejudiced magistracy—when 
he was surrounded, too, by multitudes of 
slaveholders of great worldly respect- 
ability and influence. But without he- 
sitation, prompted by the feeling of 
Sympathy for men in that enslaved con- 
dition, and of whose emancipation he had 
ever been the advocate, he stepped for- 
ward with undaunted zeal, and decision, 
and firmness, for the purpose of identi- 
fying himself with them in the midst of 
surrounding multitudes of opposite feel- 
ing, in the face of a magistracy de- 
nouncing them for their purpose. That 
was the first fact. He would proceed to 
another, which was presented to the 
notice of the public in the 7ist and 72nd 
pages of the work. ‘‘ We have only to 
explain that the laws of the state pro- 
hibit all such public discussions in Vir- 
ginia, as that which it had been imagined 
we might have introduced at Richmond ; 
consequently, the convention would have 
been dissolved by the magistrates, had it 
been attempted. But the convention it- | 
self would not and could not have been 
convened, with the understanding that 
the abolition of slavery was to be dis- 
cussed ; and inasmuch as such discussion 
in the triennial meeting of the Missionary 
Society, would not have approved itself 
to the majority of delegates assembled 
for other purposes; they would have 
dissolved themselves without, had it 
been attempted, awaiting magisterial in- 
terference.” An attempt to introduce 
the topic of slavery at the triennial con- 
vention would not, therefore, have been, 
in his apprehension, acting upon the 
principle “of love, of discretion, and of 
fidelity ;” but it would have been a reck- 
less inconsideration and infidelity to that 
cause itself which it was their great ob- 
ject to promote. Now, then, he would 
ask, since they could not introduce this 
subject at the triennial convention itself, 
during any of their assemblies, did they 
do nothing? Did they not, in the centre 
of a slave state, convene together the in- 
fluential brethren of the slave states— 
and did they not, though incapacitated 
and prevented from speaking at the tri- 
ennial convention upon the subject—did 
they not convene together all the most 
leading individuals they could find to 
meet them on the question, and discuss 
the subject with them with unwearied di- 
ligence ? That they might do what? 
That they might impress those indivi- 
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duals with the great importance of their 
views, and those of their constituents in 
England, upon the subject of negro 
emancipation, that they might go to their 
respective states, and communicate the 
good impressions which the deputation 
trusted they had made. The deputation 
conyened them together, that they might 
promote “the sacred cause of negro 
emancipation.” ‘It was invariably our 
object to elicit opinions relative both to 
the Indian tribes, and the coloured 
people. On the latter subject, and that 
connected with slavery, we were anxious 
not to leave the south without a faithful 
and solemn expression of our own prin~ 
ciples and feelings, and those of our 
brethren at home, in as large a private 
party of influential brethren as could be 
convened. It was intrusted to a brother, 
in whom the fullest confidence might be 
reposed, to invite those with whom it 
would be most important to confer, and 
from whose conversation the most in- 
formation might be obtained, to guide 
our own judgments relative to a public 
co-operation with the abolition agency, 
and the society about to hold its anni- 
versary in New York. There are no 
terms in which we have been accustomed 
in England to express abhorrence of 
slavery, which were not freely employed 
on ‘this occasion.” In the centre of a 
slave state, surrounded by threatening 
magistrates, in the house of a slaveholder, 
they discussed this subject, before the 
most influential brethren from the south- 
ern states. He would ask whether they 
were not true to the cause of negro 
emancipation? ‘The same arguments 
we and others at home have used, in 
order to repel those which have always 
been adduced, in support of this sys- 
tem, were employed there for the same 
purpose ; and solemn appeals were made 
to the brethren, on the influence which 
the church of Christ in general, and 
our own section of it in particular, ought 
to exert. The honour put upon our own 
brethren, who not only first suffered for 
Christ’s sake, and then became instru- 
mental in rescuing his suffering flock, 
was adduced ; and, in return, each of the 
brethren assembled gave, consecutiyely, 
an opinion upon the general aspect of 
their affairs, and the existing-movements 
of various parties, We had no reason to 
regret having sought this conference, 
which may not have been unattended 
with benefit on the minds our friends, 
He would ask whether that was not 
‘« fidelity” to the cause ? whether it was 
not the ‘spirit of love,” 
tion,” fo entreat, where they would hear, 


and ‘‘ discre- | 


sition is erroneous. 
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rather than to appeal where they would 
not and could not listen. He begged to 
be allowed to refer, in the next place, to 
a passage which occurred in a review of 
the volume in the Eclectic Review. The 
reviewer remarked, after having said that 
the deputation had acted with sound dis- 
cretion and wisdom, in reference to the 
meeting at New York, from which they 
had abstained, “‘ We are a little surprised 
that our respected friends, the deputies, 
as they were perfectly free to pursue 
such a course as they might think most 
judicious, after having informed them- 
selves of the existing state of parties, 
and of the relative position of different 
societies,‘did not feel themselves impelled, 
as “natives of Great Britain, as mi- 
nisters of Christ, and as pledged aboli- 
tionists, to bear their public protest in 
union with some simply humane and 
religious agency, against \the flagrant in- 
consistency of Christians holding their 
fellow-men and fellow-Christians in 
hopeless and degrading bondage. In 
justice to the authors of this book, we 
ought, however, to remark, that it speaks 
thoroughly out on the question of slavery. 
However partisans may censure their 
conduct at Richmond and New York, 
this their manual for the whole world is 
unequivocal in its condemnation of this 
detestable iniquity.’’ Perhaps the meet- 
ing might be ready to say, ‘‘ Well, breth- 
ren, why did you not bear such testimony, 
in union with some simply humane and 
religious agency?” Snch testimony was 
borne in no equivocal terms, and pre- 
cisely under such circumstances, at one 
of the largest meetings ever held in 
America, much larger than that held at 
New York, or any held on any other 
occasion, when thousands were assem- 
bled, and when it might be said that a 
whole denomination was there, to watch 
his proceedings, sand to know his senti- 
ments. He was sorry to be compelled to 
quote the words of his own speech. It 
was such a sketch as appeared in all the 
newspapers of America, where he meant 
it to appear. ‘Dr. Cox rose and said, 
I am happy to receive an invitation to 
speak on this occasion, for had I not 
been inyited, I should have seized the 
opportunity to make a few remarks. I 
desired to do so especially, because on a 
former occasion I declined attending an 
anti-slavery meeting, as you have pro- 
bably learned from the public papers, 
and because many have from that cir- 
cumstance supposed that I had changed 
my sentiments in relation to the imme- 
diate abolition of slavery. This suppo- 
Tam known as an 
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abolitionist in England, and I wish you 
and America to understand me distinctly, 
that my non-attendance at that meeting 
did not originate from even a moment’s 
doubt respecting the correctness of my 
former principles. But I desire it to be 
understood, that, considering the object 
of my visit to this country, and the pecu- 
liar circumstances in which | was placed, 
I thought I had sufficient reasons for de- 
clining to attend that meeting. | believed 
then, nor have I as yet seen cause to alter 
my opinion, that, all things considered, 
I could do more good, and exert more 
influence in favour of the slaves, by not 
attending that meeting, than I could if I 
attended it. And now I know that I 
have had greater opportunities of benefit- 
ing the cause of abolition than 1. could 
have had by adopting another course. I 
fully and deeply participate in the lan- 
guage generally, and in the feelings, 
which have so much interested this as- 
sembly in behalf of the thousands and 
millions who are held in the chains of 
bondage.” The sentiments which he 
then avowed were as strongly expressed, 
as vividly enforced, as fearlessly main- 
tained, as any which had been ever ut- 
tered in this metropolis by any man upon 
the subject of negro emancipation. The 
sentiments with which he had identi- 
fied himself were spread throughout 
the length and breadth of America, and 
he would ask whether, in identifying 
himself with such sentiments, and send- 
ing them throughout that land, where 
every one was anxious to know his feel- 
ings upon the subject, he was not pro- 
moting the sacred cause of negro eman- 
cipation? Was he not “exerting all” 
his “‘ moral influence” on that occasion, 
“for the suppression of this hemous 
sin?” Was it not a public testimony ? 
and in addition to that in Virginia, in 
harmony with the constant protests and 
discussions in every place—aye, on 
board steam-boats—.where, let him tell 
the meeting, it was frequent for multi- 
tudes to assemble in greater numbers 
than were convened that morning—for 
the purpose of hearing discussions upon 
this subject. There were only two 
points to which he would call the atten- 
tion of the meeting. First, with refer- 
ence to the letter which was there quoted 
in page 110. Ile had used the term 
“ neutrality,’ which it was possible some 
of his friends might haye misunderstood. 
Because, what was the neutrality which 
in that letter he affirmed? ‘ Not with 
regard to those great principles and ob- 
jects which it is well known Britain in 
general, and our denomination in parti- 


cular, have maintained and promoted.” 
With regard to all these great principles, 
he disclaimed all idea of neutrality, and 
he had stated so in the very page. What! 
was he, a minister of Christ, continually 
preaching against that neutrality which 
held men from the service of Christ, and 
from consecrating themselves to his cause, 
was he to belie his principles and his 
character by turning round and saying 
that he himself maintained neutrality? 
No! Instead of saying that he main- 
tained neutrality upon this subject, he 
had guarded against that interpretation. 
He also begged to refer to another term 
used in the letter—‘‘ visitor.’ <“ But 
with regard solely to the political bear- 
ings of the question with which, as a 
stranger, a foreigner, a visitor, I could 
not attempt to mtermeddle.” On that 
point he had only one word to say. He 
used in that note the term “ visitor,’ 
upon careful consideration, as pointing 
to himself exclusively, and not as an 
agent. And he declared solemnly before 
God, that he meant the term “ visitor” 
to bear upon no individual under the sun 
but himself. He had no intention what- 
ever of flinging the slightest reproach 
upon any individual in the use of these 
terms. He merely felt that he was called 
to a public act, and he must give a reason 
for not responding to that call. What 
reason did he give? Did he fling re, 
proach upon others? Far be it from his 
heart! He never thought of it. He 
never intended it. In framing that note 
he was only giving one reason why he 
did not attend upon that occasion, viz., 
because he stood im a peculiar character, 
in which no other person did stand—that 
of a ‘‘yvisitor” to the American churches. 
The meeting, therefore, would give him 
credit when he stated that he used the 
words with a simple regard to his own 
circumstances, and to his own condition. 
No man ever doubted that the depu- 
tation were abolitionists. No man 
in America doubted of the Baptist 
Churches in England being abolition- 
ists. Nothing that the deputation had 
ever said or done could have produced 
the impression that they were not aboli- 
tionists. Had they not recorded in page 
108 of their volume this fact, ‘‘ It may 
be proper to add, that subsequently we 
met a large party of the friends of aboli- 
tion at the house of one of the leading 
members of the committee, with whom 
every topic was fully discussed, and in 
the most friendly spirit. Mr, Thompson 
was present. Dr. Cox concluded the 
evening in prayer, and we left the party 
in company with Mr. Burnie.’ On that 
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occasion the deputation associated with 
all the leading abolitionists of America. 
On that occasion they held-converse with 
them. On that occasion they blended 
their mutual sympathies, and their fre- 
quent supplications for the progress of 
the great cause of negro emancipation. 
There was another remarkable fact in 
connexion with this subject to which he 
would advert for a moment. A docu- 
ment had been transmitted to this coun- 
try, signed by 185 ministers of the Bap- 
tist denomination in America, expressive 
of their strong, their firm, their decided 
adherence to the cause of negro emanci- 
pation. And he begged to say that the 
sketch of that document was read for his 
opinion, observation, and advice, by one 
of the strongest abolitionists of America, 
in whose house he was then residing ; 
the document was read to him by the 
very individual who prepared it, and for 
that brother he preached that same 
evening to a very numerous assembly. 
He begged it to be understood, that 
every where, by abolitionists, and by 
others of all classes, the deputation were 
considered as acting with firmness and 
decision, in diffusing their views through 
all parts of the land. The deputation 
were felt by the abolitionists to be with 
them in all the great principles they were 
engaged in maintaining. With reference 
to his non-attendance at a particular 
meeting at New York, he had only to 
state that he had conscientiously acted 
upon the dictates of his judgment. After 
serious prayer, and calm deliberation, 
and seeing the state of things throughout 
that country, and becoming acquainted 
with circumstances which it was impos- 
sible for any man in that place to know, 
he had come to a decision which to thig 
hour he felt to be a right one. But he 
had been told by one of his brethren, 
that he had said before his departure, he 
was willing to suffer martyrdom for the 
cause, He had never flinched from that 
feeling for one instant. He could assert 
that he had suffered a martyrdom of 
feeling in New York. He felt that he 
was placing himself in a position in 
which he was liable to be misunderstood 
and misapprehended ; that he might be 
misrepresented before the whole country, 
as well as his constituents in England. 
A brickbat was nothing to that. He 
suffered that, because he would not seek 
popularity in England at the expense of 
cons¢ientious conviction. He had acted 
from first to last in abstaining from at- 
tending that meeting, or any other meet- 
ing, conscientiously before that assembly, 
and before his God, with a view to pro- 
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mote to the utmost of his ability the’ 
sacred cause of negro emancipation. 
But supposing it was considered he had’ 
been mistaken, was all the deputation 
had done in this sacred cause to go for 
nothing? Was it the fact that their 
conduct had opened the best: promise of 
a holy and successful union with Ame- 
rica to be forgotten? He would ask 
their constituents who had sent them out 
as their delegates, whether, when they 
were left to the exercise of their discre- 
tion, they were to have no discretion ? 
He would ask whether they intended, by 
the expression “fidelity” in their letter, 
to throw an insult upon the American 
people? He would ask whether by 
“love” they meant to assault their dear- 
est friends? He would ask whether the 
deputation was to be welcomed, and 
commended, and loved ?—that was the 
question he asked upon their return to 
this spot whence they set out. He had 
said, avoiding all controversy, with an 
ancient warrior— Strike, but hear me.” 
He would repeat the question, were they 
to be loved?—were they to be com- 
mended? (Loud cries of ‘‘Yes.”) We 
have to the utmost of our abilities 
served our country. Whatever may be 
the impression upon any minds, I trust 
we shall feel we are united with our 
brethren in one great cause. But whe- 
ther that be the case or not, I shall retire 
from this platform with a pure conscience 
—TI shall retire, after having entered 
upon it with fervent prayer, with an 
earnest desire to serve God on this plat- 
form as I have aimed to serve my Lord 
and Master for successive years on many 
a platform, and in many a pulpit. I 
wish to be still identified with all the 
great objects I have maintained with that 
denomination, in the midst of which I 
now stand. 

The Rev. Dr. Hosy had never found 
it more difficult to rise after his beloved 
colleague, than on the present occasion, 
Slavery was a monstrous curse and ini- 
quity, an unmitigated and unmitigable 
evil, a vice of such malignity and mag- 
nitude, that Christianity and slavery 
could not long co-exist. On all suitable 
occasions, he had expressed himself in 
abhorrence of that system, and used 
every effort in his power to aid all holy 
and benevolent exertions to bring it to a 
termination. - He had always regarded 
it as a system which, whilst it demonized 
the oppressor, brutalized the oppressed ; 
and in proportion as the civil institutions 
of nations were free, did they degrade 
themselves by the iniquitous practice. 
Every boastful panegyric upon their 
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liberty was only a fresh insult flung in 
the face of mankind. These had been 
his words among the Americans in every 
state which he had visited. It was a 
cursed system, which could be justified 
by no principle of pure religion, of sound 
philosophy, or of political expediency, 
When, therefore, he learned that Jeffer- 
son caught many of his notions of a free 
civil government from the discipline and 
the order of a Baptist church, formed 
in his neighbourhood, he was almost 
ashamed of his denominational name, 
and almost ashamed of his nature, when 
in the yery house and family of that dis- 
tinguished legislator, and moreover, in 
the bosom of the Baptist churches, sla- 
very still found its advocates. He should 
never forget the thrill he felt when Mr. 
Knibb, under God, pronounced the doom 
of that dark and cursed system. The 
meeting would remember, that the Bap- 
tist denomination was committed by him 
to the grand achievement, and God ho- 
noured their brethren in accomplishing 
it. In these selfsame words, and with 
that self-same emphasis, he had spoken, 
in urging on their brethren in America to 
rouse themselves to the same. conflict 
with the foe, and in God’s name, and by 
his grace, to accomplish the same victory. 
He was truly solicitous that all who spoke 
and all who wrote, when they took the 
ground that he had now taken, would 
guard against statements which would 
prove injurious to the cause. Dark as 
the system of slavery was, it was not to 
be blackened by incautious statements, 
and they ought to guard against anything 
like misrepresentation. He would not 
admit that he had falsified any profession, 
or failed in the discharge of any trust. 
He abominated all ‘‘ expediency,” as it 
was called. He had stood, and by God’s 
grace would still continue to stand, upon 
the solid rock of principle. When at 
Richmond, there perhaps were times 
when he thought of “ discharging his 
conscience,” as it was called. One of 
their countrymen, in America, related to 
a distinguished and beloved brother now 
present, had suggested that there was 
one occasion on which he thought it 
might safely have been done. He be- 
lieved those were his words, or nearly so. 
Another of their beloved countrymen 
there, equally an abolitionist, congratu- 
lated him on having seized. on one felici- 
tous moment, or, as he thought, two 
opportunities, even in the public assem- 
blies of the convention. He had thought 
much about that discharging of his con- 
science, and assuredly he had not: hesi- 
tated to speak of the debt which civilised 
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man owed to the savage man, for the 
wrongs he had always done him, con- 
tending that Christ’s church alone could 
repay the savage man for the iniquities 
and oppressions of civilized man. He 
did not hesitate to apprise their American 
brethren, that both America and England 
were deeply indebted to Africa's op- 
pressed children. With regard to the 
discharging of his conscience at Rich- 
mond and at the Convention, he thought 
it would have been a kind of pusillani- 
mous ‘delivery of his soul,” of which 
he should not cordially have approyed in 
moments of serious reflection. Did not 
the meeting perceive that the deputation 
could, at the Triennial Convention, have 
done no more than bring forward abruptly 
the topic of slavery, and that then all, 
discussion, and every thing like expostu- 
lation, must, from the nature of the case, 
have terminated? He would ask the 
chairman whether it would have been 
proper, whether he now would have ap- 
proved of it, if the deputation had seized 
upon some moment for introducing the 
topic? They certainly could, at any 
moment, have done it. But upon the 
supposition that no more could have been 
done than what he had stated, he would 
submit whether the deputation would 
have acted in accordance with the wishes 
of their constituents, had they thus broken 
up the convention of their brethren? 
But one writer had adverted to a ‘ pre- 
cise moment,” when, according to his 
notions, the topic might have been intro- 
duced, He told them, although he was 
in this country, and was unacquainted 
with all the circumstances of the case, 
when was the precise moment, and what 
they should haye said at that precise 
moment. His words were, ‘This, I 
contend, was the precise moment at 
which you should have stated,” &c.; 
and he proceeds to say, ‘‘I must have 
delivered my soul; and inquired, 
“* What meaneth this bleating of the sheep 
in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
The publication, how- 
ever, to which he referred, was anony- 
mous. He did not know what right his 
anonymous brother had to school his es- 
teemed colleague and himself in language 
like that. He had scarcely looked at the 
pamphlet, but he had counted the V's in 
the first half page, and they were twelve 
innumber. He had also looked at the 
last half page, where the author said, ‘I 
have had the presumption to sketch.” 
He thought that the author had had pre- 
sumption in thus addressing his col- 
league, though it was no great presump- 
tion to address himself. As to instruc- 
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tions, he would repeat that he never 
heard a word, and never read a line, and 
never gave a pledge. Let the meeting 
judge how startled he was when he looked 
into the Patriot, of the first of June, and 
read the language of “A Lover of Jus- 
tice.” The writer observed, ‘I cannot 
but think that the Baptist Union were 
unhappy in the choice of one, at least, of 
their deputies ;” and he, in his modesty, 
thought, of course, that he meant himself. 
But when the writer said, ‘‘ A communi- 
cation had been received from America, 
stating, if the question of slavery was 
touched by the deputies, they would fail 
in the object of their mission—the doors 
of all the slaye-holding churches would 
be shut against them ;” he felt indignant 
at the concealment of the fact from the 
delegates themselves. He would not 
have gone fettered. What! precluded 
by his brethren from speaking on the 
abolition question, and on the subject of 
slavery! He felt indignant at the con- 
cealment of the fact, and would not have 
gone tongue-tied and fettered by such 
suggestions as were insinuated by the 
lover of justice. But it could not be; 
and he was happy to discover in the 
letter of their Secretary, Mr. Belcher, 
that it was a misapprehension, and that 
no such communication had ever been 
made. Besides, he saw in the circular 
the passage which had been read, and 
therefore he was acquainted with the 
principles of the Union; and acquainted 
with them, he could not but know the 
feelings of his brethren, in sympathy so 
entirely with his own. But as the Union 
had not bound him to silence, so they 
had not pledged him to speak. He 
thought there was no country so jealous 
of interference as America, and no nation 
under heaven of whose interference the 

were more jealous than of that of England. 
There was no one topic on which they 
were so jealous of the interference of 
England, as on this self-same topic of 
slavery. He smiled at the charge of ti- 
midity. He had often told his brethren 
in America, who warned him of the 
jacket of tar and feathers, that he should 
rather glory in it; and would not, on re- 
ceiving that coat of many colours, have 
consented to occupy any of their pulpits 
afterwards in any other garment. He 
scorned the charge of trimming, and as 
toa warmer shake of the hand by a 
southern slave-owner, he repelled the in- 
smuation with an indignation to which he 
could not give utterance. His brethren 
were reflected upon for their selection of: 
agents, who ought, one writer says, to. 
haye been men of. courage and, of nerve 5. 


Religious Intelligence. 


but the courage of some men was bluster, 
as their style of accusation was grandilo- 
quent. He would call the attention of 
the meeting to/an article which appeared 
in the Patriot of May 9:—‘‘ Had they 
visited America for their own pleasure, 
and at their own cost, and not charged 
with a specific mission, the case would 
have been very different. As it was, the 
blame, if any, would attach to those par- 
ties in this country, who commissioned’ 
them to form a fraternal alliance with 
churches so largely implicated in slave- 
holding.” That, he begged to observe, 
could not, it did not exonerate him. If 
any of his brethren went to America, he 
hoped they would feel themselves bound, 
as he had done, to exert themselves to 
the utmost in aid of the abolition princi- 
ple, and in support of the great cause. 
‘‘These English ministers,’ the article 
continued, ‘‘ found it incompatible with 
their religious mission to denounce the 
wickedness of slave-holding, not because 
there are slaves in the Southern States— 
not because it is a question which is agi- 
tating the country, and threatening the 
disruption of the Union—but because 
the Baptist churches are largely impli- 
cated in the crime, and require to be 
convinced of the sin.” The deputation 
never were deterred by such consider- 
ations. He begged to be allowed to tell 
their brethren of other denominations, 
who seemed to be ready to fling their 
censures upon the Baptists, that the 
Baptist churches were not the only sec- 
tion of Christ’s church involved in that 
gross iniquity. He could take up the 
sentence in the circular which had been 
read to the meeting, and read it without 
a blush. Had it ever occurred to his 
brethren that their delegates were not the 
only Britons present at the convention, nor 
the only avowed abolitionists. And those 
brethren did not for a moment, so far as 
he could understand, think of taking up 
that topic in the convention, That was 
worthy of attention. Many were present 
besides the deputation—men of weight 
and influence, and most determined abo- 
litionists, who themselves deemed it un- 
desirable to introduce this topic at the, 
convention. He wished to add, before- 
he passed on, that if other brethren had 
gone to America and had acted ditfer- 
ently from the deputation, it was his: 
opinion that they would not have acted, 
wisely. No; not even if the writer to, 
whom he had alluded had been the. dele- 
gate,.and who.made the speech which 
ought to have been. delivered... Yes;.and, 
evenif his beloved, brother: behind him,» 
the Rev. T, Pri¢e,:should, one: day, yisit® 
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America, and act differently and suc- 
cessfully, it would be owing to Dr. Cox 
end himself, who would thus another 
day share with such future delegates 
their praises for a glorious achivement. 
He would ask whether they had forfeited 
all support, as if their actions were not 
consistent, nor their motives pure, and as 
being the friends of the slave no longer? 
(No, no.) He had read all those terms 
in the American newspapers, as having 
been pronounced in reference to the de- 
putation ; and he had :the papers before 
him. In the first place, however, he 
would apologize for haying made use im- 
properly, he admitted, of inverted com- 
Mas over five lines which appeared in 
their book, p. 104, and having offered 
that apology, he would now expiain. He 
wrote those five lines in inverted com- 
mas after having attended the meeting at 
New York. He did not write them at 
the meeting, and in his journal he did 
not place the inverted commas against 
them ; but he simply said, with respect 
to the speaker, that ‘it seemed to be his 
design to wind up the meeting by repre- 
senting the deputation as men of whom 
their brethren and their country ought to 
be ashamed, whom he blushed to own as 
his countrymen, who, as recreant from 
their principles, and acting under the in- 
fluence of disgraceful motives, were unfit 
representatives, who would be scorned 
upon their return.’ The meeting must 
see how little he cared about himself or 
his reputation in this case. Many of his 
friends would attest that he had often 
expressed the greatest unconcern as to 
the construction which might have been 
put upon the course the deputation had 
pursued. But the great cause itself de- 
manded their solemn consideration; and 
the most entire self-consecration. He did 
most bitterly deplore much that had ap- 
peared, however well-meant, with respect 
to the existent evils among the Baptist 
churches. He thought it was to be la- 
mented, after all the meeting had heard, 
and all which they knew, that such things 
should have been advanced. It was said, 
for instance, in one Journal—“ Truly, 
the Baptist churches in America must be 
a very pandemonium, a collection of wor- 
shipping demons of the worst sort, who 
neither believe nor tremble, and who can 
be of no farther use in this world of 
wickedness than to be set up as examples 
of the extreme depravity and hardness of 
heart to which man can be reduced, when 
under the cloak of religion he justifies 
himself in sin, and attempts to serve both 
God and Belial.” Reference would be 
found to it in a publication of a different 
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character from public newspapers. It 
perhaps was immaterial what might be 
said in the public newspapers; and cer- 
tainly expressions like that would not 
find their way very extensively in Ame- 
rica; and whether such expressions could 
tell upon the good sense of the people of 
England, he would leave it to this or any 
other Meeting of intelligent Christians to 
decide. While in that distant land, the 
delegates were assailed with such repre- 
sentations as these:—‘‘ The following 
article will give the Rey. Dr. Cox and 
the Rev. Mr. Hoby a foretaste of the re- 
ception they will meet on their return to 
England.” Then there followed expres- 
sions from which he would read one or 
two :— Dr. Cox, wishing to keep strict 
neutrality, declined to attend a meeting 
of the Anti-Slavery Society, in New 
York ; in other words, he would not be 
one of those on whose forehead is 
stamped the conspicuous mark of those 
‘that sigh and cry for all the abomi- 
nations done in the land.’ Mr. Hoby, 
however, from too great politeness, did 
attend a meeting of the Colonization So- 
ciety ; that Society which has richly 
merited the title of something more than 
infernal, if something more than infernal 
could be found in the nomenclature of 
condemnation. At this meeting a Mr. 
Breckinridge referred to the remarks 
which had been made at the Anti-Slavery 
Society by George Thompson the day 
before (where the venerable gentleman 
from England was denounced), for de- 
clining to appear at the abolition meet- 
ing. He was proceeding to commend 
the piety and discretion of Dr. Cox, 
when Mr. Hoby, who was on the plat- 
form, rose and begged him not to pro- 
ceed on that subject, but to recall his 
words! It seems as though he felt, that 
for Dr. Cox to be lauded at the Coloni- 
zation meeting, after being denounced by 
his own countryman at the Anti-Slavery 
meeting, would be the coup de grace.” 
‘* Here then we have it solemnly recorded 
against our countrymen, that one nega- 
tively condemns an Anti-Slavery Society, 
and the other positively approves of u 
Pro-Slavery Society!” He solemnly de- 
clared that he received no invitation to 
attend the Anti-Slavery meeting ; no re- 
ference was made to the delegates or the 
invitation. It was a personal application 
to Dr. Cox. It had been stated that Dr. 
Hoby was not invited, first, because he 
advocated colonization, and next, because 
he advocated compensation. If he (Dr. 
H.) had been represented as the advocate 
of the American Colonization Society, he 
had been misrepresented. He had al- 
2° ¥ 
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ways denounced it as the most absurd of 
all projects. He had always spoken in 
America of the folly, even if they could 
borrow the navies of Europe, of attempt- 
ing to send two millions and a half of 
human beings across the Atlantic. He 
had remarked, that one distinguished 
slaveholder literally adopted the drown- 
ing plan, but ineffectually—Pharaoh by 
name—and had expostulated with Ame- 
ricans on the prodigious absurdity of 
taking such a course. And. when did 
he do that 2 Why, once on the glorious 
4th of July, in an assembly of Ameri- 
cans convened to commemorate that day : 
then they discussed. freely and fully un- 
der the trees of an orchard, abolition and 
colonization, within a few miles of Cin- 
cinnati, on the banks of the Ohio—the 
Ohio being the boundary line between 
slavery and liberty. Pointing towards 
that beautiful river, fowing 1000 miles 
from Pittsburg to the great father of 
streams, he said to a member of the 
House of Assembly, during the length- 
ened debate, ‘Allow me to say, you 
might as well attempt to dip yonder 
river dry with a bucket, as to relieve your- 
selyes from slavery by colonization.” 
Nevertheless, to give an impulse to 
efforts righteously conducted to establish 
a free.colony of blacks onthe coast of 
Africa, he knew not what he would do, 
to what sacrifice he could not consent, to 
see so blessed a consummation. Such a 
colony would prove an effectual. barrier 
against the slave trade: and he would 
advocate, therefore, the establishment of 
such a free colony, giving to the mhabi- 
tants,the power of scuttling every slave- 
ship after they had removed the men 
who navigated the vessel. He was 
sorry to be obliged to refer to the Coloni- 
zation Society. But the Meeting knew 
what kind of attack had been made on 
his colleague at the Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, and how he could not remain in 
the meeting without speaking in reply. 
He felt, however, that the attack exposed 
the gentleman who made it to the se- 
verest censure of the Colonization So- 
ciety. These two institutions, at the time, 
unhappily stood in the attitude of anta- 
gonist philanthropists. They were in 
the midst of conflict when the deputation 
was there; and it appeared to us that 
the contest would be carried on, even 
though the black man’s bones lay bleach- 
ing under their feet. He went to the 
Colonization Society, and for this pur- 
pose :—the attack made on his colleague 
exposed a zealous, noble-hearted man to 
censure because he been rash and incon- 
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siderate. But if he could preyent it, that 
man, he meant Mr. Thompson, should: 
not be run down in consequence of his 
very injudicious attack upon the deputa- 
tion. A speaker who was in this country, 
and he was liable to be corrected, he 
would mention his- name, the Rev. Mr. 
Breckenridge, on introducing his re- 
marks at the Colonization meeting, which 
he doubted not would have been severe, 
Mr. B. immediately referred to Mr. T.’s. 
attack on Dr. C. I did again interrupt, 
said Dr. H., at the Pro-Slavery meeting, 
as it was called, and requested that .the 
deputation might be allowed to pursue 
their course without any such introduc- 
tion of their names on the platform. Af- 
ter repeated efforts, he prevailed on Mr. 
Breckenridge, who turned to him and 
said, ‘‘ We .know you are abolitionists, 
but though Thompson is. your country- 
man, you shall not throw the egis around 
him; but I will comply with your re- 
quest.” He (Ir. Hoby) had stated -at 
the Abolition Society that we sympa- 
thised with them, and with all abo- 
litionists, though we had prescribed 
to ourselves a course which approved 
itself to our judgments. It had been 
said, ‘We are more grieved by their 
invidious anti-Christian exclusion of 
all: coloured persons from communion 
with the whites at the table of the Lord, 
and, by consequence, from Christian 
fellowship.” He knew what was the 
real fact, and he would touch upon it. 
But he would submit how injudicious it 
was to put that position before the public, 
when the only exclusion of the coloured 
persons. was, that in the greater part of 
the Christian places of worship, the 
coloured ‘people occupied a part them- 
selves, where they all sat together: that 
might be stated without giving it that 
offensive colouring, how much soever it 
may be deplored, which would meet a 
contradiction the moment it crossed the 
Atlantic. Multitudes in Baptist churches, 
at the administration of the communion, 
had no more a wall of separation than. 
was to be found in the building in which 
this meeting has now assembled. In the 
administration of the Lord’s Supper he 
would admit, with tears of sorrow, that 
the coloured people all sat down together, 
without , intermingling indiscriminately. 
Yes, shameful it was; but it- was not 
“the exclusion of all the coloured per- 
sons.” He was desirous of. correcting 
what would injure his coloured brethren 
—for he was pleading for them. He 
must be allowed to say also, in speaking 
of the pastors and deacons of churches 
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of the south, some of them were, un- 
happily, slave-holders. How bitterly he 
deplored that, God only knew ! How he 
had pleaded with some of them, that 
assembly could never tell! Nevertheless, 
he doubted the propriety of saying that 
they were “continually engaged in the 
accursed traffic in human beings, and 
deeply involved in the system of slavery, 
with all its aggravated injustice and ini- 
quity.” Most certain it was, that the 
greater part of those brethren of whom 
mention had been made, were not one 
atom further involved in that awful crime 
than having slaves for servants in their 
families. Pastors, deacons, and church- 
members made purchases of the coloured 
people undoubtedly, treating them with 
kindness, as we did our own domestics, 
and no consideration would induce any of 
them of whom he was making mention, 
to act with cruelty, which would be in 
the slightest degree censured by those 
whom he was then addressing. Did his 
beloved friends think that he was so pre- 
posterously foolish as.to make no excep- 
tions to that rule? Did they think he 
was so blind as not to see the existence 
of the monstrous evil, blending itself with 
all that was valuable in that country? 
But he spoke the fact, when he stated 
that in many cases the evil had no more 
existence than he had explained ; and it 
was therefore injudicious to make the 
assertions which were made. Again, 
ought it to be said, ‘‘ Our slaves were 
flogeed with whips, theirs with scor- 
pions!” He denied the truth of that 
statement in the name of America, and 
m'the presence of Britain. He remem- 
bered full well one of the missionaries 
declaring that from his heart he was per- 
suaded, if there was any one country on 
earth nearer to hell than another, it was 
Jamaica; and, in point of fact, he re- 
garded it as only an isthmus which-con- 
nected the two worlds. Slavery could 
not be worse in America than it had been 
among Britains; and for this simple 
reason, that’ it was as bad asit could be 
in the British colonies ; therefore it could 
not be worse. But even these mis-state- 
ments were not sufficient to. prevent the 
deputation from taking a view of the 
existence of slavery among the Trans- 
atlantic churches, although he wished his 
brethren to take heed, and not indiscrimi- 
nately ‘to charge Americans with the 
guilt. Britain and America had often 
wronged each other. There were parties 
on either side the Atlantic who appeared 
to delicht in fomenting a jealous, and evil, 
‘and resentful spirit. Americans were 
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little aware how much they owed their 
earliest successes, and finally, their inde- 
pendence, to the thousands who looked 
prayerfully upon their struggles in those 
eventful times. Americans now were 
ignorant of the extent and strength of 
the regard which existed for them in this 
country. ‘The English, on the other hand, 
were not in the habit of doing justice to 
the Americans, Justice was neither done 
here nor there. He held it to be exceed- 
ingly infelicitous that even when Britons 
were naturalized, they did not Ameri- 
canize. It was muchto be deplored that 
when many Britons arrived there, they 
adopted the slavery principle, and thus 
their country became stained with that 
crime. It must not be forgotten besides, 
that there were persons belonging to their 
denomination, men of pre-eminent intel- 
lectual powers, whose names would adorn 
any community, who were thorough abo- 
litionists, though they had not enrolled 
themselves as the members of the Aboli- 
tion Society. Nor must it be forgotten 
that there were newspapers among the 
numerous religious publications in their 
own denomination, which took the abo- 
lition side of the slavery question. There 
were few among the Baptist denomina- 


_ tion (and he spoke advisedly), who 


positively advocated slavery; the num- 
ber with whom he had met were so small, 
that he hesitated to name the amount. 
Let the meeting be assured that those 
who advocated slavery now existing in 
America were not Baptists; though 
there were multitudes of Baptists who 
were not more awakened at this time, 
than Britons themselves were twenty-five 
years ago, Persons in Nngland spoke 
about them as if the Americans were as 
much enlightened as themselves. He had 
seen tears flow from the eyes of those 
who lamented slavery, though their 
domestic servants were slaves; they 
could not see how it was possible to ex- 
tricate themselves from it. He would 
state one fact with regard to holding 
slaves on a large scale, and he begged the 
meeting to look at the position in which 
some benevolent persons were placed. 
Some slave-holders stated that if they 
emancipated their slaves, the laws of their 
state demanded that they should give se- 
curity in three times the amount of their 
yalue, that they should never become 
chargeable to the state. The slaves were 
their own ; but, when parting with that 
property, they could not give security 
themselves, and find two bondsmen as 
collateral security for so large an amount ; 
if they emancipated their slaves without, 
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the state seized them, and instantly sold 
them into hopeless bondage ; consigned 
them to the South; sent them to labour in 
new clearances, where the destruction to 
human life amounted to 33 per cent. per 
annum. Some persons argued that a man 
must not do evil that good may come, 
True, but there is another Scripture bind- 
ing us to do to others as we would be 
done unto ; therefore, some felt themselves 
bound to continue the system of slavery, 
because they could not give the negroes 
their liberty. Many persons, however, 
notwithstanding these laws, acted either 
personally, or in concert, by mutual 
pledges, to improve their slaves in order 
to emancipation. There were Baptists 
who persisted in educating their slaves, 
and kept them under their protection till 
they could give them their liberty Let 
him, however, not be misunderstood. He 
was making a selection of cases; there 
were some who acted as he had repre- 
sented, though the great majority did 
not. Many of their brethren were as 
determined abolitionists as any men who 
were to be found, and a very increasing 
number disclaimed all fellowship with 
slave-holders; indeed there were some 
Baptists who would not even correspond 
with slave-holders ; still more, some of 
them carried their repugnance to slavery 
so far, that they would not correspond 
with any association which corresponded 
with slave-holders, He did not think 
that was judicious, but he stated the fact ; 
and then, finally, there were thousands, 
and tens of thousands of Africa’s oppress- 
ed offspring who were members of 
churches. ‘For love of Africa, for love 
of Him to whom her bleeding hands 
are extended, and whose bleeding hand 
shall bind the wounds of bleeding Africa, 
I do implore you to bring yourselves into 
as intimate an union with all this vast 
mass which I have presented before you, 
as shall be found to be compatible with 
the stern adherence to the principles I 
have inculcated. I beseech you, Chris- 
tian brethren, do not be alarmed ; frater- 
nize with the whole denomination as far 
as you conscientiously can, always acting 
on the principles 1 have avowed, and 
with the acknowledgment of the great 
objects for which I have been pleading. 
They are our brethren, owned and blessed 
of God, and rendered extensively useful. 
But verily, there exists among them, and 
that to a wide extent, evils of an awful 
magnitude. ‘Too much may be made of 
some facts; they may often be distorted ; 
they may be even mingled up with many 
falsehoods. But it is enough to know 
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that such evils exist, and that church 
order and church discipline allow its 9 

The Cuarrman said, that it'was a duty 
which they owed to Drs. Cox and Hoby; 
that the resolution which was now to’! be 
brought forward should be heard andde+ 
cided upon by the meeting. However 
strong the motives which would» urge 
many of his brethren to leave that place 
for another service, he trusted they 
would see that it was both equitable and 
right to remain where they were after a 
few minutes. 

The Rey. J. P. Munsext, of Leicester, 
said, it might be proper to observe, by 
way of explanation, that he appeared be- 
fore this assembly by accident. His 
knowledge of facts, as well as the deep 
interest he has all along taken in the 
great questions before us (without, I am 
sure, the least animosity towards any in- 
dividual), mark out Mr, Price, of Devon- 
shire-square, as the proper person to fill 
this station, and nothing but the failure 
of his voice holds him back from _his ap- 
propriate position. Casting himself, 
therefore, on the manly integrity and the 
English candour of this auditory, he 
begged to submit the following resolu- 
tion— 


Il. That we affectionately congratulate our 
esteemed brethren, Drs. Cox and Hoby, on 
their appearance amongst us this day, and 
tender to Almighty God our gratefel sense 
of his goodness in haying preserved them 
during their absence, and in returning them 
safely to their native land, That we desire 
to record our conyiction of the diligence, zeal, 
and ability with which they prosecuted the 
denominational objects of their mission, and 
to convey to them our warmest thanks for 
the valuable information which they haye 
supplied on these points. That having sent 
our brethren to promote, amongst other objects, 
the sacred cause of negro emancipation, we 
rejoice to learn that they did, on very many 
occasions, convey tothe ministers and churches 
of the Baptist body in America, our abhor- 
rence of the slave system among them; but 
that with the full assurance of the integrity 
of our brethren in the course which they 
adopted on this subject, we regret that the 
state of society rendered it advisable in their 
judgment, in order to the attainment of the 
more strictly denominational objects, to re- 
frain from introducing it in public meetings, 
and to withhold from the Abolition Society 
their encouragement and support. é 


He most sincerely united in the congra- 
tulatory part of this resolution, and hailed 
the deputation of the Baptist Union on 
their return to their native land, and on 
their appearance among us to-day. With 
equal readiness he coincided with the 
sentiments of commendation expressed 
and offered in the name, more “particu- 
larly of his country, brethren, and friends, 
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hearty thanks to Drs. Cox and Hoby, for 
the numerous denominational services 
they have rendered throughout the Ame- 
rican States. He rejoiced that the Bap- 
tists of England had been represented in 
that celebrated land, and that the dele- 
gates of this Union had stood in its places 
of concourse, in its seats of learning, as 
well as in its solemn assemblies. The 
labours of their brethren must have been 
numerous and oppressive, while new du- 
ties offered themselves every day, and 
fresh and ever-yarying labours taxed their 
assiduity and zeal. In his opinion, the 
deputies deserved the most respectful ac- 
knowledgments of the Baptist Union, the 
thanks of the denomination, and the con- 
gratulations of the Christian church, for 
the faithful discharge of the general pur- 
poses of their Mission, But the paper 
he held in his hand contained an expres- 
sion of regret, as well as sentiments of 
congratulation. This regret had reference 
to the manner in which the deputation 
had thought fit to behave with regard to 
the great subject of slavery. While he 
most deeply sympathised in this less 
pleasing part of his motion, he begged it 
might be distinctly understood that he 
did not stand here to arraign the purposes 
or touch the private characters of the de- 
puties of the Union, otherwise than to 
observe that he most firmly believed that 
they had acted conscientiously in this 
matter, and thought, with thousands 
throughout the empire, that they had 
done what they deemed, under all cir- 
cumstances, to be the best, and that no 
reflection could, therefore, be cast upon 
the motives which dictated their deport- 
ment. Nevertheless he deeply regretted 
that they did hold it to be right to keep 
silence in public places, on the enormi- 
ties of American slavery ; nor can it be 
concealed from this meeting that there is 
great dissatisfaction throughout the land 
on this account, and that comparatively 
few justified the conduct of the deputies 
in this particular. But they had not met 
to fan the flames of discord, or to yield 
to a spirit of strife, butrather to propose a 
healing, but uncompromising measure, 
and. in the name and. spirit of Peace, to 
pour oil on the troubled waters. It was 
due, however, to the denomination—it 
was due to the deputies—it was due to 
the American people, that they openly ex- 
pressed the regret they felt : 1t was better 
frankly, to tell a friend his defects, than to 
conceal them in the bosom and mutter 
them behind his back, But few oppor- 
tunities occurred in the course of life to 
attempt great actions, or to accomplish 
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extraordinary good; but when theses 
happen, it should be our object to seize 
and to improve them; our brethren who 
appear among us to-day have had such 
an occasion within their reach, but it is 
regretted throughout the land that they 
have permitted it to pass away. The 
plains of Marathon and the field of Wa- 
terloo were vulgar spots and desert places, 
when compared with the inspiring scenes 
which stretched all around them ; no po- 
sition of philanthropy has occurred in 
modern times so eminent as that from 
which they have so silently descended, 
Unambitious men, to refuse this solitary 
offer.of universal and honourable fame? 
No sooner was it known in the western 
world that deputies from the Baptists in 
Great Britain were appointed to cross the 
Atlantic, than various conjectures were 
indulged, and the highest expectations 
were raised; the abolitionists of America 
anticipated with delight the hour when 
the celebrated author of Melancthon, with 
his respected coadjutor, should plant his 
foot upon their shores; nor could they 
be blamed for this—they had a right to 
expect, in their judgment, the co-operation 
of such men. Nor was this expectation 
altogether defeated, for parlours and 
orchards, steam-boats and dinner parties, 
can bear testimony to the zealous exer- 
tions of our brethren ; and he rejoiced to 
know that Dr. Cox did defend the millions 
of his enslaved fellow-men at one publie 
meeting in New Hampshire—that he did 
retire to his pavilion, and from a tranquil 
throne send forth thunders which would 
pass over, but not disturb the American 
republic. He was aware too, that the 
subject was talked about among several 
gentlemen forming part of the great 
convention, and that the deputies thought 
it prudent to refrain from a more open 
declaration concerning it. But let it be 
imagined for a moment, that, impressed 
with the greatness of the occasion, and 
touched with pity for degraded millions, 
one of the deputies had risen in the midst 
of that assembly, and in a calm and digni- 
fied manner, uttered the language of kind 
remonstrance—are we to be told the 

would not have been heard? Why, the 
genius of slavery must have crouched 
before them !—it would have been ana- 
logous with the scene sketched by the hand 
of our great poet when the celestial visit- 
or descended, and at his presence “ abash- 
ed the devil stood.” It is regretted, there- 
fore, that the friends of abolition on the 
American continent have been grievously 
disappointed. Nor would this more open 
course, had their brethren chosen. to 
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adopt it, been in any measure inconsistent 
with the other parts of their design ; they 
might have lifted their voice most dis- 
tinctly in the cause of freedom, without 
weakening the effect or limiting the just 
influence of their more religious instruc- 
tions. If some had closed their ears 
against them, others would have listened 
more intently to them; if the curse of 
the slayeholder had come upon them, the 
blessing of the poor slave (a rich com- 
pensation) would have attended them. 
Beside that, their conduct would have 
approved itself to Him, ‘‘ who has made 
of one blood all nations to dwell upon 
the face of the earth;” the blessed God 
would have rested with peculiar compla- 
cency on a glorious deed to which he 
seemed by his providence to have sum- 
moned them; and those signs of the 
divine favour which have attended our 
brethren to our midst would have been 
multiplied, since they are our actions, 
rather than our persons, which God ap- 
proves. On these, then, as well as on 
other accounts, he united with thousands 
throughout the provinces of this empire 
in sentiments of unfeigned regret. It 
must be obvious to every one, however, 
that the present is an important moment 
to the Baptist denomination. New cir- 
cumstances crowd around us, and fresh 
duties devolve upon us. Let us see that 
we assume, in the wisdom of our plans, 
and in the firmness of our purposes, the 
aititude which becomes us—the events 
which are passing over us be rendered 
subservient to the interests of the body 
at home, and to its moral influence 
abroad—the Union, which has. hitherto 
been partial and feeble, may become 
universal and strong. But these results 
will be determined in great measure by 
the proceedings of this day; all eyes 
were turned towards them, and weak and 
vacillating behaviour will repel those 
who are waiting to connect themselves with 
them; while a decided measure, framed 
with discretion, and enforced with Chris- 
tian kindness, may draw together for 
great practical ends the best energies of 
the Baptist body. The denomination has 
never yet tried its strength, though it has 
never been backward in promoting the 
interests either of freedom or of religion, 
Let them plight their hands, and unite 
their hearts, and, roused by the voice of 
their enslaved brethren in America, ad- 
dress themselves to noble purposes and 
to vast'designs ; and may Almighty God’ 
teach their hands to war, and their 
fingers to fight ; may he throw the shield 
of his protection around them, and 
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lift the light of his countenance upon 
them; while they went forth breathing 
the spirit of the sublime prayer: ‘‘ Come 
forth out of thy royal chambers, O Prince 
of all the kings of the earth; put on the 
visible robes of thine Imperial Majesty}; 
take up that unlimited sceptre which thy 
eternal Father hath bequeathed thee; for 
now thy bride calls for thee, and all crea- 
tures sigh to be renewed.” 

The Rev. James Acwortn, A.M., 
President of Bradford College, in se- 
conding the resolution, observed that it 
was very clear that Mr. Mursell had the 
feelings of the meeting with him. For 
his own part, he should have retired to 
the country with the deepest feelings of 
regret and despondency, if he had to say, 
as the issue of that meeting, that they 
were divided on the points submitted to 
them. After the very clear and ver 
comprehensive statements which had 
been submitted to them by their re- 
spected brethren, Cox and Hoby, it was 
due to them that they should know that 
they were sustained by the confidence of 
the meeting. It would be indecorous to 
trespass on the patience of the assembly, 
and he-only breathed a sentiment which 
he was satisfied pervaded their bosoms 
as well as his own, when he said that it 
became them as a denomination, to show 
that they were united and one. He 
could not but fear as an individual that 
attempts had been made in some quar- 
ters, through certain means, to divide in 
order to destroy. He spoke not so much 
now of those who were the friends of 
evangelical truth, as of those who were 
the opponents of godliness and humanity. 
If there were reason to entertain such an 
apprehension as that, whatever might be 
the feelings pervading their own minds 
as to the use of the discretion intrusted 
to their brethren, let them make a clear 
demonstration to all who observed their 
proceedings, that if they did not spare 
them, yet that they loved them, and that 
they would receive still more confidence 
at their hands. 

The Rev. Mr. Brock, of Norwich, 
was desirous of appending’ to the reso- 
lution a paragraph, to the effect that the 
Baptists of England would only hold 
intercourse with those American churches 
which forwarded a declaration expressive 
of their abhorrence of slavery. 

The CHAIRMAN objected to the 
system of introducing appendices to re- 
solutions when there was no opportunity 
for deliberation, and especially when so 
important a crisis had arrived in the his- 
tory of the Baptist denomination. The 
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one, however, which was now proposed, 
had no connexion with the resolution. 

The resolution was then put, and on 
the Chairman announcing that it was un- 
animously agreed to, there were loud and 
long-continued cheers. 

The Rev. J. H. Hinron, A.M., of 
Reading, was anxious that the meeting 
should at onée adjourn by singing “ Praise 
God from whom all blessing flow.” He 
considered that a most important moment 
was now passing by. ; 

The Cuatrman felt it of vital import- 
ance that the proceedings of the meeting 
should be continued until the whole of 
the business’ had been gone through. 

The Rey. S. Green moved, and the 
Rev. P. J. Sarrery, of Salisbury, se- 
conded the third resolution. 


III. That the connexion with the Baptist 
churches in the United States contemplated 
by this Union, and actually resulting from its 
proceedings, consists wholly in the mainte- 
nance of a beneficial correspondence, haying 
for its object the advantage of both parties, by 
an unfettered expression of opinion-on all 
subjects connected with Christian consistency, 


the advancement of religion, and the glory of 


God. 


The Rey. T. Price said that he must 
utter a single word. 
his brethren who proposed and seconded 
the resolution should have done so with- 
out explaining its real character and: de- 
sign. He wished the meeting, and also 
the whole of the British and American 
public, distinctly ‘to understand that the 
design of the motion was this: if the 
American Baptist churches did not re- 
ceive respectfully and in a_ Christian 
spirit, and did not give to the remon- 
strances of the British Baptists on the 
subject of slavery, that attention to which 
such documents emanating from a Chris- 
tian body were fairly entitled, from that 
instant they retired. If their American 
brethren told them that they could not 
lay such communications before the body, 
then the British Baptists were solemnly 
pledged, in the presence of God, and 
before the religious public, to tell them 
that they could no longer hold inter- 
course with them. 

The Rey. W. Brock observed, that he 
should not wish his proposition to be 
adopted, if Mr. Price’s speech might be 
regarded as an official exposition of the 
resolution proposed by Mr. Green. 

The Rey. W. H. Murcu remarked, 
that it would be official ; being the ex- 
planation of a member of the Committee, 
delivered on that platform, and uncon- 
contradicted by the officers of the Union. 

The Rey. Mr, Brock wished to know 


He regretted that | 
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whether it was the sentiment of that 
meeting. (Cries of “all,” “all.”) 

The Cuamman said it was his duty to 
take the sense of the meeting. He 
would take it upon the resolution which 
had been moved and seconded. 

The resolution was then put, and 
carried unanimously. 

The remaining resolutions were briefly 
moved and seconded by the Rey. Messrs. 
Hinron, Mornis, Srranz, Cramp, Dos- 
nEY, Davis (of Regent-street), Murcx, 
and Price ; and are as follows : 


IV. That this meeting presents its Christian 
acknowledgments for the kindaess shown to 
its deputation by the churches in America— 
both those of other denominations and those 
of our own—especially those meeting in the 
Triennial Convention of Baptist churches. 
That it holds in high admiration their munifi- 
cent and well-sustained exertions for the dis- 
Semination of the gospel, and for the education 
of Christian ministers and missionaries ; and 
most cordially rejoicing in the large be-tow- 
ment of the divine blessing upon their widely 
extended labours, it receives with pleasure the 
kind invitation to continued intercourse 
addressed to them by their transatlantic 
brethren. 

That whilst this meeting records with gra- 
titude to Almighty God the fact that many 
hundred of Baptist pastors and churches have 
entered their solemn protest against slavery, 
yet it cannot but refer with deep regret to the 
wide and dreadful prevalence of the system in 
America, and cannot but regard the repeal of 
all such laws as do in any way enforce or 
protect it, as an object of the greatest import- 
ance, demanding the vigorous exertion of all 
Christian pastors and churches, and their 
earnest perseverance in the use of those means 
which wisdom and piety may suggest for the 
immediate and universal extinction of an evil 
so disgraceful to any people possessing the 
word of God. With increased svlicitnde does 
this meeting press this painful subject, inas- 
much as it appears that even pastors and 
members of churches are the possessors of 


| slaves, many of whom are their own brethren 


in the Lord—thus themselves inflicting upon 
those who are united with them in the same 
ordinances of the gospel those cruel wrongs 
which are inseparable from a state of slavery, 
and incompatible with the maintenance of 
Christian fellowship. 

That this meeting refers with regret to the 
deep-rooted prejudice which so extensively 
prevails in America against free persons of 
colour, by which many and grievous injuries 
are inflicted upon them ; amongst these, more 
especially dees it refer to that law which is 
understood to prevail in one or more of the 
States, which prohibits any one from teaching 
“any person of colour, slave or free, to read 
or write,’—a law directly opposed to every 
feeling of humanity, and to every principle of 
the gospel; it therefore entreats the ministers 
and churches of Christ, in whom is neither 
“Jew nor Greek, barbarian nor Scythian, 
pond nor free,” to cast from them such un- 
generous and unholy prejudice, and to put the 
enslaved people in possession of their social 
rights, in the seats of learning, the fellowship 
of citizens, and the sanction of the Most 
High. 

That this meeting refers with confidence to 
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the great experiment of emancipation in the 
colonial dependencies of the British empire, 
from which have proceeded many and great 
benefits; and expresses its conviction that 
whatever evils have arisen, have sprung, not 
from the liberty that has» been given, but 
from the restrictions by which it was accom- 
panied. 

That this meeting, convinced of the para- 
mount importance of the objects to which 
these Resolutions relate, most earnestly, most 
respectfully, most affectionately, and most 
solemnly, requests that large and influential 
section of the Christian church, the Baptists 
in the United States of America, whose 
churches contain (it is computed) more than 
600,000 members, and whose rise and progress 
from the days of Roger Williams display so 
much of the grace and power of the Redeemer 
—by their sense of equity, by their love of 
liberty, and by their hope of salvation, to 
rouse themselves to the great but plain duty 
of, securing first the rights of their oppressed 
and degraded fellow-subjects, and then of 
withholding no effort from the general cause 
of humanity and freedom, until the jubilee of 
universal emancipation is proclaimed. 


VY. That this meeting expresses its satisfac- 
tion with the principle and general provisions 
of! the proposed Bills for Marriage and Regis- 
tration, but is much concerned to observe the 
tardy manner in which these important and 
equitable measures are passing through Par- 
liament. 

-That this meeting is gratified by the avowed 
intention. of His Majesty’s government to es- 
tablish a Metropolitan University, on an en- 
larged and unsectarian basis, in which the 
honours of, literature will be open to the at- 
tainment of all persons, without regard to reli- 
gious distinctions; but, at the same time, re- 
cords, its conviction that the ancient seats of 
learning at Oxford and Cambridge, ought not 
to’ be monopolized by members of the State 
Church, but in a spirit of justice and en- 
lightened policy, should be thrown open to the 
nation at large. 

That the imposition of any tax, whether of 
a local or general nature, the proceeds of 
which are to be expended in the erection of 
buildings for public worship, or the discharge 
of expenses attendant on such worship—di- 
rectly ‘contravenes the principles of Chris- 
tianity, which is essentially a voluntary sys- 
tem, and disclaims all compulsory support ; 
and that therefore the church rate is an un- 
just and unchristian impost, opposition to 
which is:a sacred duty, and which ought to be 
unequivocally and for ever abolished, 

That it be earnestly recommended to all 
Baptist churehes and congregations in Great 
Britain and Ireland, to persevere in petition- 
ing both Houses of Parliament for the redress 
of all grievances affecting Protestant Dissen- 
ters, and to employ their best energies in the 
support of such measures as shall tend to se- 
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cure just and equal liberty to all classes and 
all denominations, without partiality, without 
restriction, and without reserve. 


/WI> That the following be the Officers and 
Committee of this Union for the eusuing 
year :— - 


Treasurer—James Low, Esq., 30, Grace- 
church-street. 


Secretaries—Rey. W. H. Murch, Stepney Col- 
lege; Rev. Joseph Belcher, Greenwich; 
and Rey. Edward Steane, Camberwell. 


Committee. 
Rev. C, E. Birt, A.M., Portsea. 
— E. Crook, Battersea. 
— F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D., Hackney. 
— J. J. Davies, Tottenham. 
— E. Davis, Lambeth. 
— J. Davis, Church-street. 
— John Dyer, Fen-court. 
— John Edwards, Clapham. 
— S. Green, jun., Walworth. 
— W. Groser, Maidstone. , 
— J. H. Hinton, A.M., Reading. 
— J. Hoby, D.D., Birmingham. 
— T. Price, Devonshire-square. 
— R. W. Overbury, Eagle-street. 
— C. Room, New Park-street. J 
— J. B, Shenstone, 244, Shoreditch. _ 
— J. Statham, Amersham. 
— C. Stovel, Little Prescott-street. 
— J. Wallis, Commercial-road. 
Messrs. W. T. Beeby. 

J. Bousfield. 

G. Deane, jun. 

W. B. Gurney. 

Job Heath. 

W. Paxon. 

J. Penny. 


Corresponding Committee. . 
England; Wales, and Scotland—The Secreta- 
uae of the Associations favorable to the 
nion. 


Ireland—Rev. James Allen, Ballina, 
America-—Rev. Baron Stow, Boston. 


VII. That the thanks of this meeting be pre- 
sented to the pastors and deacons of New 
Park-street Chapel, for its use on this occa- 
sion: and to the Rev. C, E. Birt, A.M., for 
the manner in which he has discharged. the 
duties of Chairman. 


The Cuarrman, in acknowledging the. - 
yote of thanks which had been passed, ~ 
observed, that union was power, and_ 
union was pleasure ; and he trusted that ~ 
the influence of the beneficial results 
which would arise from this meeting, 
would be felt in far distant lands. 

The meeting then separated. 


REET TERE 
or 
. 
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JULY, 1836. 


‘Tue twenty-second Anniversary of this Society has been held within the last 
few days; too recently to allow us to give any considerable report of its pro- 
ceedings. On Monday evening, June 19, a sermon was preached on behalf of 
the Society, by Rev. Thomas? Morgan, of Birmingham, at the commodious chapel 
belonging to Mr. Evans and his friends, in John-street. The preacher selected, as 
. most appropriate and spirit-stirring, the topic presented by Matt. ix. 36. An 
affecting and beautiful view was given of the compassion of the Redeemer. The 
state of the multitudes over whom he wept, with its analogy to that of the Irish 
poor, was powerfully described. Compassion the most tender and holy, said 
the preacher, ‘is urged upon us equally by our regard for Him on whom our hopes 
are placed, and by the condition of the thousands in Ireland who are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge. The attendance and the collection were both better on this 
than on former occasions. 

On Friday morning, June 24, a fery numerous assembly was convened at the 
City of London Tavern. Joh. Ivatt Briscoe, Esq.,a magistrate of the county of 
Surry, in the {chair. The proceedings were opened by singing the 380th Hymn, 
Néw Selection, and prayer by Mr. Dyer, The Secretary read the report, which, it 
is hoped, will be published in the course of July; so that no abstract of it is now 
necessary, the more especially, as many of our readers may have an opportunity of 
perusing an abstract of it in the Patriot of Wednesday, June 29. The meeting was 
addressed, in support of the several resolutions, by the Rev. Dr. Cox, of Hackney ; 
T. Morgan, Birmingham ; W. Owen (Indep.), of Albany-street chapel ; W. Brock, 
of Norwich; C. Stovel, of Prescott-street ; J. Aldis, of Manchester; J. Statham, 
of Amersham; {R. B, Hall (Indep.), of Boston, U. S.; J. Bates, the Society’s 
agent at Coolaney ; Nolan (Indep.), late of Sligo ; W. Copley, of Oxford; and the 
Secretary. The receipts of the Society during the year have amounted to £2814 
and upwards; and the expenditure to £2677 ; so that a balance was found to be in 
the Treasurer's hands of £137. On this day, h owever, the quarterly salaries to 
the-agents. of the Society, together with sundry expenses, become due, amount- | 
ing a something more than £600, leaving, consequently, a considerable debt yet 
unprovided for. We are happy to add, that, including a donation of £10 10s. 
from the chairman, of £10 from our kind friend Mr. Cozens, and several smaller 
contributions, together with the collections at the meeting, £155 have already been 
contributed towards this debt. We are compelled to ask the forbearance of our 
friends for this one month, to a Chronicle containing nothing but an account of 
moneys received—the necessary omission from the June Chronicle, of those which 
eame to hand in April and May, considerably lengthening the list. Our friends will 
also perceive, that-we do not enter the names and sums of any list under 5s. We 
would gladly do so, but our space at present will not permit. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 


I. §..Cox, Fsq., by Rev. PT. A. Cox.. 
Abraham Jackson, Esq., by Mr. Bowser. 
Crayford, by Rev. W. Il. Murch : 


Gpllection: vacctsccgssty sas vc 4°6 
Wr. Acbmith. oe... sae, Le 
Air. Sivpislands.. .:.0%. +e. r “a0 
Sunday school children.... 0 4 0 


Beaulieu : 
Hay: 0. bc DUE. suite. Yaad li 
Friend, by Mr. Burt. ; .s...o1" 6 7 
Smal} stuns... 0.58) cee ere" @ 


Milton, North Hants, by Miss E. Deot.. 
Ingham, Norfolk, Friends, by Mr, Sill- 
COCR: SEM tilt ee ae ae 
Witney, Oxpn., by Rev. H. H. Dobney : 
Collection at Independent 


GbaNGT o. yeciees ak ee ee 
Rey. C. Jerram, rector. . 015 0 
John :Glinch, #sq...32...,° 010 0 
James Clinch, Esq.. = O Sop 
Mire D> RUCeY ce eee. 05 0 
Eight Friends, 2s. 6d..each 1 0 0 
Small SUMS. ,....-+ seccers O 7 O 

Burford, Oxon., by Mr. Dobney : 

Collection’ teehee ene 3 0 0 
Sir John Dashwood King... 5 0°0 


Eythorne, by Rev. S. Brawn 
Margate, by Rey. 8, Brawn: 


Wr Cadby............. 


Milford, by Rev. J. Yurqnand 
iemresic Mr. F. Stevens. ... aa 


Pbelbeak Sunday-school, oP “Reve J 
INIGAV Gos nina eine apa ene an we 
Bewdley, by Rev. J. Brookes cece. 
Miss Davies, Walthamstow, by Rev. i 
SUMED ere sls seit wack bead steals 
Rev. Mr. Stewart, Sawbridgeworth.. wsub. 
Do. do. .don. 
Rey. R. hogg, Kinbelen, -annual 
Sandhurst, Rev. J. Gates and ‘Friends... 
Mr. Parkes, Dublin, by Mr. Ford..., ... 
Jersey, LR al 0 pal CU eh peeneneieode ae oye 
New Park-street, by Mrs. Evans... 
Tring, Harts. bs by Rey, J, Jeffery: : 
Bite GROV ODIs inte cain. 1 0 
Afr, UBT ott. 6.40.0 PP, nee 7 To 
My. Bald wing. cetepgrern eon « 010 0 
Mr, Griffin. . ve 1 oto 0 
Mrs, Meacher... aoe ar 10 0 
Bren gs wns, fain a pO. 78 
Buckinghamshire Associat’on, by Rev. P, 
Tyler: 
Chesham, by Mr. Pope.... 310 “0 
He Mi Tomlin... /. .snb, 1 to 
eae hy Mr. E, Bed- 
FSH | ee pez 
Speas hivacsi iy Misa Tyler, 1) 110 
Hford Missionary Association... .... .... 
Colleeted by Rev. W. Payne,. oe 
Lynn, by Mr. Poile: 
IM# Baker. t,o so ayy (Did) 
Mr: Butterfield.. ... .... oF Ning 
PRPRTONG fel veces cevccs nee ON BEAU 
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Collected by Rev. Stephen Davis: on 


Bridgeporth-¢ pucggiaietewadlldte « 7 8 
Shrewsbury... ETT 6 
Wellington......--.- 5 OO OF 
Wrexham... craic sseniewnc Mt 17 0 0 
Chester. ... 1 HO m0 
Liverpool .i..ceiseeeeee ees $7 13 0 
Manchester... ....eesseees 53 6 0 
ROCHAAIO?. cchiserwenacs. +. OAS 
Warrington, ...++++ e+e++s , cS 
HEY Clit eo 0  verctee« ‘aseis § 
Bromsgrove, by Miss Scroxton : 
Luke Minshall, Esq....... 010 0 
Mr. W. Harrison... .... +... U0 856 
Mr. T. Scroxton. .es.0. s- 0 : : 
5 scriptions....... - es 
Small subscription: Pans 
Goswell-stveet Auxiliary.....< (one-third) 5 £ 7 
LewesAssociation,byMr. Seule:tpne- third) 70 2 
Mr. Shoveller, by Rev. C. H. 'Roe..:.... aa. 0 
Mrs. Swinscow, by Pea a vids crated Lal 0 
Mc. Packeraby ditto... o..0 ..dggeuiins ~ G19 0 
Romford, by Mr. Forbes... ..0.0.. 0000-5 - r . 
Waatford, -b: Oe a re ae g 
B.D.. a a 30 0 0 
Oswestry... ss 2 0 0 
Benjamin Risdon, come ‘Burlingham,vear 
PF . EOQENGOLG rss cia, aRBaaEe olan s 6557s ae oo 
Bristol, by Mrs, Phillips: 
Mis). Bomville oo cagiausc pit ee ae) 
B HuUSNes tices. ee 010 0 
Miss Bath..........- Lis ote HO DOI 
NETS ON CR rae pis peewee tment OO 40 
Mir. Prato a mnnssakomes OOO 
MirastPrextt@riicn.. coo 0s 2 
Friends, by Mr, Jones.. .. ou 
Mrs! Webbe. pect se o 
= - @5 0 
| Mx. F. Roe; by Secretarys.....cse. 0000: TW 6 
Coleraine; by Mr. Hamilton: 
Miss ba mor ae ea 
Miss Thompson.......... oF DB 
Miss Ross. . omen O OD 
Mr. Robert Walker....... 0 2 6 
017 6 
Mr, Charles Millar, by Mr. Bugby.. 2.5 0 
Mr, “Robert: Watson. ee. aeectae se sive» 010 0 
Collection, Leighton Buzzard, by Mr. 
Dobney. ate \Q 0 
Mr. Joie. Staplehturst, by Rev. Ww. 
GHORGREIT AY MM ES oaths itd See ned 10 6 
Tin Street ‘Auxiliary, by Mrs. Chin... 0 6 
By Mr. Pryce, Coate, colleetion........ 4 5 0 
Plymouth, by Rey. S, Nicholson : 
Angas, Miss, Tavistock.,.. 2 2 0 
Batten, Mr. J. Bitses..c 0 O10 8 
Prance, Mr.,sees0s. sus 010 6 
Ladies’ prance ee ae. ee eee | 
Sundries. . FCRIII! ETH le ee go 
== _ 18916 16 
Woolwich, collected by Mrs. Robson and 
Mrs. Wates: 
Baker, Mig.j).. 4.0... 245 ro AA 
Coombs, Miss "52% concn) 0 6 6 
Champion, Mrs. 0.0.0.0... 6 6 & 
Cannon, Mtg), .o0\seelewssge OF 4 4 
Cose, Mrsv.. oo. COM tag 
Freeman, Mrs.. 010 8 
Gardnier, Mrn....,.... pepe bk D 
regory, Dr. . 8 19° "9 
Kirby, Mrs....... . 010% 
Miyry, Mrs, oy 0 4 4 
Robson, Mr.,,.... Hopi Se: 
———— Mrs. ... we DP ay 
Strother, Mrs....... « 810 © 
Sharp, Mrs. .........sse00 0 © O 
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SSEPAM EE META sia ce eninge ~x 0 10 
Tamsett, ‘Migs 0 44 
Turner, Miss... x a FO BIO, 
Tame, Mri... nas eorireens: <0. RE 
Mrs, A unsvrcecdten SOTO @ 
Wills, ‘Miss ...... eae v5 30 TOKO 
Whiteman, Mrs....... 45 lO) 6. 4. 
Wates) Mrs....... seveces yO at 
Young, Mis... jcc cede es. SO 
Smaller sums......... aves SOP By 2 


Camberwell Juvenile contributions: 
By Mrs. ‘A. Saunders,..... -1.18 0 
BRM, i. ccweitiie hs 217 6 
Collected “for the Mare Street Irish 
School, by Miss S. Booth, age Sains by 
Miss H. Meyer: 
Cotton; Mrs, .....0%.0. 098 0 
Dupree, Mr.'. 0 6 0 
Blight, Mrs..,. Oo 0 
Treland, Miss. . 010 0 
Williams, Mrs., * Clapton. 65 # 
Wardaill, ‘Miss ... seen Ds 40D 
Nalder, “sey i . 05 0 
' Waters, Mrs... 05 0 
Cox, Mrs, ....., on% PIAL 53 0 7 0 
Chaplain, Mrs. .. a 8 30 
Smaller contributions...... 117 © 
Pershore : 
Collected by Mrs. Risdon: 
Andrews, Mr. James....... 0 5 0 
Mr. Edmund..... 0 5 0 
Browns Mrs... ..cesee-e.n. > 0" 5 0 
Dufty, Mr..... siesntens oteressad ah 69 5 0 
Ganderton, Mr. Richard.. 010 0 
Hnudson,, Mrs. Rn ss nclteiarcua ns! HONORE 
———— Mrs. H., jun... ., 010 6 
Morgan; MYsi.... w.rcceeres @ 5 0 
Perkins; Mirs:........080i.5 0! 5 0 
Pearsey MY ho. wensicoongs «7 Oe 58 
Risdon, Mrs.. pteeve we > O80 
Styles jiM tne. .cceeeea ss 4 O58 
Saunders, Esther.......... 0 6 0 
Simon, Sarah. , S 0 56 0 
Small ‘contributions . FOOT 6 
Collected by Mrs. obent 
Andrews: 
Andrews, Mrs. Samuel.. 05 6 
——-—-+ Mrs. Robert.. o 5 0 
Merrell, Mrs. James... . +> i 
Teachers’ and Children of 
the Sunday School, by : 
Mrs. James Andrews.... 0 7 9 
Collected by Mrs. Hope : 
Hackett) MAG fh). oececsoese! 0 oF. 0 
Wope AMVGs, oe cninhy arte ss HO Seo 
Merrell, Mrs8i..s 08250) 0" 570 
Smaller subscriptions...... 0 11 4 
Collected by Charles Jones: 
Briand giao S52 se Fe 0 5 0 
Smaller contributions...... 110 6 
- ee ee 
Pembrokeshire Association, by KS Rees, 
go a Ae ies eae aaridaaRy 15 
Rev. J. Pilkington, Rayleigh Oy oe. sacks 
Mr. Joshua Vines, Hammersniith-...... 
Carter Lane Baptist Irish Schegh i 
Mré;'Jones:......+.... 010 6 
Miss Evans,..,....+. ah ar Oa dieiths 
Mr. Olney.. 010 6 
Miss Gaze.. 010 0 
Miss S, Gaze 010 0 
Mra: Payne. ......... 90 , 010 0 
Mia.) Nwaks>. oo... ee 010 6 
BAT, WAST sic\ei0isie'si0.5. >. «10h + 0610 0 
Mr; Gould........ conse arth OO. 90 
Mr. Marlborough.,..,... «- 010 6 
Mrs. Marlborough,... 017 0 


4 10 


6 


ooo 


Collected at Newbury, June J836, by 8. 
Davis : 
. Brown, "Mr. J. ros cas i | 
‘Collection at the Rev. 7 
Webra dt . wetrerer sss 
Elkins, Mr... sia ; 
Elkins, Mr, John. yo... 65 
Elkins, Mr. Seesgs sie ve 
Flint, Mr. H Segdege. 
Gale, My: ERs Ws 0 ae 
Graham, Mr. R. F Syn 
Gilder, Mr.” . ..:.002% 
Harbert, Mr: W 


Hedges, ‘Mr. «eee * 


= 
sc 


ASS SS THANG OSS HAG HAS 


SHSsoseo 


esacoccodscso 
Ra t 


Keens, We Witrrssire - 
Martin, Mr:....e605.-. ees 
Nias, Mr. Thos 


Vines, Mr. 
Winter, Mrs. aos 
Small stims., 00... Seige ston ‘ 


‘gy. sasae she 
= 


Hoes 
2 


For the Hammersmith Schooldt Hasky, 
by, Mis: E} Ottridge =. nc 8 nis Seca 
Mr. W. Harrison, Hadlow.......... .. 
Miss-Hartisdn, BOrd 262%. celeste » ft > eh 
Wi. Gozerts, Gd). .resrer--etershe ate oho s0 
Great Gransden Sunday Schoo] Teacher 5 
Collection after Sermon, by Rey. 
Morgan, at John Street, June 20th. 


B23 


3 11 


5 0 
z 1 
~10 0 
0 10 


milo? 


Collection at Annual Meeting, June 24. 23 13 
J. I. Briscoe, Esq. (Life Sub.).../...... 1o Yo 


Keynsham, Rev. T. Ayres: 
Mr. Edwards........ .. "ia 
Mrs. Hatris,...... pieces a 
Mr. Scomé.2... Por acce teres 
Small Sums...... pres ons 


MroJob Heath!  stesene oe occ: sep ss 
Mr. James Oliver....:. Soc Ogee: wae eae age 
Kettering Missionary Society..........+ 
Thrapston, Mr. DOKDOMY side cece. seis 


Bow, Collected by Miss.Maynard...... 
Watford : 
David Salter, Esqi..... 0. D1 
Miss Salter,.... 0 10 


Ponders End, J. Baylis, Esq.........++: 
Barking, George Taylor, Esq.:....-... 
Bedlington, Northumberland, by Mr. 
Bamk sits an ts se Sting ste signer isi: 
New Park Street, additional...... ena 
Rev. E. West, Amersham.........3++.5 
Wallingford, by Rev. J. Tyso : 
Mrs, Palmer 
Mr. FE. Wells, Slade End.. 
Mr, Field 


Dorman’s Land, by Rev. G: Chapman. 


Collected in Sovurn Wags, by Rey. T. 


Ross : : 
Mr. Jdnatial Lewis..,.... 0 
Mr. Samuel Wall werd. ass 9 


Coleford: 
James Thonias, Esq:.::... 3 
John Bailey, Esqii....5.5. bo 0 


0 
0 


Collection at the Monmouthshire Assécia- 
tion, at Nebo, an by Rev. D. 
Phillips; Caerleon: . 

Newport: 


Mr. George Getting.......010 @ 
Mr. Daniel Tombs........, 05 0 
Small sums. ...¢.:.+bse00e 0 7 6 


Q@ 


Sss2a°2D 


2Saaserto 


6 
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Cardiff: Bulls 

Collected at English Baptist —~ A Friend....cc00cceseees 8 0,0 

Chapel, Rev. Mr. Jones.. 110 0 Mr. G, Greenwood........ 1 0 0 
Mr. Lewis Williams...... 010 0 Mr. Rayner.........+++: ree ee) 
Mr. John Gower...... capes. O1gSi-/0 W. Lowthorpe, Esq....... 1 0 0 
Mr. Evan Lilewellyn...... 0-2 6 Mr, Gibson......,ees0008 1:00 
Mr. J. B. Hopkins..,,.... 0 5 0 J. Jackson, Esq,.......--- 2 0 0 
Mr. Job James...,........ 0 5 0 Mr. West.... ...ccesse0s 010 0 
Mr! John ‘Edy. -...0.00%00 . & BPO Messrs.Rholes & Rutherford 0 10 0 
ERlijah Waring, Esq,...... 010 0 J. Henwood, Esq....... ae ONE. 
Mr, A. M‘Cormick........ 0 5 0 J. Bowden, Esq.......-- .*0 16 g 
Thomas Hopkins, Esq...., 010 0 J. Thornton, Esq.......+.- 010 0 
—-—- 47 6 Mr. Green........ avgaelins eal 1D: 4 

Swansea: Mr. Alderman Rheam..... 010 0 

Collection in Mount Plea- Dr. Bodley.........- . 010 0 
sant Chapel, Rey. Mr, Priest, Mr...... - 010 0 
Stévens. ......555... Cees oe 0. Mr. J. Hipsley...< .cic.svn- 7) 0770 a0 

Do. at Public Meeting.... 3 11 11 Miss Richmond.........-. 0 5 0 

Do. in York-place, Rev. Al Prien 26 denen spon xeoig Dee /G 
BEABOLE wissen sjeiesjeseies weg BAOS MroJePradons scx ceisees oO FORO 

Do. in Bethesda.......... 2 13 10 Mr. Irving, S€B,...0:<..-.ce--- 055) 0 

Mr. Thomas Walters.....,. 1 0 0 Mr. Viccars 050 

Mr. David Walters..... seem Mr. Sykes. . 065 0 

Mr. Thomas Walters, jun., 010 0 A Friend... 05 0 

Henry Bath, Esq......... 010 0 Mr. Healey....... 05 0 

Elias Jenkins, Esq........ 010 0 Small sumss, 2... 020.0-0ce0 09 6 
4 ——t Collections at Salt House- 

£20 17 10 lane and George-street.. 6 4 7 
Less expenses......... 014 6 Added by a Friend.,...... 5 0 0 
—"_ 20 3 4 1 Aim 7 

Carmarthenshire, Llanelly : Scarborough : 

Collection at Assoviation,Zion Chapel 11 14 9 Mr. "Alderman Hill..-3 yrs. 3 3 0 

Kidwwelly : Mr. J. Rountree... ..2 yrs. 2 0 0 
Collection in Baptist Chapel..... sz QL. Mr, Ald. Stickney,.....do. 2 0 0 

Carmarthen : Mr. Ald, ‘Tindall ty. 5. 240 Lend) 0 
Collection in Priory-street, Miss Aun Tindall 100 

Rev. J. Watkins...... a¢ 23x 646 W. Sntith, Heg.....J:caceu- 21 00 
Mr. J, T. Watkins, surgeon 010 0 Mr. Ridland fis siucaiase 3 L300 
Mr. W. Lloyd....... saps ciale CeO Dirt MuUrtayse ce wssalestius L040 
Revd. Watkins..-.¢.ess0 0 2. 6 Mr. Joseph Tindall........ 1 00 
Collection in Tabernacle, Mr. Joseph Priestman.,... 010 0 

Rev. H. W.Jones...... 215 6 Mra: Rox gon chess cngssenies 010 6 
Mr: J. Walliams... .5 0c cae Om oe Mr. Purnell... ..3 yrs. 015 0 
Mr.'T. Jenkins. .......... 0 1 0 Ay PYIGnG Sem aiielsle cars y duisots 010 0° 

=* 61646 W. Bottomley, Esq...... 7010-000 

Mr. J. Wheldon..... senile 010 0 

My. ig Rewntes, voegtwre tg. L000 

Collections for the Ir - D. Thornton, Esq.,.... 010 0 
Se Lae Mr. Joseph Priestman.... 0 5 0 

Dir. "FSH, fe. oc wolrocttisagh, 30) ER AO 

Grimsby : Mr. W. \vood,, 0 5 0 
Rev. S. Marston............ 010 0 Mr. H, Fowler. kOe Sy, 0) 

Mra Wiattamn <n. o, .alstadttia 6 075 0 Surall’ sums... vs tients cer, One S60 

Small sums,....... Sirncvien 0. 15 56 ——_ 18'13 6 

11¢e 6] Beverley: - 

Loath : A. Atkinson, Esq......... Ve tec 
Friends, by Miss Beetin... 4 4 6 Dix. Savathin safe «enc, sarens +) O10 6 
Mr. Je Spit... cans eee 0 5 0 Mrs, Wainwright. .+....... 010 0 
Mrs Uh Larder. 2+ sete esisste 010 6 Mr. M. Robinson. . Om 0 
Small sums..... a obrrsnthi 050 Mr. Jee eG rece :sxc7 a Oo» 5) 0 
: 5 6 0 Small sums...,. dae. Ake 017 6 

Burlington : 386 
Mr, G.*Baron.. .... Peis eg BORING) Driffield ; 

Mr. S. Coverley.... ..... 010 0 Mr QW. a teres dc Gare 05 0 

Mr. F. Coverley.......... 0 5 0 Mr. Bolland.. ..... Sek Bele 

AJB RENO oc cuss visiqa acer a COnealO) Exiend aerated eer fois, (Ory one 

Mr, Forth........ Senicaitte en woe 0) Mr. CAD PAS. tee. clei sins) On oun) 

Small sums.....6% 40.665 pe MN BF ch Small sume scence 0 3% 96 

270 117 6 


A parcel, containing forty-nine girls’ pinafores, thirty-nine bags, and nine pi i 
serra from, Mrs, Risdon Cer afew kind friends at Pershore. 1 Peon eee aes 
Iso from Miss Elizabeth Ottridge, Hammersmith, a kind present from Miss Mull. 

to the Hammersmith School at Easky, consisting of twenty-four work-bags, each bas” coe a 
pincushion, a needle-book, two balls of cotton, one penny, and a religious tract. The following a 
tract Sromsfhies 0.’s npe hota? we Rope; the effect she desires ; ‘« It is hoped that the laudable 
example of our young friend, who is only eleyen years of age, will operate as a sti 

young friends to follow so good an example.” > E meina ste ceiper 


Acton, 


J.» HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY. 


0 


CCXI; : 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thank-::; 


MISSION ARY HERALD. 


JULY, 19360 Ve. ee 0 


fully received at the Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court; Fen?“ 
church Street, London: or by any of the Ministers and Friends whose 


names are inserted in the-Cover of the Annual Report. 


BAPTIST MISSION. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


Once more have we been privileged 
to share in the varied and interesting 
services:connected with the Annual 
Meeting ; and again are we called to 
present our humble thanksgivings at 
the footstool of divine mercy, for the 
pleasure and profit with which, as 
we believe, they have been attended. 
The period at which they have taken 
place being later than usual, it will 
require considerable exertion, amidst 
many contending demands on time 
and attention, to prepare the usual 
statement for publication, But we 
know our friends will prefer an im- 
perfect .and hurried account to a 
delay. till another month, and they 
will kindly excuse, therefore, such 
defects as, in,such circumstances, it 
is scarcely possible to avoid. 

» The attendance of ministering bre- 


threh from the country at the intro-— 


ductory meeting on ‘Tuesday morn- 
ing, at Fen-court, was somewhat 
larger than usual, full..sixty being 
present. Our venerable friend, Joseph 
‘Gutteridge, Esq., presided on the 


occasion ;. the proceedings of the.,;, 
meeting were opened. with prayeri«’ 
by the Rev. James Millard, of Lym=".. 
ington, and a general account of the . 


transactions of the Committee during 
the past year was-laid—before the 


brethren present. ant acentii 


The Society having again ‘heen favoredy 


with the loan of the Poultry Chapel, the 


first sermon on behalf of this Society was. 


delivered there on Wednesday morning, 

by the Rey. Dr. Cox, of Hackney, who, 

in consequence of repeated disappoint- 

ments in other quarters, had most kindly 

engaged, at a short notice, to render this: 
service. 


After prayer by the Rev. JOHN CLARK E, at 


iv 


of Folkstone, Dr. Cox selected for his 
text, 2 Cor. v. 14, ‘For the love of 
Christ constraineth us.”’ 


by observing that the apostolic age ex. ..7, 


hibited a great moral phenomenon, which 
admits of a clear and satisfactory explana-: 
tion. 
were men of inferior rank in life, and 
few in number. All of them had. been., 
violently prejudiced against. Christianity.’ 
But on their conversion very surprising 
effects followed, “hey left their occupa- 
tions and their homes, determined to la< 
hour, suffer,.and die for the great cause. 
They encountered the. reproaches and ops 
position of all men, and they had also ta 
wrestle againat ‘‘ principalities and powers, 
af 3 4 


The first preachers of the gospel 


M 


He commenced ©. 


Mi 
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and. the rulers of the darkness of this 
world,” Few of them died a natural 
death 5 all were exposed toa viclent one. 
“Yet they persevered, undaunted and un- 
subdued; and expressed the most confi- 
dent belief that by their labours and those 
of their successors, the moral state of the 
whole earth would be changed, and 
Christianity ultimately prove triumphant. 
This is the phenomenon ; and the text 
explains it, ‘‘ The love of Christ con- 
strained” them; and this is the grand 
motive by which we must be actuated in 
conducting the missionary enterprise. 
» I. The superior excellence of the motive 
by which the apostles allege that they were 
impelled, was proved by, 

1. The grandeur of its object. 

2. The comprehensiveness of’ its na- 
ture. And, ‘ 

3. The benevolence of its character. 

II. The power of this motive, is scen, 

1. In constituting and moulding the 
apostles as fit instruments for their work. 
And, 

2. As a means of converting souls to 
God. 

II. The reward which will be ultimately 
conferred on those whose religious efforts 
are, by the grace of God, dictated by this 
motive. 

Reward, in the theological sense, ob- 
served the preacher, is a gracious compen- 
sation for services and sufferings in the 
cause of the Saviour. It supposes no 
merit, and is always infinitely dispropor- 
tioned to the sufferings and the service, 
but is bestowed as an expression of divine 
approbation. It consists of God’s vindi- 
cation of his people, his public avowal of 
them, and his bestowment of eternal life. 

If the ancient hero was animated by 
the expectation of the triumph at the close 
of his efforts, with how much greater de- 
light may the servant of God expect his 
final reward! What is the fading laurel 
to the immortal crown? How ecstatic the 
bliss of that moment, when the last so- 
lemn convention of God’s creatures shall 
be held, and the voice from the throne 
siall be heard, exclaiming, ‘“ Well 
done!” What words can express the 
happiness of the servant of Christ, realiz- 
ing the presence of God, enjoying the 
society of the redeemed, in a sinless, sor- 
rowless, deathless world! If the love of 
Christ constrain us, all this shall be ours. 

Let ministers and missionaries cultivate 

“this motive. Without it, talent, learning, 
Tabour, are nothing. It will give effect to 
_ every effort. It identifies and unites to 
Christ, and will be followed by a partici- 
pation in his reward. 
: Let those who manage the affairs of 
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the Society be animated. by this motive, 
Then will business be religion. Al! will 
be done to the glory of God. Wisdom in 
counsel, union in action, will be secured 5 
and the influence of the principle will be 
felt and manifested, in the selection of 
agents, the adjustment of differences, and 
the general zeal and co-operation in the 
great work. 

Let love be the motive to liberal con- 
tribution. It will replenish the treasury. 
It will open the heart and the hand, 
banish selfishness, and cause the Chris- 
tian to see that to give is to possess, and 
that he who parts with all for Christ’s 
sake and the gospel’s, gains all, and is 
rich for ever. 

The hymns at this service were read 
by the Rev. J. ELVEY, JoHN MorRIs, 
and JAMES SpRIGG. .The concluding 
prayer was offered by the Rev. GEORGE 
PRITCHARD. 


At Surrey Chapel, in the evening, the 
Rev. WILLIAM Brock, of Norwich, read 
the Scriptures and prayed; after which 
the Rev. J.. EDWARDS, of Nottingham, 
addressed the large and attentive auditory 
from 2-Cor. x. 4, ‘‘ For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds.” From whence he teok occasion 
to describe, 

I, The nature of the contest referred to 
in the text, as essentially spiritual —aggres- 
sive—a warfare of extermination, which 
shall issue in ultimate success, and that 
success pregnant with results of the 
highest importance, in ‘the salvation of 
souls, the glory redounding to Christ, and 
the destruction of ignorance and false 
religion. , 

Il. The manner in which this contest 
should be prosecuted. By vigorous efforts 
for the spread of the gospel in the world 
—by combination of energies and hearts 
—by the manifestation of a spirit of en- 
larged liberality—and lastly, by cherish- 
ing a deep and absorbing sense of our 
entire and universal dependance on tha 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Rev. John Statham closed the ser- 
vice in prayer. ‘The hymns were read by 
the Rev. J. Heafford, of Great Shelford, 
and Ebenezer Davis, of Deal. * 


The prayer-meeting, for greater 
conyenience, was held at Devonshire- 
square Chapel. Messrs. E. Davis, 
of Lambeth, and Reynolds, of Earl’s 


ie 


* Want of space compels-us to abridge our 
notice of these able and ‘interesting discourses. 


Missionary ‘Herald. 


Colne, engaged in the devotional ex- 
ercises; and the Rev. J. Millard, of 
Lymington, addressed the assembly. 


The Annual Meeting of the Society . 


was held on Thursday morning, June 
23, at Finsbury Chapel, and. was 
very numerously and respectably at- 
tended. W. B. Gurney, Esq., the 
Treasurer, in the chair. 

After the Rev. W. Upron, of St. 
Albans, had given out a hymn, and 
the Rev. James Puntis had led the 
supplications of the meeting, 


The CHAIRMAN remarked, that as the 
Society had now existed forty-four years, 
it would not be unsnitable briefly to review 
its history. It possessed no funded pro- 
perty, and had often been placed in diffi- 
culties ; but the faith which had influenced 
its founders had been possessed by 
their successors, who had occupied sta- 
tions of importance as they presented 
themselves, and God had hitherto made 
the stewards of his bounty faithful to their 
trust. Many of the trials with which the 
Society had contended, arose from the 
awfully depraved state of the heart of 
man, but the wrath of men had been con- 
strained to praise God. It had been the 
honour of the Society to have been more 
opposed than any other ; but the very op- 
position it had met with had most essen- 
tially extended the gospel. In Jamaica, 
where violence had been most fully 
shown, the cause of the Redeemer was 
most triumphant. Hence arose the debt 
of the Suciety. He rejoiced to state, that 
during the year, though several of their 
beloved missionary brethren had suffered 
from ill health, none of them had been 
removed by death. The cause had pro- 
spered, and the meeting was called on 
to rejoice. He hoped the gratifying intel- 
ligence contained in the Report would ex- 
cite the meeting to more vigorous effort 
and prayer. 

The Rev. JouN DYER read the Report; 
and the Chairman, as Treasurer, presented 
the audited cash account, from which it 
appeared that the income of the Society 
during the year had been £10,682, ex- 
clusive of the proceeds of the legacy of the 
late Mr. Cock, of Colchester ;. but the 
expenditure had so far exceeded the re- 
ceipts, as to leave a balance due to the 

. Treasurer of £3,092. 9s. 3d. 
The Rev. J. H. Hinton, A.M., of 
_ Reading, presented the first resolution— 
That the Report now read be received and 


printed and that this Meeting thankfully ac- 
nowledges the Divine goodness, in crowning 
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the exertions of the Society during the paat 
year with such an encouraging degree of suc- 
cess, and renews the avowal of its entire de- 


pendance ‘on the same Almighty grace for 
similar blessings in future. 


‘ He commenced his address by remark - 
ing on the noble and holy object’ which 
had convened the meeting. An object 
admirably adapted to repress all the 
lighter feelings of the soul, and to open it 
to receive the most gigantic happiness. 
Missionary Societies, he observed, were 
now objects of attention to the whole pub- 
lic. Im their origin they were little 
thought of, but now the man of science 
and of commerce hailed them as emi- 
nently important ; though missionaries 
had been denied learning at our national 
Universities, they had first reduced many 
languages to writing, and had thus at- 
tracted the attention of the learned; nay, 
statesmen themselves valued the men who 
had first brought out to view the most 
awiul evils, and shown the way in which 
they should be removed. ‘These mis- 
sionaries presented the very men they 
wanted: and if our brethren could shrink 
into such little importance, they would 
make ambassadors of them ; for they only 
could inspire the confidence of the Abori- 
gines. But missionaries felt for the 
higher interests of man; those of his 
soul, a soul awfully depraved, and in- 
fluenced by fiends. They felt for tHe 
eternal interests of man. They felt for 
all the human race, who are cherishing 
sin, and were pressing on to eternal woe 
and despair. They felt for the glory of 
that God, the creator and the governor of 
the universe, whom all nature praises but 
human nature, but whom man attempts to 
thrust from his throne. The meeting, too, 
felt for the honour of that Being in whom 
God and man are blended; He who con- 
descends to be called our brother and our 
friend. It cannot but be deplored that he 
is extensively unknown and dishonored. 
The speaker inquired, with much empha- 
sis, “ Who is on the Lord’s side ?”’ and 
urged the importance of individual deci- 
sion on this great subject. He then pro- 
ceeded to remark, that there were some 
especial grounds to awaken the emotion 
of the meeting then assembled. ‘This 
was their OWN Missionary Society. Their 
own locally. It had sprung up among 
themselves ; a part of their own family, 
bequeathed to them by their own fathers, 
who earnestly wished them to be more 
laboriously and zealously employed in the 
work than themselves. The Society was 
theirs relatively ; the mass of laborers 
were their brethren, their kindred, and 
these were indeed laborers, and the 
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widows and the: fatherless among them 
must be supported; and the meeting 
were bound to a perennial support. The 
Society was of their own principles. It 
testified fully the spiritual and personal 
character of true religion. It sent a 
translated New Testament among the 
heathen. He deeply regretted that that 
most noble of noble Institutions, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, had, 
in refusing help to the Indian versions of 
‘the New Testament by the Baptist bre- 
thren in India, for the first time forfeited 
its character for acting on Catholic and 
unsectarian principles, The name of 
Baptist, in connexion with the Society, 
must not be dropped ; for though it was in 
debt, God was greatly blessing it; and 
the mighty conflict between heaven and 
hell was coming on, from which Christians 
must not retire. He closed by regretting 
that the motion had not been intrusted to 
seme one with a burning heart, that could 
excite the meeting to noble deeds ; and 
hoped the Chairman would say what he 
was prepared to do in this crisis, and that 
others would show also what they were 
prepared to give, 

The Rev. EDMUND CRISP, of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, who had just 
arrived from Madras, after a residence of 
fourteen years there, craved indulgence 
while seconding the resolution, The for- 
mer speaker had called for the sympathy 
of other denominations of Christians in this 
holy cause; thatclaim he fully met. Ingoing 
among the heathen, Christian missionaries 
learnt much of the power and sovereignty 
of Divine grace, and the blessedness of 
Christian union. The heathen world was 
so depraved, that when they did meet 
a brother in Christ, they rejoiced in the 
bonds which united them; and he now 
rejoiced that he was one with the meet- 
ing in the highest and holiest bond—the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The speaker proceeded 
to contrast the state of the East and the 
West Indies; and showed that though in 
the East, the political aspect of things 
was very favorable, the missionaries were 
highly respected, and Society was im- 
proved in feeling, yet very much remained 
to be done. ‘The bathing at the junction 
of the Ganges and the Jumna, which had 
been alluded to in the Report, was yet a 
source of revenue to the government, and 
some men in high stations were found to 
sanction it, Hence the heathen often tell 
the missionaries, that if idolatry was so 
bad as they would represent, the British 
government would not sanction it. Now, 
especially in Southern India, where he 
had resided fourteen years, the British 
character was highly respected, and mis- 
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sionaries could stand and, among. thou 
sands, describe. idolatry in its true 
colours, and be listened to with patience. 
But they could not report, as in Jamaica, 
thousands of converts. In proportion to 
the means employed, in circulation of the 
Scriptures, the preaching of the Gospel, 
and the education of the young, the num~- 
ber of converts is amazingly small. For 
this there might be’a cause in the churches 
of Britain. They were less zealous, and 
less prayerful, than they ought to be. 
Some of them acted only from temporary 
excitement, while others. did nothing. 
This was not a healthy state of things, 
nor could we expect God to bless it. He 
urged that every season of spiritual enjoy- 
ment should be regarded as a motive for 
missionary effort. He mentioned, with 
great pleasure, that many persons in pub- 
lic situations had gone to India to be 
born again, and that the piety of these 
persons was generally of a high tone. One 
young man of this class gave up nearly 
the whole of his income for the support of 
the cause of Christ, saying he had no 
property, and he hoped that he never 
should have any, Such events as these 
encouraged missionaries to go on declaring 
Christ. Success was certain, and hence 
their cry was, “‘ Onward.” 
The second resolution, 


That the value of missionary labours, in 
promoting the temporal welfare of mankind 


in their social capacity, as well as in rescuing 


multitudes of immortal souls from the present 
dominion “and final consequences of sin, has 
now been so fully demonstrated, as to enforce 
the obligation on all who know the grace and 
revere the authority of the Saviour, to encou- 
rage and support them. 
was moved by W. F, Lioyn, Esq., Secre- 
tary of the Sunday-school Union. He 
remarked that he had been unexpectedly 
called on to propose a resolution in sup- 
port of a Society which, from his youth, 
had been endeared to him. His resolu- 
tion might be called a three-fold cord, for 
it related to the temporal interests of the 
heathen, their immortal souls, and the 
individual obligations of Christians pre- 
sent. It was delightful to know that the 
Society had men ready to engage in its 
service ; but must these men be kept from 
the field of labour for the want of money? 
He suggested that the names of the 
churches which did not contribute to the 
Society, should be printed in the Annual 
Report; and that these poor churches 
should be told that they are poor, because 
the missionary spirit does not exist among 
them. Mr. L, closed his address by re- 
ferring to several interesting facts illustra- 
tive of the value of missions. regs 
The Rey. JaMEs Acwortu, A:M., 
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President of the College at Bradford, 
seconded the resolution, avowing his ar- 
dent attachment to the missionary cause 
generally, and to this Society in particu- 
lar. He held it to be the imperative duty 
of all Christians, by all means, to extend 
the knowledge of Christ in the world. It 
was delightful to see success attending 
the labours of our brethren ; but even if 
that success had been withheld, the Chris- 
tian’s duty had been the same. He felt 
that he acted on the mandate of heayen, 
and should look for the result as pleasing 
God. Had the founders of this mission 
been told forty-four years ago what by this 
time it would have accomplished, they 
would have been filled with holy joy in 
its anticipation. He rejoiced that in ad- 
dition to what had been done, the period 
was not far distant when the last vestige 
of bondage should fall from the negro, 
The field occupied by the Society he te- 
garded as very important ; the Scriptures 
had been transfused into many languages, 
churches had sprung up in mora! deserts, 
and education was imparted to very many 
of the young. And in looking forward to 
the future, the speaker considered the 
prospect as truly inspiriting. He felt no 
sympathy with those who said the former 
times were better than these; on the 
other hand, he was thankful that he lived 
now, for he looked forward to scenes 
which the earth had not yet witnessed, 
and.on which heaven would smile. Pro- 
vidence, scripture, and the improving 
_ State of the church, impelled Christians 
forward in introducing the jubilee of the 
world, He regretted the want of finances, 
but saw symptoms of this cause of lamen- 
tation being removed. He rejoiced in the 
flourishing state of our manufacturing dis- 
tricts, and drew from it a powerful argu- 
ment in.favour of Christians investing 
their property in the missionary funds. 
The Rey. J. P. MURSELL, of Leicester, 
rose to support the resolution, though he 
no more imagined that it needed his sup- 
port than that St, Paul’s cathedral needed 
buttresses to sustain it. The object of 
the meeting he considered to be the gene- 
ral communication of information respect- 
ing the Baptist Missionary Society, and 
the excitement of zeal in the great mis- 
sionary enterprize. The-first had been 
done in the Report which had been read, 
and the facts since stated ; and the second 
depended on the success of this meeting. 
To the production of a spirit of holy zeal, 
the meeting needed the presence of the 
Great Master. When soldiers met on 
the. field of battle, the presence of the 
general, the glanee of his eye, and the 
inspiriting sound of his voice, awakened 
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their energies,. .So with Christians. when 
favoured with the. presence. of Christ. 
The meeting should, farther contemplate 
the vastness of the design in which they 
were engaged. Here they might indeed 
gaze on an object too vast for finite minds 
to comprehend. They needed too a very 
deep sense of their obligations to Divine 
grace ; and to have a lively view of the 
worth of the immortal soul, He con- 
sidered all eloquence as vain and empty 
which did not relate to these topics. He 
had been struck at the last monthly mis- 
sionary prayer-meeting he had attended, 
with the fact that all the missionaries, 
from whom communications had been 
read, called for more help. Where, asked 
the speaker, is the zeal our forefathers 
possessed 2 Where are the men who say, 
‘‘ Here am J, send me?” Surely, in our 
numerous churches we had pious youth, 
who were ready to sacrifice themselves on 
the altar of missions; and the Society 
only needed the tinkling noisy dust, called 
money. And let but the right spirit come 
over the churches, and that would not 
long be wanted. Thanks, under God, to 
an enlightened and liberal ministry, the 
country was in a state of prosperity, and 
its manufacturers were getting rich ; per- 
haps indeed this was the reason why pro- 
fessing Christians had not more zeal. 
They were sleeping over the things of 
eternity, while they were active and 
prosperous in those of time. But Chris- 
tians should carefully guard against bury- 
ing their religion in their wealth. In the 
better days of the church to which we 
were tending, rich men would be as pious 
as their poorer brethren; there were 
those at present who duly improved their 
wealth, and the church in this respect, as 
in others, must go on ‘‘ conquering and to 
conquer.” The speaker alluded with 
much feeling to the fact that when he last 
appeared on that platform, the excellent 
Robert Hall had been recently removed 
from them ; and since then, a John Hall, 
a Mack, a Newman, and a Mann, had 
followed him. He could not forbear 
thinking that when, like them, those pre- 
sent were removed by death, they would 
be surprised to think of the little they had 
done for God. He entreated the meeting 
to catch the present spirit of those devoted 
men, and to approach nearer to eternity 
that they might insure success. He could 
not but rejoice in the efforts making to 
emancipate those who yet remained in 
slavery, but in this Society a_still nobler 
object was before them ; the weapons em- 
ployed in which warfare were not carnal, 
but mighty through God, Let the meet- 
ing, then, persevere, in their great work, 
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for they were one in design with Him who 
lived and died, and reigns, that he might 
destroy the works of the devil. 

The Rev. JoHN BuRNeET, of Camber- 
well, moved the third resolution, 

That this Meeting, having heard with lively 
ifiterest the various urgent calls for more 
missionaries, both from the east and the west, 
regrets the present inability of the Society to 
answer those appeals, and calls on ail its 
friends for renewed and persevering efforts to 
discharge present incumbrauces, and provide 
for enlarged operations, 


No object, he remarked, could hold a 
higher place in the esteem of Christians 
than that of Missions. Men took an in- 
terest in finances, commerce, science, and 
other objects, but here were nobler ob- 
jects. The Missionary interest may be 
touched by others; but none, except a 
renewed heart, could taste its Christian 
brother’s joy. The resolution especially 
related to the Baptist Missionary Society, 
and, by its adoption, the meeting would 
profess to hear with lively interest that 
more Missionaries were wanted. He 
hoped “that if any persons did not hear 
this fact with a lively interest, they would 
get up and say se, and so state that they 
were not pledged to support the cause, 
Those who did feel this lively interest 
ought not to say so, unless they were pre- 
pared to turn it to account; for they would 
be expected to make their interest tan- 
gible, that it might prove sincere. They 
must consider that passing this resolution 
was giving the Treasurer a bill of credit, 
which they meant to honour. The Mission- 
ariesin the east and the west, where the sun 
rises, and where it sets, were alike crying, 
“*Come over and help us.” The Society 
stands here as on a pedestal, and echoes 
the cry throughout the country; nor 
would it be heard in vain. Britain be- 
came acquainted with the east in the 
cupidity of its commerce ; and never, till 
this Society sent its missionaries there, 
had we begun to show our Christian cha- 
racter in that part of the world. Nay, 
the government of India had supported 
its idolatry till light was thrown on its 
awful evils by the efforts of missionaries. 
If they turned to the west, they heard 
weeping, lamentation, and woe. They 
had seen slavery, imprisonment, and 
wretchedness , they had beheld the hor- 
rors of the middle passage, and all the 
calamities of bondage; and what at last 
opened the eyes and touched the hearts of 
British Christians on this subject? Not 
the Clarksons, and the Wilberforces, so 
much as the missionaries of this society. 
They had met in that place several years 
ago to protest against the imprisonment 
ef their missionaries, which was found in- 


Missionary Herald. 


timately connected with the liberty of the 
negro, Still, however, there were chains, 
and groans, and blood in the system of 
apprenticeship; and the missionaries 
were waiting for the period when emanci- 
pation should be complete, that they 
might fully accomplish their object. More 
men must be had, for the British empire 
could not very long go on in fellowship 
with the 150,000,000 composing it, with- 
out more religion; the present incum- 
brances of the Society must be removed, 
and provision must be made for its more 
extended operations. 

The Rev. JoHN ALDIS, of Manchester, 
in seconding the resolution, remarked, 
that when the friends of missions were 
cailed ‘on to iterate the wants of the 
world, Christians made a little effort, but 
for sacrifice they were not prepared ; but 
that these sacrifices must be made before 
the world was fully brought to Christ. 
The followers of Christ must feel the full 
force of the apostle’s sentiment, ‘‘ Ye are 
not your own, but are bought with a price ; 
therefore glorify God in your bodies and 
your spirits, which are God’s.” Every 
part of the Christian’s conduct must be 
brought into accordance with this prin- 
ciple, but for this they were not yet fully 
prepared, Had not the martyrs possessed 
a different spirit, religion might have 
been lost in the world; and had not 
Christ felt very different emotions, the 
whole world had perished. By what 
Christ had done, Christians were called 
to perseverance_in his cause. By the 
triumphs of the cross much had been done 
for the happiness of the world, and Chris- 
tians were led to sing— 

Ride forth, thou mighty Conqu’ror, ride, 
And millions more subdue ; 
Destroy our enmity and pride, 
And we will crown thee too, 
A spirit of enlarged benevolence must be 
manifested on the part of Christians, 
which should compel the world to present 
a perfect contrast to its present state. It 
became Christians to repent of their past 
indifference, and to go on with their en- 
terprize till they could say with Simeon, 
‘© Now, Lord, lettest thou thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to thy word, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
There must be a love for the work, Chris- 
tian consistency, ardent devotion, and 
holy perseverance; thus must the church 
come to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty, praying, “* Let thy kingdom come, 
let thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. God be merciful unto us, and 
bless us; that thy way may be known: 
upon earth, and thy saving health among 
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(The CHAIRMAN said that an appeal had 
een made to him, requiring him to lead 
the way in an effort to remove the incum- 
brances of the Society, that it might go 
forth to its work unfettered. The present 
debt had not arisen from persecutions or 
disappointments, but from the blessing of 
increased success. In the prosperity and 
prospects of the Society all must rejoice, 
He felt that Christians should make sa- 
crifices ; and, though he had ona former 
Occasion given somewhat to this cause, 
neither he nor his children had been less 
happy, but had rejoiced in what had been 
done. He had great pleasure in pre- 
senting £300 from himself, £200 from a 
friend, £50 from a second, and £10 
from a third, on condition that the debt 
of the Society should be extinguished 
within a month, without further inter- 
fering with its regular income than the ap- 
propriation of that day’s collection to the 
object. 

The collection was then made, during 
which the Secretary read a letter from 
JOSEPH GUTTERIDGE, Esq.,  inclosing 
£100 for the Society, and the Rev, J. 
H. Hinton presented £10. 

The Rey. C. E. Birt, A. M., of Port- 
sea, in submitting the next resolution, 

That W-B. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer,{and the 
Rey. John Dyer, Secretary, be re-appointed to 
their respective offices; that Messrs. John 
Bousfield, Thomas Dapree, and George Raw- 
son, be Auditors ; and that the Committee con- 
fist of the gentlemen named in the following 
ist, 
deplored the changes which had taken place 
since he last addressed them; but cordially 
rejoiced in the large attendance and the 
excellent spirit of the meeting, which 
showed no diminution of interest in the 
cause. In the course of years death 
thinned their ranks, but they were soon 
again filled up; and it was thus with the 
missionaries. Some were removed, but 
others were found ready to take their 
places. The speaker then paid a tribute 
of grateful respect to the memory of the 
late excellent Treasurer, Broadley Wiison, 
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Esq,, and rejoiced that the Society had 
found a successor like-minded with him. 
He closed his address with an earnest 
prayer that the officers of the Society 
might be baptized in the spirit of the 
dead, 

The motion was briefly seconded hy the 
Rev. C. H. Roe. 


The Rey. Dr. HOBY moved the last re- 
solution— 


That this Meeting is sensible of the kindness 
shown by their Christian friends who have 
again favoured the Society with the use of 
their chapels, and trusts that the spirit of 
Christian love and brotherly union will ever 
keep pace with the increase of active exertions 
for the enlargement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. 

He was not surprised that a resolution 
had been put into his hand, for, whatever 
might have been thought of his conduct, 
and that of his beloved colleague, in re- 
ference to slavery in America, they all 
felt that in India Britain had 100,000,000 
in an infinitely more awful bondage to 
sin and Satan, He had been intrusted, 
with his colleague, with a commission 
from this Society to the triennial conven- 
tion at Richmond, and he now felt bound 
to state that their American brethren were 
pursuing their missionary career with an 
energy and enterprize worthy the imita- 
tion of their British brethren. The. 
meeting they attended engaged to raise 
100,000 dollars the ensuing year for this 
object, and directed the board to engage 
in their service every suitable agent who 
might offer, In the spirit of this engage- 
ment, before the deputation left America, 
their brethren there had chartered a ship, 
freighted it with missionaries, and de- 
spatched it to the east. 

The Rev. W. Brock, of Norwich, se- 
conded the resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the 
extra contributions amounted to £930, 
and that the collection of that morning 
would make it more than £1000. 

The meeting ended by singing the usual 
doxology. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


June 27, 1836. 


The attention of all the friends of the Baptist Mission, in town and 


country, is respectfully and earnestly called to that part of the opera- 


tions of the Annual Meeting, which respects the removal of the debt 
of £3000, remaining as a balance against the Society on the last 


year’s account, 


of the last three or four years. 


This balance is the unavoidable result of the gene- 
Tal interest awakened towards our West India Mission by the events 
The energetic appeals of our bre- 
thren Knibb and Burchell; were followed by an enlargement of in- 


ccme, which, according to the constant usage of the Society, was 


>. 
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expended in new operations. Since these missionaries have returned 
to their stations, the contributions have reverted to their previous 
amount, notwithstanding the demands on the Society have necessarily 
augmented. Hence arises the necessity of the present appeal. ‘ 

The thanks of the Society are justly due to the kind friends who 
have led the way in the subscription ; but it must be remembered 
that these contributions are nearly all contingent. The condition is 
that the whole sum shall be subscribed, or promised, within a month; 
which we may be allowed to consider as extending to the close of 
July. It is obvious that no arrangements can be made for deputa- 
tions, or the employment of any peculiar agency on the part of the 
Committee, to secure the object, asthe period is so limited. We 
must rely on the zeal and kindness of our friends to bestir them-. 
selves, at once, in their respective localities. Let each consider the 
effort as depending on himself alone ; let none suppose that his ex- 
ertions are too feeble to be worth making; and let all act fromt he 
motives so powerfully set forth by the speakers at our public meet- 
ing, and we may be sure the object will be attained. 

It is quite evident that this subscription must not be allowed, in 
any case, to interfere with the ordinary contributions for the Society, 
or we shall be creating new difficulties in the attempt to remove those 
which already exist. The best arrangements which the very limited 
agency at the disposal of the Committee will:allow, shall be made to 
meet the wishes of our friends in the country who wish for deputa- 
tions to collect the usual contributions for the society, but there is 
much reason to desire that the cause of Missions may speedily become 
so deeply rooted in the judgment and affections of Christians at large, 
as to render expedients of this kind unnecessary in gatherimg up the 
items of a society’s annual resources. 

One Christian friend obligingly intimated to the Secretary a readi- 
ness to subscribe Fifty Pounds towards the sending out of a fourth 
Missionary to the Bahamas, in answer to the heart-affecting appeals 
from that quarter. " Another has kindly left Twenty Pounds at Fen 
Court, to be retained, at interest, till enough be raised to furnish a 
colleague for Mr. Daniel, in Ceylon. We rejoice to perceive that 
these interesting portions of the Missionary field have thus attracted 
benevolent attention ; but these generous friends and others will per- 
ceive that, while the expense attending past operations remains un- 
paid, the Committee would not be justified in entering upon new 
engagements, involving a considerable immediate outlay, and an ad- 
dition to our permanent obligations. At the same time, the fact that 
such stations are at this moment unoccupied merely for want of the 
means to send labourers thither, entails a solemn responsibility on us 
all to do whatever is in the power of our hand ‘to meet the urgent 
occasion. He that gives wealth, and the power to attain it—he that. 
instructs his ministers to charge them that are rich in this world to be 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate—does, in the present in- 
stance, call on both classes of his servants to honour, obey, and 
imitate him. May grace be given promptly to obey that call! 


J. HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY. 


